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M y Lord, 
V? UR Lordjbip whofe Greatnefs 
is tobe in Arms, will know bow 
ufeful a virtue Ambition is, and for 
give my pride who defre to be the firft 
who [ball lay fometbzzg at Your fect. 
This Treatife was written to ine * he 
the prefent French King when Dau- 
phin zz the choice of Hiftory, ana to 
recommend to him the Anviert Wri- 
ters, who must needs bethe Vet, be 
caufe they treas of the Ancient virtue. 
Your 
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$e Leave of ib: Nuble fwr, i 
3 EXC viç a i Renan Hier Torr 
g Lordibi aU fee mbar yan De e de 
fo bea Hero, bat Your Lora ‘sip capo 
Het Dawe a bet ter exer: ole of "rear. 
me y thay Your Priuc ci» Sarber, who 
Pis beldin War, cotn in Cosmcol terte 
perte 2 Few s and who E: zeg — 
gs e pergeR Comuzander in tbe wer 3 
Spring of bis Youtb, bnt this is see 
reat a Subjek for me th. ough cie 
swore admieccebigUi ries, and sore 
frily beleives Your Lordfbig ij 
fucceed to all bis Glory, thai 


My Lore 
“our Lordinigs moft:evoted humbl: 
tand wor obedicer Servant 


Y H E 


PREFACE 


OF THE 


AUTHOR 


Find my felf obliged to write a Pre- 
face, to give a reafou for the order I 
obferve in the choice of thole Hiftori- 
ens, whereof I tieac. For many perfons 
dll they {ħall have cozfidered of it, may 
well wonder, that ! m: ke no mention of 
fome very famous Authors, who are often 
ranked zmongit the Hiftorians As rZz- 
tarch, Diogenes Laertius, Philojtratus,and 
Eunapius, Of the Greeks , and Cornelius 
Nep-s,or Zmilius Probus of the Lauins,wich 
fome V/viters Of particular lives, fuch as 
Spartian, Lampridius, and others," who 
compiied the Volume ufually.cait*d Hi- 
floria Anguita is certain that moft of 
them did write very well of the times 
which they defcribe, aod that che reading 
of 
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nieto ; COmnm-.ie them tiis booke where- 
in lonely pre cond to -ramine thofe Wri- 
ters; who pave fete us dore (Eoverial Eire 
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fiories, and from whom the Laws of kis 
Rory may be beft collected. A true aud 
regular tiiftory | comprebends much moe 
than the fincienarr ationoisnv life what- 
foever Andt though: i iul reafon CO re- 
ec? che WELrers aihe Fir Gp Evi a: Juguji a, doi 
n had put ce ity nae LA F ar where t Ac 
were robe ini: Tied. EE soild nor i: x 
contvibured CO my pur pote ; ; All that Te 
X Giunte beir e s archer a coi id and BRS: 3 Ha eds 
Corbafs, than > boc y of animate fiio. 
fy, aS dr eugh: o bs í: he judgment ©: 
miny.of the ‘heart Red in chat behalf, . is tu- 
tabieco his opinion vno. calis the 10 in 
his Preface, Hifloriz Des LovefPamneria For 
there 1S coding YU be ‘gained hy r eadint 
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of tbe Author. 
unlefs it be in a contrary fene, as, by 
he found of thofe bad Playe:s upon ve 
Flute, which; Z/zzenias m. de bis S. hollars 
to hear, that they mighr avoid the faults 
they obferved in nis p'aying. If it be 
objected tha. by omitring there, I might 
as well have refrained froin Swetonius, and 
Quintus Curtius, who wrovon:y Lives s tt 
is eafy to fhew by the inequilicy of their 
labours, to thcfe I decline, thatthcy me- 
rited the place they have in this; work. 
For as to the lat, I have not fo much 
confidered him as a Writer of the Lzfe of 
Alexander the Great, asan Hiitoricgra- 
pher ofchat great change and Traníljauon 
of the Empire of the Pezfrazzs, to the 174. e- 
doniuns. Andas for Suetonius, the fucceí- 
fion he has left us of twelve Emperors in 
the fpace ofan Age and more, puts fuch a 
difference between him , and thole who 
only publifhed feperare Lives without any 
coherence, that the Learned unanimouiiy 
eonferon him, the Title of an Excellent 
H ifto:rian. 
We ought nor-noreover to tfteem ailas 
fliftorians , wno hive given the Title of 
liftory to their works, Pizay that wrot 
LilG 


Ihe Preface 

the Naturaz? Miffery . cannot properly be 
taken for Ong; And rhe fame may be fax 
of dfiflotle and Æ lian, thowgh they ccm- 
piled Hiftories c£ Anima!s. And if the 
word Hiftomran v/ere'extendec as far is it 
would reach, Zzcat , S? bites Leal: ws, and 
many other Poets might aume it, «a re- 
gard of the fubjec matter of their Poems ; 
upon ‘which nevertheleís «ve have not 
thought it convenient to make tne leaft 
reflection, For we find fo lircle relation 
berween Hiftory and Poetry, char as rhe 
one cannot be wirbour Fable, the other is 
ijinconfiderable withour crates: vad it would 
be upreafonable nor to make a diftinctiom 
between things of fo different a nature, 
which have ícirce any thing in common 
except the double fenfe of werds. =o 

, Neither ler icbe though: Rgange to fee 
the number oí Greek Hiffcrians which E 
examine, exceed that of rhe Latins. Vehich 
is to be imputed, either to the injury of 
time thac.prevgilea more over the larcer 
than ihe former 3 or to thedifferent Genius 
of che Nacions, which g- ve thar advantage 
tO the Greeks, char although she Rowe: 
i mpi;e vas after che SPECT Az. yer the Lea- 














of tbe Author 


tims were not fo accurate in writing Hr- 
itory, as the Greeks For we have found 
fonte of their Hiftorians worthy of*grear 
confideration evenin thr time of the Em- 
peror Z,4[r.7':727, Whereas thole who wror 
in Latin wit reputaiion, do not go be- 
yond the age ofthe Zztozizes, where all 
th® Criticks with a common ccníent place 
the Old age of Latin Hiftory. Yer I 
have made ir defcend a little lower, to 
place after Fuffin , Ammianus Marcellinus, 
who though a Gracian wrot his Hiftory in 
Latin, inthe time of Julian, Jovian, Va- 
lentinian, and Valens, where it cnded. If 
I had notconfined my felf ro the Hiftori- 
ans of the firt Claffe only, I might have 
made the number of the Latins equal to 
that of the Greeks, ard deduced Fiiftory 
writin the Kom-» Language, to fuffinian's 
time, bythe addition of Jorn:ndes and Caf- 
fiodurus; as Y have done the Greeks by 
my Refle4tions on Procovius and Agathias. 
But in the defign i had to gather the ne- 
ceffary precepts to write Hiffory well, 
from the Rcflections we might make upon 
tuch of the Ancients as cultivated ic with 
mom skill mad reputation, I w$'s content 


"4 be fra ace. 
poveran thespr. (c ipal « at them, ismdtcco 
inc Ome ZUGiner “pote Pirae e WEO 
Ofren t WV etie. thar are lust and oi 
frail "burtben peis, to call upcn "ha nifi 
inaderi, ^e on tholeavhes fe che: ils tore co 
bs cained. 








Waving in fome manner joh ed uy 
proceedings, ir is reafon cie uh. 1 thin’ did 


acknowledg the great affiflianc< E receiv- 
ed from divers perfons wid favouie ec my 
enterprife. Ihe Ye. Et Pays were rhe 
firft who perfwaded me co it . ao acturd. 
ingto rheir natural geocnefs, | Yshich fo 
marny Sclioiiars tind by daily ex» perie..ce 3 
zibfted me with Books our of three Grear 
Libraries, to wit, the Aiags, that of Mon» 
Fear de Tow, and their own. -ft is cor- 
tain thac che Grit couid never inhi inro 
DEK zeer ha EE 2 ang : E DO as all mes ies 
& cS vory cónfidersbic" | yet it rece: 
this day irs greateft ornament from «Lc 
judicious conduct, «hole pref-àce does c 
ven amimate the "books COnrained in ic 
Neither wese rhey content to give mc aM 
the help that way I could dceüres ber ad 
10 is (ideeof Soccer 25 that he ELS serforn Dic, 
the Quüce"of Midwife ra tho-fairie n4 we og 














of tbe Auther. 


fiveries of the moft worthy men oí 
Gree, líhouidbe very unc"aceful nor to 
comfefs, that I amindebr d ge their I earn- 
ed conferences, for ail t' ac is good in chis 
UCPeeatife. Tait comarifon , ond their 
backwardnefs hitherto in fetting our any 
thmg under their cwn names ( although 
their works, when expofed to the eye of 
the world, will meer with an Univerfal ap- 
probation ) puts me in mind of a thought 
of uay t+- Younger, on the fubject of ons 
of his friends. He faies, that they vho, 
though full of Learning and mefit, arene- 
verthelefs filent, demonftrate a oreater 
fitrength of wit, than mauy orhers wio 
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dia next place! muft acknow.ed : the "rear 
afliftanre, i bave received from ci € Libr ary 
of che moft Eminent Car.zza/ Zamari by 
fue means of his Learned Library keeper 
AMaontzeu- Nando, who was rige fed vo «dd to 
clie cheats ofhis ordinary i -53anicy, ihote 
gofan Ancient and molit perf: & f£ricendíkip. 
As or fome ^urho:s who have anilcipated 
(afe, in printing cf woiks upon tb. taine 
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fupjeCt i nepel fhali ace be acond of ir 
gratitude towards them. T have zit.d Se 
gon:ims, Volfiws, aad Baltbsjar Bones. 
who wrot cod cenfussed before me ihe 
Greek and LarincExdtociacs a and if! have 
taken fomething ffhiu iun, ss dt conli 
not be avoid .d, 1 di Pir ioc "Rea Their or 
Plagiary, nor withour adding fomerthing 
ofmy own, which acandid Readsar might 
wellexpe@ from a Treaziz: fuccesciag fo 
many Others, bur wich this edvautage a? 
healt, (as faras I know ) to be the frit 
ofthis natnre, that has been fer in Eresch. 
Yam not ignorant that my work :5 not 
ofthe number of thole which pleafe many 
people. They that prefer Fabaious Sto- 
ries before true Narratives, and Komati- 
ces before Romir Eliito s, will noc td 
conrent here. I conáüdó-: kerein tHe zx- 
cellent wales ufed by the Ancienrs, r3 i 
Hradc us. faritfuily and farisfactoriy., ! 
thofe palage: c£ the world sich wer 
wortry tobe Re cerded to poferiry. And 
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of tbe Author. 


-A men, to contradict my opinións. Büt 
though many perhaps who are fhort-fighted, 

will yeild freely tothofeywho havebetter 
eyes than themfelves, -yet very few ‘refer 
themfelves vo others ir what concerns the 
Operations o? the miad, wherein every 

one thinks he is clear fignted, and no body 
willacknowiedg a Superior, Let aot there- 
fore what I expofe here but as doubts 
grounded upon fome appearances of truth, 

be taken for refolutions. My freinds know 

why I wrot them. And my comfort is what- 

ever happens, the Labour was as an hon- 

eít diveifion to me, And if it be true, as 
Clemens Alexandrinus aílerts,that our Souls Lib 

- ID. Ts 
are of the nature of Wells, from whence we s. 
muít alwaies draw fomething, to make: 
their waters more wholefome and pure; I 
do not repent of atrouble which has been 
{fo profitable to me, and which at leaft has 
kept my better part from corruption for 
want of exercife. To conclude, J fhould 
willingly ufe in favour of this writing ; the 
fame prayer to God , which. Apotionins 
made to the Sun, when he undertook thofe 
"ong voyages, which PA;/Zojzrarss defcribes 
upon the cre&rz-of Damis. Addrefüng - 
íci 


Jbe Prefa. 


fc.íetOib-- great Star, whicu 5e held to re 
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the Vifib!e C Cod of Natur.. he asked 
zhe favour to finder Prong) th: | svOr!'d, rhé 
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patiently what caniot be avoided by y sa 
who €xpi»c any thing riz hie public ci 
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The Greek Hutorians. 


| Erodotus. 
Thucydides « 
Xenophon. 

Polybius. 
Diodorus Siculus, 
Dionyfius Halicarnafsens. 
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Julius Cefar. 


Vitus Livius. 
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REFLECTIONS 
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HERODOTUS. 


LTHOUGH there have been many 
A Greek Hiftorians, who preteeded He- 
rodotus; heis allowed to be the mok 
Ancient of thofe whofe Works have been preferv- 
ed toourtime. Pherecydes, Dionyfius, Atilefius, 
Hecateas, Xanthus Lydius, Charon of Lanspfacum, 
Hellanicus , and fome others are indeed menti. 
oned co have written Hittories before him; but 
their writings have been fo long loft, that Cree- 
ro, in his Book de Legibus, acknowledged Hero- 
dotas to be the Father of Hiftory : and in another 
place, for his excellency, he ftiled him the Prince 
ef Hiflorians. | 
They reckon no lefs than oné and twenty 
Ages from his tò ours , for he lived about four 
rdundred and Fifty years before the Nativity of 
Chrift : - Hellanicns, and Thucydides were his con- 
b cem po? 
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hist- 
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Herodotus. 


veinporaries ; and they differed fo little in Age, 
that , as Aulas Gellins reports, Hellanicus was 
buc twelve vears cider, than Herodotus , and 
Thucydides but Thirgec a years younger. Suida, 
P hotias, and Atarcéiu, ss, relate a cfrcumftance, 
which juftifiesechis , a` refpeér pf the two lat- 
ter: they write th-. £erodorzs reading. his Hi- 
flory,ina erg» Cly.opick Affembly of all Greece, 
Jd bucydides , (v ho was then buc very young ) 
could not forbear weeping to hear him: which 
obliged Herodotus to tell his Father , that he 
efleem'd him very happy in having aSon, who 
fhewed, fo early, fuch a great affection to the 
Miufes. 

I do noteffirm by this expreffion of Herodotus, 
that he chen called the nine Books, he compofed, 
by the names of the Daughters of Parnaffus. 
Jhe moft probable opinion, and which Lucian 
feems to uphold, 1s, that thofe Books received 
their names from the learned , rather than the 
Author : and we find many other writings to 
have been dignified with the like Title, which 
did not ceferve ie fo well as thefe. Droa the 
Rhetorician compofed nine Looks, which were 
called the Nize (Wufes, as we lefrn from Diro- 
enes Laertizz4, And the fame Author aílures us, 
that the obfcure productions of Heraclitus his 
brain , of which Socrates made no difficulty to 
confefs , that he hardly underflood any thing 
were honored neverthelefs withthe name of che 
eMufes. We read moreover in the Library oy 

Photius, 


Herodotus. 


Photius, that one Cephaleon had compiled an Epi 
tome of Hiftory, from Nizas to Alexander the 
Great, in nine Sections , diwded aho between 
the Nine learned Siffers | though ^a a different 
order from char of Hereestus. And that Azre. 
lius Opilivs, quoced fome. ‘vhere by Aulus Gelli- 
us, -who from a Philofopher, became a Kherori- 
ciam, and from a Rherorician, a Grasomarian ( fo 
degenerate he was ) did not foibear to do the 
like, in a Trearife of his,contifting of Nine Books : 
And few that converfe in Eooks arc ignorant , 
that as the three Orations of Demofthexes his 
Competitor , had the names of the Graces, his 
Nine Epiftles received thofe of the Majes, being 
the moft illuftrious, which could be $iven them. 

But from this infcriprion of the cM ufes, fome 
have not forborn to accufe Herodotus , of being 
too great a Loverof Fables, and of having made 
a Hiftory, fo Poetical, in favour of the Cempa- 
nions of Apollo, that there is feldome any truth 
found inir. This FaStion reproaches him of all 
the flrange things he has writ, and which have 
been moft doubted of: and infinuates that thofe 
Words of the Latin Satyriff, which tax Greek 
tiftory : 





C" quicquid Gracia mendax 
Audet in Hifloyia, &c. 
Were meant of him, and even (Z(auboz thouchr, 
Bar Herodotus his relations, had made his de- 
*raétors invert, tbe word delirare, taking for. an 
Frymologie, that which is perhaps, but a fimple 
aliufion. B 2 But 
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Herodotus. 


But as he has had accufers, fo he has not Want- 
ed perfons to undertake his defence: Aldus- 
CManucinsy Foachm Camerarins, and Henricus 
Stephanus have writ Apologies for him: and che 
long voyages, as well 4» the North, As che South, 
and the Eaf{talndies, tvhich have^been made in 
our dailes, have veny much juftified his writings, 
to flrew ufthacsin infinite number of things, 
tbat he wric by che relation of others, and where- 
of he hkewife doubted very much, are now 
found to be true. He declares in his Melpomene, 
on the Subje&t of thofe Phenicians, whom King 
Nec zs imbarkedin the red Sea, and who returned 
to c£gypt, more than two years after, by the 
Pillars o& Hercules ; affirming, that chey bad in 
fome of the Coaíts of Africk, the Sun on the 
right hand, that he could nor in any wife believe 
them; though it is now evident by common 
cxperience, that they could not return from the 
Frytbrean Sea into rhe Mediterranean, ( as they 
cid, ) without doubling the Cape, now called the 
Cape of Good Hope, and without having, in chat 
place, the Sun cn their rigbt hand , and their 
{hadov on their left (they being beyond the 
Tropick of Capricorn. ) In the fotlowing book of 
7erpficbere, he makes thofe Thracians Lyers, who 
faid, that che Country. beyond the River /fer, 
was full of Bees, for this weak reafon, that Bees 
cannot live in places fo cold as thofe muft need 
be. Yer few are ignorant in our dates that A% 
feovy-is full of them, chat a eae e 
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whole Forrefts, where thefe little Animals, forne 
times by their labour, nourifh Beares of an cx 
*efleve magnitude, which inhabic therein With 
the like fear of being m {taken, he doubrgd whe- 
ther he fhould believe, nhar the Ile of Chemis 
floated upon a Lake ofe Egypt, bec»ufe he faw 
it nor move, amd that it ws iMerobable that an 
Iile fhould £vim upon wates. But not to fpeak 
of the fabulous Symplegades, O € Jai sans, we read 
thar both the Plixies , Diaxy f: tes Fialicarnaffeus , 
Theophrafius, and Seneca have witnefled , thar 
fuch are found in many places, and that rhey have 
feen fome in their agitation There are fome 
near St Omers . in oneofwhich the Arch Duke 
Albertus, and the Infanta of Spam his Idutches, 
were entertained at a dinner And it zs no ftronge 
thing tothe Scotch, co fee one of this nature, 
in their Lake of Loumond, affording very good pa- 
fure ground Infine, their exiflenceis fo cer- Te. pt- 

s : e yig.2 Ale, 
tain, that the Lawyers Paulus, and Labeo difput- PS giae: d 
ed of the right of their Soil, the firfl being of a 
opinion, that none had property in trhem. Who 
would nor have taken for a Fable, thae which 
the fame Herodotus mentidhs, in another place, 
of certain Thracian \®’omen, who contended a- 
mong themfelves, afterrhe death of their Huf- piii, 
band, who fhould haverhe onour to be kill’d Terpfe. 
upen his Grave, and buried with him? If the 
Portuguefe , and other relations had not ciíco- 
vered, chat it is a cuftome practifed in all che 
Coaít of the eM aíabares, and almott through all 
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che Eaft, for Womento caft themfelves, of their 
own accord, and in emulation one of che orner 
into the flar ing funeral Piles of their deceafed 
husbancas. 

Put as we may peft^ive by chefe examples, 
that Herodotus did hardly ever expofe for cer- 
tain thoíe things , vihich he did not perfectly 
Know ; though) the were found trué, long afrer 
the ace in wtüich he lived : fo we mult obferve, 
that he has been very careful to condemn thar 
which he judged to be manife(lly falfe, when ıt 
appear'd to be againft the ordinary courfe of 
Mature : even foin his Thalia he laughed at che 
preténded Arimafpes, who had but one Fie, and 
{tole the Gryphexs gold inthe North. In Mel- 
pomene, the following Section, he does not more 
favourably deliver the Tale of the Aigipodes, or 
QGoat-footed men: nor what he had read of the 
Fly perboreans, who fleep fix Months of the Year: 
though this may probably have refpeét to the 
long Nights of thofe people, who live under the 
Artick Circle, and who país almoft half the year, 
without feeing the Sun, whilft they are very 
near the Pole. Whenhe writes alittle after of 
one Abaris, who run over all the Earth, with- 
out eating , and With an Arrow , which ferved 
him inítead ofa Pegafus, he relates itas a Fable 
which was very famous in his time: but irř the 
fame Book, he protefls againít the common be- 
lief, that there were men, Neighbors to the Scy- 
zbians, who made thenifelves Wolves once a 
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year , and. refum'd after fome daies, their hw- 
man form: one cannor then fay, that he has in- 
differently mingled truth with Fables, without 
dilinguifhing them; nor shac he was a Lyer, 
though he often rehearféd. the Fables of* others, 
which the moft exact L v5 of Hiftlory do not for- 
bid : nay tbofe very Laws oblige us toreport che 
rumours which have been current, and the dif- 
fftent opinions of men, ( as [e w 11 obferved in 
his Polyhimnia on the Subject of che Argians ) by 
an Advertifement which may ferve for'all his 
whole Hiftory Add to this, that Herodotus hav- 
ing been a moft Religious obferver of the Di- 
vine Worfhip, of which he made profefhon ( i£ 
one may fay fo of a Pagan ) there is little appear- 
ance, that he would charge his cofiffience with 
fo foul a crime inan Hiltorian, as falfe relation : 
for it appears that he refpected fo much rhe things 
he thought Divine, though he was an Idolater ; 
that he would never reveal thofe Mifteries, which 
the religion of histime forbad to be publifhed ; 
although an occafion pretented ir felf in many 
places of his works. And one may obferve in his 
Urania, how he makes all che fuccefles of the Na- 
val fight, wherein Themiffocles overcame che Ar- 
my of Xerxes, to agree wich the Oracles which 
preceeded, whereof, he affirms, each predi€tion to 
hav? been punStually accomplifhed : therefore 
ong, that was fo great afriend to Altars, ought 
mot tobe fuipected, of having betrayed truth in 
favour of unpoftures , which were no lefs infa- 
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mous, or derefted in his time than in ours. | 
INeverthelefs though much may be faid in his 
defence ; and though he may have been often 
{landered , bytcthofe whom ignorance, or envy 
have animated againtt kım, we find two Authors 
of {o great authority , who have cenfured him 
( Without {peaking of Flarpoctration > who madea 
Book, purpofely to defame him ) that one can 
Ícarcely pronbunce him innocent. " 
“Plutarch is the firft, who teltified a marvellous 
refentment, tofee Baotia his Country fo ill ufed 
Cas he thought ) by Herodotus; and the The- 
bans charged with an infamy, altogether infup- 
portable, on the fubje& of the Perfian War. This, 
he faid, was the motive, which induced him 5 
to compofe that little Treatife of the maligunity 
of Herodotus, where he accufes him, of having 
malicioufly taxed the honour, not only of the 
Thebans, and Corinthians: but almoft of all the 
Greeks, to oblige the Aedes; and raife the glo- 
ry of his Country higher, in the perfon of Ar- 
temifia Queen of Halicarzaffus , whofe Heroick 
actions, in the bartel of Salamin, he fo exagge- 
rates , that this Lady alone makes the greateft 
part ofhis Narration. — Z/zrarcb confefles that, it 
is one ef rhe beft writ, and mot charming pei- 
ces that can be read : but adds rhat in that acree- 
able f veetneí$, Herodotzs makes men íwarnow 
the poyfon of his detraétion : and he compaces 
the malignity , which he impures to him, to 
Cantharides covered wich Rofes Some — 
rnat 
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that Plutarch’s inveétive is accompanied wich fo 
much heat , and appears fo full of animofity, that 
he feems to have all that ill nature himícl£, with 
whrth he endeavours to afperfe his Adwerfary 
But I have foo much veneration for that worthy Plurarch 
Mafter of Trajan, tobe fully fatished with fuch wrs Tr- 
an anfwer: and, tofaythecruth , ic is hard to jin s Pre- 
confider, how Herodotus {peaks of V bemiflocles, ceptor 
efpecsally in his Urania (where ne accufes him 
of Rapines, and Intelligence with the Perfans) 
without having at leaft fome fufpicion of that, 
which Plutarch delivers for moft certain 

The Second Authour of very great importance 
produced agailt Herodotus, is Dion Chryfoftomus, 
who though he was not in particular tre Ipftructo: 
of an Emperour, does not perhaps deferve lefs 
refpect than P/starch , {ince befides that he was 
probably as deep in the affe&tion of Trajan, as 
the other ; by whofe fide Suidas witnefles , that 
he has been often feen in his Chariot: He país'd 
his life in che inftru&ion of mankind , ‘Yraveiling 
through the world, where he pronounced, in the 
midft of the greareft Affemblies, thofe excellent 
Orations, which we have of his, to draw men 
from vices, and to imprint even in their hearts Gf 
he could) a violent love of Vertue 

“Weee in his Seaven and Thirtieth Oration, 
that «e brings Herodotus to the Corinthians , to 
receive from them a recompence for che Greek 
‘Aftories he had compofed , and wherein they 
were extreamly concerned : Ee had not yet ( fa1es 
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Dion) falfified them : and becaufe the Corinthians 
declared that they would not purchafe honour wich 
money, he¢hanged (as was evident) the relation, 
of what paffed in the Naval Fight of Salamın ac- 
cufing Adimantus General of the Certnthians, of 
flying in the beginning of the battel, and betray- 
ing by that means che common caüfe of all Greece. 
Dion adds a.Urtle fftez, that he could not allow 
of what Herodots has left in writing upon that 
fubject; the vublick Epicaphs, and Inícriotions of 
Sepulchers, erected by che onfent of all Gx:eece, 
in the Ifleof salam:n bearing teftümomny againtt 
him; and he recites part of the fame Epigrams 
of Symonides the Foer, with which Plstarch ufed 
to convince Herodotus of prevarication, fo that cha 
Authority of his Philofophical profeflion, joyned 
with fo many Monuments, which feem unre- 
proachable, may reasonably at chis day divide our 
minds in a difference, which thofe of the Anci- 
encs could never decide. 

However after the lofs of fo many other Hifto.. 
ries, isis certain that Antiquity has left us no- 
thing more inftru&ive, or ingenious, than the 
Nine Mufesof Herodotus: they contain, as Dio- 
ayfius Flalicarnaffeus has well expreffed, the moft 
memorable paflaves in the world, during :T ^o 
Hundred and Forty years, beginning frem the 
Empire of Cyr#s, firt King of Perfia, and ~ont- 
nuing till Xerxes his Reign , in whofe tiee he 
lived , as Photius and Diodorus Siculas inform ug + 
but the laft was miftaken, when he writ. that He 
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rodotus his Hiftory extended from the taking of 
Troy by the Grecians , tothe Reign of Xerxes ; 
whicn would involve more chan Seaven Hundred 
Years. ‘Diodorus his error proceeded, frem our 
= Hiftorians fpeaking a little in his Preface, of 
that Fabulous rime ; and what was uncertainly 
reported in his life time of the Refiques of Troy: 
But there 1s fio reafon to make Refle&uons on fo 
imalla matter, and which does not properly be- 
Jong to his Hiftory. Butic may not be improper 
to1nfert a brief account of the Subject, of each of 
the Nine Books of our Hiftoriographer , for the 
clearer illuftration of the order of this Hiftory. 

His Pirft relateth che paffages in the Kingdon 
of Lydia, from Gyges to Crafus, and the minority 
of Cyrus, with che Common-wealth of eA tbezs, 
and Lacedemon. 

The Second defcribeth Egypt, and the fuccefli- 
ons of their Kings. 

The Third , the Hiftory of Cambyfes , and the 
EleStion of Darius Hyftajbes. 

"The Fourth, the unfortunate expeditions of Da- 
7145 Into Scythia, | 
The Fifth, the ftate of Athens, Lacedemon, and 
Corinth, in thetime of Darius H yflafFes. 
The Sixth, the Original of the Lacedeysontan 
Kings'5 the Wars of Darius with the Greeks, and 
22 bextel of Alarathro. 
Tnhe Seaventh , the expedition of Xerxes into 
‘reece, with the battel of Thermopile. 


The Eighsh, the battel'at Salamis, 
The 
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The Ninth, the Battelat P/atea, by which 
the Perfrans were expelled Greece. | 
His Stile is rather fweet, large, cleare and vahie, 
than high, céncife, and preffing ; as that of Th.scy- 
dides. | Dionyfias  Halicarza(eus who compared 
thefe two Hiftorians together. does almoit alwaies 
allow the advantage to Herodotus: His Dialect 
(which was afafhion of fpeaking, peculiar to each 
Country wheretae Greek congue was ufed) isal- 
together Ionick. And there is found fo much re- 
femblance between him and Homer, that the So- 
phifter Longines affures us in his Treatife of the 
Height of Eloquence, that none, but Herodotus per- 
fetly imitated that Prince of Poets. and chat he a- 
lone is (to wfe his term)  Owezxo aT G- , fo that 
it is usual to advife thofe, who will profit in the 
underftanding of Homer, firít co read Herodotus, 
to che end that che Profe of the latter ; may pre- 
pare an eafie accefs to che Poefie of the former, by 
the affinity of flife becween them. Samos, was 
the place where Herodotus form’d himfelf to the 
Jonick Dialeét , and compiled his Hiftory (before 
he retired with a Colony of Athenians into T hari- 
am, aà Citty of that part of /taly, which was then 
called Great Greece) for Suidas his-opinion , con- 
formable to this, -is more followed, than that of 
Pliny ‘Nho holds that Herodotus chofe th, time; 
and place of his voluntary exile , to enter- 
prife fo great a. Work : in which he is yery: 
errontous ; for he had compiled his Hiflory lone 
before this retirement, as is recorded inthe Chre, 
nic 
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nicles c£. Eufebius.  lcistrue he was bornin Žfa- 
licarnaf[us, a Citty of that part of Greece, call- 
ed Doris, a Region confining on the CAfeleans, 
and becaufe his illuftrious birth had engaged him 
in the expulfion ofthe Tyrant of his Citty, he 
retired into Thurium, where he died, according 
to rhe opinion of many ; there béing even fome, 
as Plutarch Writes, that make this place, where 
he was buried, to be the placeof nis Nativity. 
Icis not aflerted by all, that chebook of. Homer’s 
Lyfe, which followsthe Ninth Mufe, was com- 
pofed By Herodotas ; but whoever is the Authour 
of it, ic is very ancient , and makes the labour of 
thofe men ridiculous, who even at this day , cake 
great pains to pretend to fomthing more certain, 
and confiderable than is there writ, fouching the 
Country of Homer. But this matter concerns not 
his Hiftory, which was happily preferved , not- 
witbíianding the FEpitomy of one Theopompus, 
whom Saidas mentions: for Fu#ffin is accufed 
(though fo great an Authour) of having been the 
caufe of the lofs of Trogus Pompeius his Hiftory : 
and the loís of part of the works of Livy, isim- 
puted alfo to Lucius Floras , by rhe Epiromys 
which both have made, of thefe great works, 
which probably had been preferved, but for their 
abbijeviarions. 
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A S thofe that fearch for Springs, or convey- 
ers of Water, whom the Latins call Agui- 
leges, take 1t for a good Avgury, if they 

fee fmoak arife out of certain grounds in the 

Morning; becaufe it is one of the fignes, which 

makes them hope to find therein fome good, 

and abounding Springs: focthey who underftand 
beft the nature of our Souls: rejoice when they 
obferve, in our tendere{t years, cfarnett defires 
of learning ; and gertain tranfports of ardour in 
the purfuic of Science, from whence they draw 
almoít affured conjectures of the merit of our 
minds:, and of their future exceilence : upon fuch 
1 con«eption was founded the predictions of He- 
2doz5s, mentioned in the foregoing Chapter , 
nen he cbferv’d Thucydides moved even to 
zrs by. hearing him recite his rare Yreacfe 


of 
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of the Adufes, in one of che moft celebrated Af- 
femblies of Greece. He cook chát for a fign of 
the growing greatnefs of his Genius: and as a 
Thorr pricks, as it grows, he judged that foe ex- 
traordinary an emotion, in his tender Age, pro- 
ceeding from forare a. Subject, would ‘produce 
one day fomething memorable, and be follow7d 
by thofe agrreable svatchines , and difquiecs , 
which give Immortality to che learned of. Man- 
kind ‘Thucydides lived about Four hundred and 
Thircy years before the Incarnation of Chrift Anno 
Mundi 3520. and as he was a perfon of filuftricus 
Birth, and a great Fortune, added to the excel. 
lency of his Indoiwmenrs, he had no temptation 
to betray truth, in whac he was to deliver to po- 
fterity ; and though fome have cenfured the man- 
ner of his writeing few ever queftioned the truth 
of 1t. 

He was rich, and of Royal extraction, but his 
opulency was augmented by his Marriage to a ve- 
ry rich Wife, a Daughter of a King of Thrace: 
and being very curious to have perfect inreHi- 
gence of affairs; in order to the compiling of his 
Hiftory, he émploied great fusnms of money to 
procure memorials competent to-his deign, not 
only from the Athenians, bucche Lacesltemonians 
alfo; thac out of bis collections from both, the 
great Tranfactions of thatctime might be tl'e ber- 
cer, and more impartially difcovered; as Mò- 
nument to iníiruéct the Ages to come, for he inti- 
culech his Hiftory KTH YMA ’BS ABI, Which figni- 
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fies a poffeffion for Everlafting Ic comprehends 

rhe Peloponnefian War, which lafted one and 
Twenty years: for though fome Writers make ic 

to continue bx years longer, yet others, «nd per- 

haps the more judicious obíervers do make, what 

follows in the fucceeding fix years after our Hiffo- 
viographer had ended his work, to be rather the 
canfequencés of that War, than truy a part of 1t : 

but avhat was deficient in thé affairs of cbofíe 

years , was fince fupplied by Theopompus, and 

treated on by Xexophon, who begins his Hiftory, 

where Thucydides ended. There are fome Cri- 
ticks,chat do not believe his Eighth Pook (accord- 

ing to the ordinary divifion ) to have been writ- 

cen by him: fome afcribe it to hie Daughter : 

others to Xexephon , or Theopompus: but che more 
difcerning parc beleeve the contrary 

When the Pe/oponnefian W ar began to break out, Hobbs iz 
Thucydides conjectured truly that it would prove the life of 
an argument worthy of his labour; and it no, 5 hucydi- 
fooner began, than he began his Hiftory ; purfu- 
ihe rhe fame not in that perfect manner , in 
which we now feeit ; but by way of Commen- 
tary, or plain Beegifter of the a&tions and paf- 
faces thereof, as from time to time they fell out, 
and came tonis knowledg: but fuch a Commen- 
tary it was, as might ( perhaps ) deferve to be 
— before a Hiltory written by another : 
ence itis very probable, that the Erghth Book 
is left the fame it was, when he firít writ ir, 
heither beatified wich Orations, nor fo well ce- 
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mented at the tranfitions, as the former feaveri 
Books are. And though he began to write as foorr 
as ever.the War wason foor; yet he began not 
to perfect and poliíh the Hiftory, til after he 
was banifhed, and why hedid nor refine-his laft 
Book equal to the reít, is not known ; for he out- 
lived the whole War as appears:by what he re- 
laces in his firtir Book, where hefaies, he lifed 
in banifhment Twenty years, æter his charge at 
Amphipolis , which was in che Eighth year of 
thac Wat, which in the whole, by the largeft 
computation laed but {even and twenty years. - 
It is hard to judge, whether the method and 
difpofition of the Hiftory, or the Stile of it, be 
moft to be praifed ; (ince he hath in both (hewed 
himfelf fo great a Mafter, that none that have 
writ fince, have exceeded him in either. As to 
the difpofition, we fhall in this place only ob- 
ferve, that in his firft Book, he hath firt, by way 
of propoficion, derived the Srate of Greece from 
its Infancy, tothe vigorous ftature ic then was 
at, when he began to write: and next declareth 
the caufes both réal, and prerended , of the 
War whereof he was to write: In the reft, in 
which he handleth the War it felf, he f&lloweth 
diftindly and purely the order of time through- 
out, relating what came to pafs from year to 
year, and fubdividing each yearinto a Summer, 
and a Winter. The grounds and motives of eve 
ry action he fers down -before the action ic felf, 
either narratively, or in the form of deliberative 
| Orati- 
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Orations, in the perfons of fuch, as from time to 
time bare {way inthe Common Wealth. After 
the a&ions, when there 1s juft occafion, he giveth 
his judement of them, fhewing by what means 
the fuccefs came, either to be furthered, or hin- 
dered. 
His flyle is better difcovered , by what the 
malt excellent of the ancient VW-:ters have ex- 
reffed of ir, thanby my Pen. Cicero, in his 
fecond Book de Oratore, writes thus; 7 bucydi- 
des, (in my opinion ) in the art of exprefhon, 
exceeded all that went before ; for he fo abounds 
in matter, that the number of his fentences, doth 
almoft equal the number of his words - and in 
them he is fo apt, and fo concife, that one can- 
not difcern ; whether his words do more illu- 
{trate his fentences, orhis fentences, his words, 
As for his Dialeét, itis purely, trick, and Pho- 
Hs judges, that as Herodotus {hould be a rule to 
fuch as would be perfe& in the Jomck ftyle : fo 
Thucydides is the moft excellent example, one 
can propofe to himfelf, of a language purely 
Attick He is reproached neverthelefs, of having 
too much affe&ed the reviving of ancient words, 
which were, éven in his time, obfolete, and of 
having *kewife taken aliberry to compofe new 
ones ; which has contributed much torender him 
fometimes fo obfcure, that even his contempora- 
Nes complained, that he was in fome places {carce 
intelligible to his readers. But A4Zarcellinus, who 


de{crised nisdife, hath writ in his defence, that 
C 2 he 
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he affected obfcurity, and rendered himfelf pur- 
pofely nor intelligible , that he might be opely. 
underfinod by the learned: yet this obfcurity_is 
not found inthe narratives of things done, or in 
the defcripticn of places, or of battels ,_ in all 
which he 1s molt perípicuous, as Plutarch telti- 
fieth of him. Inthe Characters of mens humours; 
and manners, 4>cLapplying chem to affairs of can. 
fequence, it isalmoftimpothible, nor to be ob- 
fcure, to ordinary capacities, in what words fo- 
ever one deliver his mind. If therefore Thucy- 
dides in ‘his Orations, or inthe defcription of a 
Sedition, or other thing of that kind, be not ea- 
fly underftood; it isof thofe onely that cannot 
penetrate into the nature of fuch things , and 
notfromhis intricacy of expreffion. 

Dionyfins Halicarna[ffeus obferves, that Herodo- 
tus has great advantages over Thucydides, in the 
choice ofthe Subjects whereof they both treated, 
for che extent of the marter treared of by the firff, 
is more diffufed » and therefore feems more a- 
ereeable then that of the larter. his aim is to 

efare all the mcf memorable thines , done by 

the Greeks, and Barbarians, during the {pace of 
two or three hundred years, which comprehends 
io many great actions, fo various, and weycthy to 
be known, that the relation of them cannot buc 
be grateful tothe reader. Whereas Thucydides 
nach fhut himfelf up, almoft to the {pace of ffa 
ven and twenty years, which is not only a very 
marrow «omipais; buc elíothe mo uffortunar- 
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he could chufe in all the Greek Hiflory : vhich 
contains few memorable actions, and thofe nri. 
vous to have been recorded to potteriry. Ihe 
fame Dionyfius finds much faulc with the order, 
Thucydides ufesin the diftribution of his matter, 
reprefenting, by half years, all that happened in 
divers places ; without mingling the fucceffes 
of the Wiprer, with thofe of the Summer, fo 
tat he is found to leave thins imperfect, to 
pals to others, which make the memory of the 
former loft , when he proceeds to continue the 
Hittory to the following half year. And Monfenr 
de la Mothe le Vayer, our Author, improves this 
reflection of Diozy//z5 ; certainly ( faies he ) there 
is nothing troubles the mind more than this iñ- 
terruption ; and he never reaps any profit from an 
Hiflorical narration, who doth not end the things 
he rreats of, till he has jumbled together an in- 
finite number of agtions. Thisis good ( conti- 
nues he) in nothing but Romances, where this are 
tifice is purpofely ufed to render their faults lefs 
apparent ; bur truth loves to fliew it (elf alto- 
gether and intire, which /ferodetus knew how to 
practife incomparably bettes thon any one. He 
never leaves an event, till he hasreprefented ic 


as far as it extends, ond when he has fully con- 


rentea che curialiry of his Header, he pafles fo 
well to other fuccefles ; or as rhe Rbetoricians 
fay, ufes fuch due and fit tranfitions , that the 
mind iscarried on, not only without refiftance, 
but even with pleafure and tranfport, Bue Mr. 
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Hobbs, who has more curioufly than any, confi- 
dered the Hiftory of Thucydides, very fully an- 
{fwers thefe objections : To the firft he faies, chat 
the principal and moft neceffary office of him 
thac will write a Hiftory, is to take fuch an ar- 
pum, as 1s both within his power well to 
andle, and profitable to pofteriry chat fhall read 
ic: which he faies Thucydides hath done better 
then Herodotus. For Herodotus undertook to write 
of thofe things, of which it was impoffible for 
him to know the truth : but Thucydides writeth 
of one War, the beginning and conclufion where- 
of he was certainly ablero inform himfelf: and 
by propounding inhis proem the miferies of it, 
he fhews it was a great War, and worthy not to 
be conceal'd from pofterity ; for men profit more 
oy looking atadveríe events, than on thofe that 
are profperous. 
lothe fecond, namely the order of diftribu- 
tion, he faies, whoever {hall read the Hiftory of 
d bucydides attentively, fhall more diftinétly con- 
ceive of every action this way , chan the other : and 
the method is more natural; for as much as his 
purpofe being row?rite of one Relopounefian War, 


he hath this way incorporated all the parrs thereof 


intoone body,ío that there is unity inthe vhole ; 
and the feveral narrations are conceived only as 
parts of that. Whereas the other way he had buc 
fowed together many little Hiftories, and left the 
Petoponneftan War ( which he took for his Subject 
in a Manner unwritten s for neither any part = 
Lac 
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the whole , could juflly have carried fych- a 
Title. 

The fame Mr Hobbs, who mentions many 
other obje&tions of Dionyfius againtt Thucydides, 
and fully and learnedly anfwers them , ‘does ar- 
raion him for his cenfures, as done rather to 
purchafe glory to himfelf in tbe a&ion , than 
to inftruét Mankind. For having firft preferred 
Higrodotus : his Country-man a Ha/yzarzeffean, be~ 
fore Thucydides, who was accounted , even by 
himfelf, the beft of all Hiftorians that ever writ: 
and then , conceiving that his own Hiftory 
might be thought , not inferior to that of ZZe- 
rodotus, by this compuration, he faw the honour 
of the beft Hifforiograpber falling on himfel , 
wherein he hath manifeftly mifreckoned in the 
opinion of all che learned. 

Thucydides has the advantage, of having firtt 
thought upon the animation of Hiftory , chat 
was before a bcdy languifhing; which appears 
in his exa& Orations, compofed in all the three 
forts of Oratory , the demonstrative, the delibe- 
rative, and the Fudicial: Herodotus had attempt- 
ed the fame thing ; but he was content te ufe 
fome obligue {pteches, and thofe almoft ever 
imperfet, néver proceeding fo far as Thucydie 

5, Wijo, in.chis way of writihg, lefc nothing to 
be objeSted againft bythe fevereft Orators. And 
it is faid that Demosthenes was fo well pleafed 
"with his Hiftory, that he cook the pains co tran- 
fcribe ic Eight times, 

By 
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By the confent of all he has theglory of not 
mingling Fables, with his true Narrations. _ if 
he is conílrained toíay a word of Tereus King 
of Threce: and Progne in his Second Book: or 1f 
in defcribing Szes/y, in che beginning of the Sixth, 
he finds himfelf obliged to fpeak of the Cyclops» 
and LeStrigones;’ as Ancient Inhabitants of a pate 
thereof, it is, fo lightly: that the Dogs of £- 
gypt touch not fo haftily the water of Nilas , 
whofe Crocodiles they fear, as he paffes nimbly 
over a fabulous circumftance, to avoid the leatt 
entrance of alyeinto his writings. And yet he 
has nct been fo happy, to be without the re- 
rroach, of not having alwaies fpoken truth: for 
Fofephus affirms that he was taxed of having fal- 
tified his Hiftory in many places: but at the fame 
time he accufes all the Grecians of impofture ; 
and ifone obferves the commendation, he gives 
him afterwards, of having been the molt exact, 
and cautious of all his Country-men, in com- 
piling a Hiflory ; 1c will appear, rather to pro- 
ceed from rhe capricious humour of his Sect, 
than the demerit of an Hiifforiographer: for as 
he was a jew, who made ir his bufinefs to di- 
fcredit all Pagan Hiftory, he thought he ought 
to fay.f[omething,- to the prejudice of Thucydi- 
des, when he had fpared noneof thereft. I fhall 
add here, that 7hucyd:des did not onely lay down 
in his Hiftory all forts of Orations , as we be- 
fore obferved ; bur took the liberty to infert 
Dialogues, as that betwixt the Athenian Gene- 

tals, 
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rals, and rhe Inhabitants of the Ifle of Metos, 
which comprehends a great part of the fifth 
Book to the end. But thofe, that have an aver- 
fion to digreffions, have no reafon to hare them 
in this Authour , who touches them with great 
Art; ag amopngít others che confpiracy of Har- 
modius, and -Ariffogiton, in the (ixeh Book, which 
may juftifie many other excurfions, or like Sal- 
lies, chat are often cenfured with two little rea- 
fon: and notwithftanding all his defects, the moft 
judicious of the learned yeild him the prize of 
Eloquence : and not one of the Ancients deny 
him the glory, of having feconded Pindar, in the 
Grandeur and Majefty of expreffion. 
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E NO P HON does not ove the fame, 


XENOPHON 
he has had fo many Ages, to Hiftory 


X alone; for Philofophy and Arms have 


contributed toit: and Ibelieve chat, for rhefe 
three Qualifications, he may be as well termed * 
Trifmegifius, as Hermes che /Egyptian ; fince he 
is univerfaly acknowledged, to be a very great 
Captain, Philofopher, and Hiftoriographer. He 
has, common with Cefar, the firft and laft Qua- 
lities ; and they ure not deceived , who find a 
third refemblance in their ftile ; Purity , Elo- 
quence, and fweetneís being equally natural to 
them both. They have each an agreeable “manner 
of expreffion, without art, .or affestation ; though 
no art ot affeStation can come near it. The Sur- 
name of Apes Attica, and ef tbenian Mufe, with 
which all the Ancients hase dignified Xeno 

phos, 
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phon, is notonly a witneís, of the beauty of his 
language, and of that hony-like f'veetnefs, which 
tlre Graces feem to have poured on it, with their 
own hands, (co fpeak like Osiztil:22 ) but it is 
a particular mark of his Attick Diale&t, wherein 
he exceMed fo much, thar Diogenes Laertius , 
writing his life, gives no other reafon for the bad 
intelligence, «hat was between him, and Plato, 
than che jealoufie they conceived,-one again{t the 
other , upon that account. Yet Marcellinus , 
who attributes to Thucydides, in his Flogy, the 
height of Eloquence, gives the loweft rank to 
Aenophon, placing Herodotus between both: and 
Dionyfius Halicarnaffeus, when he obferves thar 


the former was alwaies much inferiour to the 
latter. 

But notwithftanding this, iris very confide- 
rable, that Xenophon was the firít Philofopher, 
who applied himfelf tothe compiling of a Hifto- 
ry, which, in what relates to rhe Grecian affairs, 
treats of the Tranfactions of eight and forty years 5 
and begins where Thucydides ended : fhewing 
Alcibiades his retrsn to his Country , whom 
Thucydides, in bis laft Book, left meditating upon 
that retreat Norisitafimall glory to X exophon 5 
but a proof of extraordinary Honefty, to have free- 
ly expofed, tothe publick, che writings of Thz- 
e~dides, which he might have fuppreft, or deli- 
véred as his cwn, if he would have been a Pla- 
olary, and have aícribed, to himfelf, the "M 
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of another, which many others have. done, and 
do daily pra&tife Befides the continuation of the 
Hiftory begun by Thucydides, Xenophon hag loét 
us, that ofthe enrerprife of young (yras, agginít 
his brother Artaxerxes, andthe memorable re- 
treat, of cen thoufand Grecians, from the ex- 
tremities of Rerfia, to their own Country ; in 
which he had almoft the whole hogour, as well 
for his councel, and difcipline, as che exceMen- 
cy of his conduct. 

What he writ, of the inflitution of the E/der * 
Cyrus, is not an hiftorical Treatife, but purely 
Moral,where he drew the figure of a great Prince, 
vithout confining himfelf to the truth, excepe 
of t o orthree events ( viz. ) the taking of Ba- 
bylon z and the captivity of Crefus. All the 
ret is feigned, and has nothing in it commen- 
dable, but the agreeablenefs of the Fable : as Her- 
mogenes has well obferved, on the fubject of Pan- 
thea’s death, who flew her felf, with three Eu- 
nuchs, upon the body of her Husband Abrada.~ 
tus, in the fevench Book of that inftitution. 

Thefe compofitions of Xezepbos, of which we 
have fpoken, arefuch, that as chey may ferve for 
a rule, to rhe fr{t Minifters of State, in all che 
extent of Politicks ( according to tha, excellent 
judgment , which Dzoz Chryfoftomus makes of 
them ) fo.likewife they are capable, to form 
grex Captains , and give the world Generals 
and we have two norsble examples of this, among 


the Romans: for they acknowledg , that their 
"SCI piy, 
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Scipio, furnamed Africanus, had, almoft alwaies, Cicer. 2. 


Xenophons works, in his hands, and that nothings 
made Lucullus capable to oppofe fuch a formi- 
dable enemy , as King Mithridates; but the 
reading the writings of Xenophon. W hereof Lu- 
csilns made fo good ufe by Sea, ( he who be- 
fore had avery fmall infight, into the affairs of 
Wæ ^ that he knew enough afterwards, to gain 
thofe famous Viétories, which few of the learn- 
ed are ignorant of, and whereby the moft con- 
fiderable Provinces of eA fia, became tributary to 
the Romans. 

Xenophon has wrie upon divers Subjects ; and 
it feems that, in many of them, there has been 
Emulation, between him and ZZato, for they both 
compofed, a defence of Secrates ; and many other 
moral, and politick Treatifes, according to the 
obfervation of Diogenes, in Plato's life, without 
any mentioning, one another , with reciprocal 
praife, whatfoever occafion prefented it felf, a- 
mong fo many Dialogues by them expofed , 1n 
the name of Socrates with his Difciples. Some 
will have it, that Xenophon reprefented, in very 
lively colours, rhe defects of one Menon a Thef= 
falian, in the end of the Second Book of Cyrus his 


Tufe quee. 


expedition 5: for no other reafon, than that he was * Libel- 
a friend to P/ate. But as for that other Book, de * lus de e£- 


cE guivocis, printed an Age ago, under the name 
Of Xenophon, itis to be held, one of the impo- 


Itures of e nains Viterbius. In like manner, fome z; 
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would have a cercain{uppofitious Hiflory, of the cap. s. 


Siege 
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Siege of Troy, to pafs for current, under the name 
of one Didtys CretenGs, a Companion of Zdozze-. 
nens,- and of one Dares a Phrygian: and chat ıt 
was ttanflacted, out of Greek, into Latin, by 
Cornelius Nepos 5 when che Stile bewraies , that 
he never thought upon the work ; for it has 
nothing of rhatinimirable purity, and eloquence, 
which appears, in his lives of che Greek, Cap- 
tains, and in chat of e :it;icss, writ by che tame 
Author: fuch impoftures .are offenfive, and can- 
not be too much derefted , by the Lovers of 
truth. And yet fome there are, fo led away by 
their affe&tion for Fables, thac they feed them- 
{elves with fuch trifles , and fo build upon 
thofe idle foundations 5; as thereby to encou. 
rage others , to impofe the like cheats upon 
Mankind. We have lately feen, che Itinerary of 
Alexander Geraldin, Bifhop of St. Dominick, 
who pretends, to have fouud, over all Athro- 
pia, on this, and the other fide of the Line, 
Roman Infcriptions , and Antiquities of fuch 
value; that all others, which che reft of the Earth 
affords , would be deípicable , 1£ the worít of 
his were true: But it is obíervable , that none 
before, or after him, ever faw them : nor is 
there any Scholíar, fo unexperienced in this forc 
of reading, chat cannot eafily difcover, the falfe- 
hood of his obfervations , fo unlikely they are. 
Is it not agreat impertinence to raife’ pillars, ce 
teftifie the Conquet, and abfolute dominion 


of the Romans, in places, where apparently , 
| none 
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none of them ever fet foot: and in dire& op- 
potion, to all we have from their own Hifto- 
ries> The fame judgment is to be made, of 
thofe Hetrufciam or Tuan Antiquities, which 
we have of a frefher date, from one zghira- 
mius, whofe impudence is unpasdonable , for 
deceiving the world at fuch a rate. And perhaps 
it Were not unfit to have punifhments efta- 
blifhed , to fienalife the infamy, of thofe that 
dare expofe, to the publick, fpiricual Aliments, 
fo corrupted and Mortal as thofe are; for no 
poifon operates with more violence , and bad 
effe&s upon the body , then errors and impo- 
flures, upon our minds, when we are infected 
with them. 

An Author, of the lat Age, accufes Xeno- 
phox, of having loved egefilaxs, fo paflionate- 
fy, that not only, in his Book which he writ 
of his praife, buc likewife , in his Hiftory, he 
makes rafh judgments in his favour, and extols 
his Victories, much more than the Laws of Hi- 
ftory will permir. But this Capricio of an Ita- 
lian, will be approved of by very few, becaufe 
it arraigns the judgment of all Antiquity, which 
never {poke fo much to the difadvantage of 
Xenophon. And Tulliy, who mentions his praife 
of chat Prince, does not accufe him of any in- 
decency in it. 

As for his Stile, one may fee, what Hermo- 
genes writes of it, who commendsit, efpecially 


for its fweetrlefs , and fimplicity , which he 
makes 
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makes, one ofthe principal Ornaments of Lan- 
guage; and in this refpect, he, by much, pres 
fers Xenophon, to Plato. 

He was, by Birth, an Athenian, and the Son 
of one Grillaus, and lived , about four hundred 
years, before the Nativity of Christ. 
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$ Xenophon was the firft Philofopher, chat 
A applied himfelf to write Hiftories, fo Po- 


lytins has the advantage to have given us 

the moit confiderable one ext:nt: and made it 
appear, more clearly, than any other Hittoriogra- 
pher, that Hiftory is, as it were, the Metropo- 
ljgan of Philofophy ; to ufe the tearms of the 
Hiftorian, of whom we fhail write, in the Chap- 
ter following. Pat what is (aid of Polybius , 
might be more reafonably admitted, if the whole 
body of his works, were now extant , of which 
only the leaft part remains 5 fince of fourty 
Bcoks, which he compofed, thereare, but the 
five firft, entire; with the Epitomy of the fol- 
lowing twelve, which is continued, to the be- 
ginning of the Eighteenth. Many are of opinion, 
that tnis Epltomy was writ, bythe great affer- 
toug 
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ir or Roman Liberty, Marcas Brutus, becauíc 
- is Kzown, that he delighted, in nothing, IA 
much ws in reading Hiftory , being a man fe 
Jifhcult ro pleafe, that Ciceros works did not af- 
fect him, and aherefo:e he imployed his lea- 
fure , in Epicomifing the Hiftory of Pelybius , 
finding therein, befides that inftruétion where- 
with tc abounded, the confolation, he needed, 
in the lat, and molt unfortunate daies of his= 
life. The Subjeét of this Hiftory, were all the 
mott confiderable a&ions in the world , from 
the beginning of tke fecond Punick War, to the 
&éndofthet, which terminated che differences, of 
the Romans, with the Macedonian Kings, by the 
utter ruine of their Monarchy ‘This includes 
the fpace of Three and Fifty years, the events 
of which, Pe/ybiss fhe.ved, in the latt Eight and 
Thirty Books: for the Two firlt, are not fo much 
of che body of his Hiflory, as they ferve for a 
preparative, tna fummary narration, of the taking 
of Rome, by the Gaules, under the conduét of 
Prenvtas, and of chat which tollowed, until the 
arit year, of che fecond Was, againft the Car- 
thaginians. But though the affs; of the Roe 
man Esmpire, were much tore exaétly defcrib- 
ed by him, than tbe reft of thofe, that writ of 
that *ubject ; becaufe his chief aim was to omit 
nothing, that might give a perfeét informatior 
ot them: yet henegiected not alfo to reprefent 
the concerns, of all rhe orher powers of the Uni 
verie sun:;cldins che interefls, of the Kings of 
i | Syria 
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Syria, Egypt, Macedon , Pontus , Cappadocia , 
and *Per(» , with thofe of all the different 
Dynatties, which were then in Greece. And 
therefore he gave, the name of Catholiék or U- 
niverfal, to his Hiftory, as informing us of the 
deftinies of all the Nations of the Earth: there 
being fcarce any at that time which had not 
fome difference with, or dependance on rhe 
Romans. He received», at his birth, great gifts 
from Nature , which favoured his enterprife 
and that chance of fortune, which made him 
come to Rome, was no fmall advantage to him 3; 
fince he is indebted to it, not only for rhe bett 
parc of his learning, but the important friend 
{hip , he contracted with Serpro, and Lelins , 
which contributed much to the celebration of 
his Hiftory, topofteriry But the pains, he took 
in the acquifition of all, that could put him in 
a capacity of writing ir well, and labouring for 
eternity , feems worthy to be confidered He 
thought it was required of a good Hiftoriogra- 
pher, to have feen the beft part of thofe things 
he related, according to the Erymologie of che 
name, given bv the Grecians, to that profeffion. 
He knew rhe errors, which the ignorance of pla- 
ces, made Timeas commit : for he reproached 
him, in his Twelfth £ook, that having trufted 
to the reports of others, and not travelled him- 
felf, he might be proved guilty of many errors 
And potfibly having learned the Latin Tongue, 
with great care, he remembred the expreflions, 
D 2 which 
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which ZZezrtzs ( who lived an Age before him ) 
makes CWeffexio {ay to CAMenechmus , that un- 
;c(s they had a defign to write a t:iliory , he 
chought, they had feen enough of the World 
uim nos binc domum 
Redimus, mifi (7 Hiftoriam feripturt fumus 
So much they, at that time, thought travel ne- 
ceflary to an Hifo: tiosrapher, who could make 
no exa& defcription, nor be confident of the au- 
thority of his memorials, from whatíoever place 
ne fhouki have them, if he had not rectified 
them, by his own fight, viewing himfelf che 
Countriés, he intended to treat of. Polybius re- 
folved therefore, to know exactly many places, 
as well of Europe, as Afia, and Africa; whether 
he went purpofely , to be affured of what he 
right write of them. And heufed Se;pio’s Au- 
thority, to procure Veflels, fit toSail onthe At- 
lantick. Ocean, judging that, what he fhould 
there obferve might prove ufeful to nis intenti- 
ons. Ic is certain, that he paffed the Alps, and 
one part of the Gaules, to reprefent truly Haa- 
sibals paflage into Italy, and fearing to omit the 
ieaft circumflance, of the fame, Scipio's actions, 
he travelled all over Spain, and flopt particu- 
larly ac new Carthage , that he might carefully 
lludy the fcituation of it... But now we are men- 
tioning, the famous Subverter of Carthage, Se:- 
ple «"Emiliaues Grand Son, by adoption, of Scipio 
Africanus ( who vanquifhed  ZZazzbal, after he 
had compelled himto leave /ta/y ) 3t may not bc 
mpropet 
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improper to, infert, what *Po/jbiss himfelf left 
in Writing, concerning the ftri& friendfhip, which 
was oetween them two fhall borrow the difcourfe 
of it, from a fragment of his one and thirtieth 
Fook, taken from the Collections, of Coxftantixus 
Porpbyrogeznuetzs , under the Title, of Vice, and 
Vertue ; he cells us in that place, tnat this recipro- 
cal atfeCtion had its rife, from the pleafure they 
took together, to talk of books, and communi- 
cate them, one to another ‘This wasthe reafon 
why Scipio empioied all bis own, and his Bro- 
ther Fabiss his credit, to obtain icave fo: Po- 
lybius, to live at Rome, when the other Greci- 
ans ( which were fent for, as well as he, to re- 
main as Holtages ) were diftribuced through all 
the ret of the Ciues in. 7r2/y, One day, when 
they had Dined all Three together, Scipio, be- 
ing alone with Polybius, after dinner ( bluthing 
alittle ) complained to him, that he alwaies ad- 
drefled his fpeech ac Table to his Brother. Per- 
haps, faid he, you do it, becanfe you fee me lefs 
astive than he; ani that lam carelefs ro feck 
fame by publick pleading , in which the Youth 
of this City employ their time, and by this 
meafure, you, and many others of my friends, 
may conceive amifs of me, which will bemo&mall 
trouble to me. Po/ybiss (oon perceived the com- 
mendable jealoufie of Sc/pro, who was not full 
Eighteen years old , and ofluring him, of the 
efteem he had of his perfon, as one moft worthy 
te bear the many illuftz?ious names, which his 
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Predeceffors had left him, he excufed himfelf, 
in refpeét of Fabius, to whom, he faxit, being the 
eldeft , civiliry often required him to direct his 
difcourf2, which he praicd bim not to app:ehénd 
amifs in him: and afcer this little expoftulation, 
which was followed by a mutual proreftaticn o£ 
good will, Sepiro never received amy one, into 
{ucit a firict or € ordial ramiliarity, Lelius except- 
ed, as he did Poalybrzes, 

I thought the circumf{tances of this conference, 
between Two fuch great men, fo much the more 
confiderable, befides thac thereby we make fome 
difcovery of their Genius, which alwaies appears, 
more in a private difcourfe, than in any che mof 
ferious aétions, that I may, by this intlance, re- 
fute the impertinence of a modern Writer, who 
bad che impudence, to make many injurious re- 
Hestions on Polybizs. It is one Sebaffian Alaca 
€1224, that. treating of Hifiory, and declaming a- 
gain{t aigreffions , took occafion, to condemn 
chofe of Saluft and Polybizzs , indecently calling 
them, bafe conditioned Fellows, and men, fprumg 
out of che dregs of, the People Andthe more to 
defame the latter, he particuiarly adds, that he 
was ameer pedant, given to Scipio, to ferve him, 
in the Quality of a Preceptor But this is too 
malicious, to pafs Without an anf ver, on Poty- 
“ius his account, deferring, what may be faid 
in behalf of Salaf , till we treat of the Latin 
thflorians. None that converfe with Rooks can 
m2 ignoranta thar Polybivs was of CAferalozalss, 
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City in 4rcadia: and that he was Son, or Ly- 
tortas, General of the Achaians, which was the 
molt puiflamc Kepublick chenin Greece. ‘that 
great State fent them, both Fatherand Son, in 
Quality of Ambafladors, to King Pto/omesss fur- 
named Epiphanes; and the Son had afterwards 
the fafne Honour, when he was deputed , to go 
to the Roman Conful , which made War upon 
King Perfezs in Theffaly. His Birth then was very 
illu@rious, contrary to What was faid, oy Maca 
cis, and itis not probable, that a perfon, fo ex- 
ercifed inthe affairs of State, and accuítomed 
to great emploiments, as Polybius was, thould be 
known to Scipio, for no other purpofe, than toin- 


Gruét him in the Rudiments of Grammar. Nor 


has any, but rhisdetraétor, had folewd an imagt» 


nation of him All che ^ ncients, Who writ of 


Polybius, have done it, with great commendati.. 
ons, and many of them efteemed Serpro, for no- 
thing more, than his choice of fo faithful a Corn- 
fellour, and his carryirg him with him, in ali his 
military expeditions. (ato reproached a Reman 


Conful, for having had a Poet, amongít thoíe of » 


his train, when he went to vifta Province, out 
of Iraly Iwill not fay, he fhewed in that too 
much of the Fnilofophical feverity, of which be 
made profeffion; though it is faid, chat be would 
himfelf, fometimes, quit that humour, when ne 
feafted with his friends: but it is*certain, that 
no man ever found fault, with the choice, S£; 
pio made, of the perfon of Po/iis;, to accom- 
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pany him, for he was neither confidered as a Poet» 
nor meer G:ammarian, i£to be fuchmay be ac- 
counted faults , the fragment we quoted is ex- 
prefs enough , to aflure us of the contrary, in 
purfuance indeed of the difcourfe he ufed , to 
pleafe Scipio, he added, that neither his Brother 
Fabius, nor he, should ever want inftruétors, in 
what related to letters , which he might de~ 
cently enough fay, conlidering the great num- 
ber of learned men, which came daily ro Rome, 
from all parts of Greece: and in further compli- 
ance with him, that no man fhould be more zea- 
lous, or induftrious, than he , to improve his 
thoughts to things worthy of his Birth, and what 
might be expected from a fucceffor of the Sci- 
afaatie pYo's and «imylu. After this conference, {aies 
nus Por- my Author, Polybius Was hardly ever out of Sci- 
phyroget- tios company » Who communicated to him his 
— affairs, and made ufe of his Coun- 
fupra. mot important affairs, 
fel, in all the occurrences of the great emploi- 
ments he had. But who canbe fife from the in- 
folence of detractors, when there will be found, 
fome that vilifie this grear Hiftorian, though he 
was honored, ia Inferiprtions and Statues, by 
his Councry-men, who beft knew, bis Quality 
(as may be feen in Paufanias ) to acknowledge 
thereby, the efteem they had of his benefits and 
rare merit. 

There might perhaps be more reafon, to lay 
to bis charge, asfome have done, his not hav- 
ing been religious enough, in his devotion ra 
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sie Deity ; for though he fpeake, in many pla- 
ces, very advantagionfly of the wo:thip of the 
Gods ; as when he attribuces. all che glory of Ar- 
cadia his Country , to the greac care they had, 
to ferve the Alrars : and ecHeshere profefics s 
thas he abhors the outrogiouínefs of War, thae 
caufes the deflru&ion of Temples , Which he 
makes to be a moft capital crime. Yer he de- 
clares fo formally, in anocber place, againft che 
Divinity, and all thofe, winch in hisrime, held 
the opinion, of the pains of Hell, thatit appears 
evidently, he believed nothing the:cof. And a- 
bout the end of his Sixch Book, he obterves, that 
fuperttiiion, which was accounted a vice by ali 
other Nations, pall for a Vertue, among the Fo- 


mans. I£ one could, faies he, «oiv pote a Reprub-— 


lick, only of wife and vertuous men ; all thole fa- 
bulous opinions, of Gods, end Heil, would be al- 
tosether fuperfluous But fincc there is ro Stare, 
where the people are noz (as we fee chem ) feb- 
jest, to all forts of irregularities, and evil edt 
ons, one muft, to bridle tbem, make ule of tbofe 
iMiaginary fears, that our Religion imprints, and 
the panick terrors of the other s orld, which the 
Ancients have. fo prudently introduced to 
this end thar they conact be contradidied now 
by any but rafh perfons, or thofe who are noc 
well in their Wits. Ler chem who cefend Poty- 
Fi in every thing (as Cafazbon has done ) fay 
what they pleafe, on his behalf, they can never 
make him país (after fo formal a Declaration ) 

for 
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foraman , very zealous in the Religion of his 
time. "hey would, perhaps, dohim, better fer- 
vice, to fpeak of him, as of a Soul, illuminated 
by Heaven, in the darknefs of Paganifm: and 
who believing, but in one Principle , or only Dei- 
ty, laughed at all thofe , which the Idolatry 
then reigning, made to be adored, as well as at 
the Elyfian Fields, Cerberus, and Rhadamantus, 
which were reprefented to thofe Profelites. TEus, 
in my opinion, he may be bett acquitted (if ie 
be poffible) of the crime of impiety, putting 
him, in the rank of Heraclitus , and Socrates, 
whom, St. 74/7;i4 more charitably, than perhaps 
truly, maintains to be Chriftians , long before 
Chriftianity. 

Befidesthe Forty Books of his Untverfal Hi- 
ftory, it is credible, by one of che Letters, which 
Cicero writ to Lucceius, that he made a particu- 
lar Treatife of the War of Numantia. His great 
Age furnifhed him with the convenience to write 
much, fince we underftand, from Luciaz, that 
he paffed the great Climaéterical year, and died 
not, till he was Eighty two years old, about Two 
Hundred and T hizy years, before Chrifz. He con- 
feffes himfelf, that the advice ef, Lelis, which 
he often required in their ordinary conferences, 
and the memorials, which that great perfon furs 
nifhed him .withal, were. very advantagious to 
him. But, as to his manner of writing, the An- 
cients agree not, that he ought tobe accounted, 
eloquent, Droxyfius Halicarnaffews, the moh Griét 
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and auílere c itick among them, names him im- 
polite, and x proaches him with negligence, both 
in the choice ofwords, and f{tructure or compo- 
fition of his periods. His excellency 1s never- 


thelefs fuch, in all other things, that one ought. 


to think, chat he neglected words, as of little 
importance , to tie himfel£ entirely, to things 
more ferious Titus Livius is not thought very 
ingenious, to give him only tne: commendation, 
of a Writer not to be defyifed, fince whole books 
of his, are feen tranfcribed, word for word, in 
his Decades. It is fure, we have no Hittorian, 
of whom one may learn more, in matter of go- 
vernment, and civil prudence, than of Po/ybrus. 
He does not think a fimple narration fufhcient, 
but moves pathetically ; and inftruéts no lefs like 
a Philofopher, than an Hiílorian.  *Patrit:zs 1s 
miftaken, to reprehend ‘him for that method of 
Writing, without confidering the affinity, which 
has alwaies been, berween Hiftory, and Philofo- 
phy, which is fuch, that the, former, has been 
sften defined tobe, aPhilofophy filled with ex- 
amples. Perhaps, a meer Commentator 1s cone 
demnable , when ne acts the Philofopher too 
much, and ftrecches fo far that way ; which can- 
not be faid of one, that undertakes to write a juft 
Hiflory. We learn from Suidas, that one Scylax 
( whom he confounds, with a certam Mathema- 
tician of that name) made an invective againft 
Polybius, whicn was nor, poffibly, more reafon- 
able, rhan the cenfure of the forementioned Patri- 

tus. 
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2/45 I cannot alfo be reconciled to thofe, who are 
fcandalifed, that he called, one of the Capes or 
Promontories of Sicily, Pelorus, long before than 
name was impofed onic. For, treating of the frit 
Punick War, he calls the place, Pelorus, where 
that innocent Pilot was interred, whom Hannibal 
flew, long after, fo unjuftly, and which gave, 
it's name of Pelorus, to the Promontory now cale 
led (Capo di Faro (ifthis Etymologie, which is 
combated by the learned Cluverius, may be re- 
ceived. ) However it isa way of fpeaking, which 
the Compilers of the holy Scriptures praétifed 
when it was neceflary co make athing bettet un- 
derítood. He is, it may be, not excufable , for 
having, contrary to the. truch of Hiftory, flatcer'd 
his Scipio, to that degree, asto mike him exer- 
cife a memorable example of continency , to- 
wards the fair Spanith Captive, with whom ne- 
verthelefs he was (o taken, that he could never 
refolve to reftore her Valerius eAatias is he, who 
charges him with this crime, in 244/55 Gellins 5 
which feems to me [o much the more ttrange ; be- 
caufe-Po/ybius compared Hiftory ( which has not 
truth. for a Guide) cto an Animal, whofe Eies 
are put out, and he prerended, afeer Timeus, to 
render tzurch, as effential to an Hiftory, as recti- 
rude to a Rule; in which refemblance, he may 
be reafo4^bly contradicted,- as T remember, I have 
done in :nozher work. The great affection, he had 
for Serpro, puts me in mind of the excellent. coun- 
fel he gave him, that whenfoever he went or 
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ne fhould never return cohis Houfe, till ke had 
firt endeavuured, to gain the friendfhip of fome 
particular perfon, by oblieing himall the waies, 


thar lay in his power. And although this wasa 


very ufeful advice, to him that received it, I 
mention it, inthis place, to fhew the grear hu- 
manity, Which appeared, in him that gave it. We 
ar@indebted, to Pope Nicolas the Fifth, that great 
friend of the Mufes, and reftorer of letters , for 
the firt publication of the Works of Polybius, 
at that time, when the Turks invaded Cox/tanti. 
nople, though they are much augmented fince in 
the latter Editions, 
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our modern Geographers, teaches us chat 

^ eA gyrinm ( of which Dioderus Siculus 
fpeaks, as ot the place of his birth ) is now cal- 
led San Filippo d' Agyrone, Ic is a great honor 
to this little. place, to have given co its Mle 
fuch a perfon, without whom no body would 
know its Antiquity ; nor many things which ren- 
der tt very confiderable. He fa1es in. the begin- 
ning of his Hiflory (Ç which ftands inítead of a 
preface ro it) that he was no lefs than Thirty 
years in writing it, in the Capital City of the 
World, where he gathered Notions, which he 


could nct have elfewhere; confeflyng tbat = 
watt 
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vaftnefs of she Roman Empire had extreamly fa- 
youred his defign. But neverthelefs he did not 
omit to go himfelf, through the greateft part, of 
the Provinces of Ezrope, and Afia : wherene was 
in many dangers, and endured extream labour, 
thac he might not commit the faults, which he 
had remarked (ashe faies) in thofe , who had 
melled to fpeak of places, where they had ne- 
ver been. Ic does nct appear inthat place, that 
he faw Affrick, and yet weread in the fecond 
Section of his firft Book, that he travelled to 
fEgypt, in the raign of that Pre/ezy , who 1s 
diftinguifhed from the reft, by the Surname of 
new Bacchus, or Dionyfius , and who was che 
fit Husband of his Sifter Cleopatra: whereby 
one may note, that the beft part of —Lgype was 
formerly, of e4fa, when the Geographers di- 
vided it, from Afrim, rather by the ZVz/e, than 
the Ked Sea. 

It isnot without reafon, that Diodorus gave 
his work, the name of an iiiiior;cz/ Library , 
Gace, when it was intire, it had united in one, 
according tothe order of times, all that which 
other Hiftoriaps have writ feparately : for he had 
comprifed in Forty Books, whereof we have but 
Fifteen remaining, the moft remarkable paffages 
in the World, during the fpace of Eleven Hun- 
dred and Fighcand Thirty years, without reckon- 
ing, what was comprehended, in his fx firft books 
of the more fabulous times, that is to fay , of 
ail. whieh hed preceded the War of Troy. His 
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Hifory is then truly, Oecumenical or Univer- 
fal, and we ought, fo much the more, to bewail 
what is wanting, fince, afrec chelofs of Bergfus, 
Lheopompus, Epkorus, Philiftius, Callifthenes, Tiz 
7:245, and fuch other great Authors, cbe read- 
ing of Diodsres alone, repaired in fome manner 
our dammage , having compiled, and digefted 
all their works in his Library. Of the Sia fif 
Books before mentioned, the Zaft is no where 
to be found, although Raphael Volaterranus, and 
fome others, quote it fometimes, as if we had 
1t yer. Jur if one obferves exactly , ir. will be 
found , that they mifreckon incheir account ; 
and that what they report to be in che Sixth, is 
in the precedent Book, which Dyrodorus names, 
the Infzfar, and which is only che Fifth. The 
error proceeds from tke firt impreffion, which 
was ali Z4r/5, and whereta Poggins tlorentinus, 
Author of the tranflation , which Pope Nicolaus 
Quintus defired_of him, made Two Books of the 
frf, becaufe "Mus divided it into T «o dif- 
ferent Sec1ons: By this means the fecond be- 
came the Third; and corfequently that which 
was but the fifth, was taken for rhe //xtb, as if 
we had. loft no more, of the fabulous Antiqui- 
Tbe Grecks ties Of Greece, contained in the Fourth, Fifth, and 
called all Sixth book , than of thofe of the Barbarians 
Nati?» which we have intire, in the fixft, fecozd, and 
fewer, by third, | Dy. 
that The remainder of Diodorus bis Library conis 
name. 3n Two parts, which are fquared by~7woE pochies 
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of note. The fif? reaches from the deftru&ion of 
Troy, to the death of Alexander tbe Great: for 
the underftanding whereof, and all which hap- 
pened in the world during that time, ne em- 
ploied Even whole Books, which are from the 
Sixth to the beginning of the Eighteenth 5 of 
this number the four firt are loft, but we have 
theother Seavez remaining The Second Epoche 
{tretches from the time in which the firft ended, 
to that of the Conquefts of 7/5 Cafar in Gal- 
lias; when he made England, and the Brittifh 
Ocean, the limits of the Roman Empire, on the 
Worth fide. The marvellous fuccefles of all this 
interval, were defcribed in Three and Twenty 
Books ; but there remains no more, than the 
Eighteenth, the Nineteexth, and the Twentieth, to 
our time: the others untothe Fortreth being all 
lott, except fome fmall fragments, taken from 
Enfebius, Photius, and fome others, who ufed 
Diodorus his Text, in their works. Henrics Ste- 
Phanus affirms, outof a Letter communicated to 
hrm by Mr Lazaro Ba;f , that all the works of 
Diodorus are found entire, in fome corner of 
Sicily, Iconfefs I would willingly go, almoft 
to the end of the World, if Y thought. to find 
there fo great a Treafure. And I {hall envy thofe, 
that will come after us, this important difco- 
very, if it fhall be made , when we fhall be 
no more, and that inftead of Fifteen Books only > 
which we now enjoy, they fhall poflefs the whete 
E arty 
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Since Diodorus fpeaks of Fulinus Cefar, Which 
he does in more than one place, and alwaies 
with an attribute offome Di;v'zity, as it is the 
cuítome of the Pagans, he cannot be more Ane 
cient than he; which 1s about Forty Eight years, 
before the Nativity of Chriff. But wheh Exfe. 
bias writes in his Chronicles, thac Diodorus Sicu- 
lus lived under this Emsperoar, it feems tha he 
limits the life of he former, with the reign of 
the /atrer. Yet.Suidas prolongs his daies even to 
Auguftus. And Scaliger very well obferves, in 
his antmadverfions upon E»zfebizs, that Diodorus 
muft needs have lived ro a very ereat Age, and 
that he was aliveat leaf half the Reign of An- 
guftus, fince be mentions, on the fubject of the 
O/ymptads , «he v.omans Biffext/. year, which 
nime wasnot ufed, before the Faffs, and Ca- 
lendar were corrected, whi h was done by Oéfa- 
vins Augufius, co make che work of his Predecef- 
fer more perfcét. We, hàve ar this time, in the 
litt impretfion of “Diodorus, a Fragment of Nis 
Seven and Thirtiecth Book, which would remove 
all chis difficulty., if ic were true: for in it is 
feen the death of Cefar, revenged by the 7z5»- 
virat, on Brutus, and Caffias , with the fall 
of Anthony, andthe eftablithing of Auguffus in 
the Empire, for all his life. This would infer 
that Diodorus lived longer, than Augufins. Bue 
that colle&ion, whichis fomewhat larger in Phe- 
tius, fhews by thote whom he calls Illuftrious, 
by a Title’unknown in the Age of Dioderws, that: 

another 
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another was the Author of it, or that his Text 
has received additions from fome one, who 
lived long after his time, whence confequently 
we cannot make any certain concluGon. 

The time of thefe Iwo Emperors Cefar and 
Auguftus, is indeed the Age of the beit Latin, as 
all, who underftand it , agree: but not fo of 
Greek; becdufe, even in their time, the Athenian 
Eloquence was already transferred to Rome, and 
that faculty , which delights in command, had 
quitted the vanquifhed , to follow the fortune 
of the victorious, taking their habit, and Lan- 
guage. It 1s no wonder then, that Dicderus is not 
equal, in this refpect, to Herodotus, Thucydides, 
or Xenophon, bing a Sicilian onely, and having, 
added to that, the difacvanrage to write in fuch 
a feafon. Photins neverthelefs does not forbear 
to praife his Stile, as cing very clear, unaffect. 
Cd, and very proper for his Subject, which is Hi- 
flory. Iris (Ç faies he) neither too Attiek, nor 
too full of Ancient words. His manner of writing 
has a jut mediocrity , ber-veen the moft. high 
Stile, and the other, which the School calls hum- 
ble and creeping, for its lownefs, which is al- 
wales avoided by Diodorus. There is certainly 


more reaíon to credit, tbat leaned Patriarch of 


Conftantinople, who wes a molt exact critick in his 
Tongue, than Jebz Bodin, who though he under- 
flood Greek much lefs, ventures to give a quite 
contrary judgment , and reprehend the words, 
as well as the Stile of Diedoras, asif a franger, 
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at this day, could fay any thing worthy confide- 
ration, in that matter, after what has been faid 
by the Ancients, and contrary tothe opinion of 

thofe, te whom Greek was a maternal language 
Nor isthere more heed to be taken, to the 
inveStive of Lodovicus Vives, the Spaniard,-againtt 
Diodorus, than to that of Bodin, the Fresch man. 
The laft blames even the expreffionss and words: 
the firít arraigns the body of his Hiftory, and the 
things whereof his narration is compofed. If we 
believe Vives, there is nothing more vain, than 
rhe Hiifforzcal Library, of our Sicilian: and Pliny 
was much to blame, in his opinion, to fay in his 
Preface, that Diodorus, was the firit of the Greeks, 
who {poke ferioufly, and abftained from writing 
trifles, I know, the Authority of this accufer, 1s 
not fmall, he being very learned, in refpect of 
his Age, and one of thc ornaments of his Coun- 
try: neither am I ignorant that others befides 
him, as *Pigbis:, and Stgonius , complained of 
che faults, which Diederzs committed in Chro- 
nologie, for having follcwed bad computations. 
And Iconfider that Vive having commented, 
on the Books of St Auguftin, “de Civitate Det, re- 
marked in them, how that great Doctor of the 
Church," laughed at the Egyptians, who faid, that 
they had Records, in their Books, a hundred 
thoufand years old, to which Dzodorus his Text 
is not repugnant: nay he goes farther than this, 
when he makes mention, of the great knowledg 
of Heavenly things, which the Chalaeaps had 
~ acquired, 
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acquired, who bragged that they had made ob- 
fervations upon them, for the fpace of four hun- 
dred feventy and two thoufand years before rhe 
cohquefts, of Alexander the Greatin Afa. He 
had already faid, that the Egyprrans reckoned , 
fome Ten, and others of them, Three and twenry 
thoufand years, from Zfis, and Ofris, to che fame 
Alexander: and chat cheir firt Kings, who were 
Gods , did each of them Reign, no lefs than 
Twelve Hundred years. This is doubrlefs that 
account, which 7:ves could not fuffer, and which 
provoked him, to declare fo highly, againít Dic- 
dorus , who will not allow him , to have been 
praifed by PZzy, forany other tbing, than the 
Title of his Hiftory, which is indeed, neither 
improper, nor ridiculous, as many of thofe were, 
which the other Greciams ordinarily gave to their 
Books. 

Buc if that may be (aid to be the onely occa- 
fion, which moved 7/izy, to pronounce this fair 
Elogy, ofour Hifforias ( viz.) Primus apud Gra- 
cos defciit nagari Dioe?rus, yetit was alwaies fae 
vourably interpreted fo extend to bis whole com- 
pofition, and it is a kind of injuftice to affirm, 
as Vives dia, that there is norhing more vain, nor 
lefs folid, than his Hiftory. As forthe Egyptian 
Ephemerides, and the, AGronomical calculations, 
of the Chaldeans, they are inferred, onely to fhew 
what was the tommon belief of thofe people, 
nar arcuing, that be gave any credit co them. He 
is fofar from it, that he fics exprefsly, 1n his 
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Second Book, that he cannot poffibly acquiefe 
to what the Colledge of Chaldeans had deter- 
mined, of tne long fpace of time, which pre- 
ceced the ViStories of Alexander. Y am fo fer 
from condemning the F bles, and excellent My- 
thology, inthe Five firft Books of “10dorus, that 
in my opinion, we have nothing more pretious, 
in all that remains of Antiquity : for befices that 
Fabies may be told ferioufly, and that P/«res 
Limaus, with feveral other works of very great 
coniideration, fhould be rejefted, if they were 
abfolutely unneceflary, itis to be faid of thefe, 
that they teach us, the whole Theology of the 
Idolarers. And if ir were lawful, to give’ a Holy 
name, to a profane thivg, I migbt call che Five 
forementioned Books, the Bible of ‘Paganifm, ince 
they teach us at the firl fight, whac the Geztiles 
believed of Eternity , ani she Cre:tion of rhe 
World: and the birth ofthe firit men, is there- 
in afterwards defcribed , according to the pure 
Light of Nature; So taat they reprefent to us 
fo well, all the Theoge 1y of che Egyptians , 
whence that of the Grecks drew irs Original, 
that without Diedorus, we fhould be ignorant, 
of what js mof curious, in that fort of know- 
ledge Neverthélefs heis not the firft Infidel, 
that began hisHiffiory, withthe Original of all 
things, as well as CZZofes, with the Creation of 
tbe World. For he himfelf teaches us, in the 
fifth Beok,, of his Bibliotheca, x hat, Anaram eni smak 
Lampfacum, had not writ the firft of any Ges (ome 
| have. 
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have ill tranflated ic ) but the firt Hifory of 
Greece 5 becaufe he took it from the birrh of che 
Gods, and the infamy of Mankind ( to fpeak 
like him ) continuing it tothe famous barrel of 
Mantinea , and the glorious death of Epamunon- 
das: hewever tince our evil defliny wouid not 
permir the ochers labours to come tous; J be- 
lieve wecansor, at this day, have too great an 
efteem for thofe of Diodoras Which it hath noc 
envied us , nor too much retore tbe injurious 
cenfure of Vives, and fuch hike. 

Buc in this we dono more, than follow, the 
opinion of mot men of letters, not onely Erh- 
nicks, but even Chriftians alo. Jufita Martyr 
calls Diodorus, in feveral places, the moit re- 
nowned, and efteemed, of all the Greek Hitto- 
rians: and proves by bis writings, the excel- 
lence and Antiqnity of the Great Law giver of 
the Hebrews, and wh8®n,he would intinuace, that 
Homer had learned, in Egypt, the moft refined 
hings, he pur into his ifoety, he ufes for ic the 
Authority cf ‘Diodorus, whom he does not name 
wichout praife. And #febius goes beyond: Ja- 
fiin Afartyr, both ia Titles of Honour, and in 
citations offeafiages, Urawn from our Hifferian, 
with wbich he fills, all the books of his Evange- 
lical preparation. And when he treats, of the be- 
einning of the world, and cf what the Ancients 
believed, of the Sun, end Moon, «nd of the cu- 
Rome which the Cartbagizizzs had, to Sacrince 
inen, «fi of infinite other Subjecis, which fall 
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into his principal defign, he alwaies alledges 
Diodorus, bur he does itchiefly, when he exa- 
mins the Theology of the c£gypriass , in his- 
Second Book, , where he very much extols ghe 
fame of him: he calls him a mof illuftrious 
Writer, moft exact in his Narrations , and one 
efteem'd by all learned men for his profound 
do£trine, and he adds, that there is no Grecian, 
who is not defirous to read him, by a common 
approbation, and preference to the reft of their 
Authors. But when he infiftsin his Texth Book, 
of the fame work, that Greece had. received , 
from the hands of thofeic efteemed barbarous; 
and particularly fromthe Jews, all the Sciences 
and learning, for which it had fo great a value ; 
ic is in that he attributes the greare{t Honour 
tohim. For after having ufed tbe Teftimonies 
of St Clement, Porphyrin. , Plato, Democritus, He- 
raclitws, Jofephus, and fucnitke Authors, of the 
fit Claffe, he finifhes J} is proof with a Quo- 
tation, out of the firit Boc « of that incomparabla 
Hittory : tothe end ( [aies be ) that the Authority 
ef Derodorus, may be as a Seal, to all my demon- 
ftration, Tofay che cruth, Le bas a marvellous 
advantage given him by Eufebius , rz-be cited , 
and put exprefsly afeer the reft, to fhew how 
much he is efleemed by him: inthe fame man- 
ner, as Archireéts place that Stone laft, which 
is called the Key of che Arch, and which ‘con- 
duces no lefs tothe foliditv, than the ornament 
of the whole Edifice, 
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This isthat, which I purpofed to add to the 
fuffrages of Pliny, and Photius, in favour of our 
istorian, for fear that the ill terms, which 
Bodin, and Vives, ufed againft him, fhould be 
‘prejudicial to hisfame. IfI had reafon to blame 
him, it.(hould be much rather, for the great fu- 
perfticion, in which he abounds, in all his writ- 
ings, as well as Titus Liwius, among(t the Latins, 
than for his bad Greek, or fo; having handled 
his fubje& ill, whereof thofe indecent Criticks 
accufe him, there being no reafon to diminifh 
his reputation, in that regard. 
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F Dionyfins Falicarnaffeus had not faid him- 
fel£, in che bceinni? of his Hiftory, that he 
lived inthe Empero- Augafius his time Cin 
whofe Reign our Saviour vas born y Strabo would 
teach it us, inthe Fourteenth Beok of his G eogra- 

phy, where fveaking of ¿ae City of Halicarnafe 

fus, he obferves thor u bZilowed on the world, 

Two gteat perfons, Fleredotus, and in our time 

( faies he ) Dionyfius the Hifloriograpner. Sochat 
fince-Srrabo wiineffes, in that fame work, that 
he had it in band, under Augustas, and 7ibe- 
yrs, Weare certain, that Dzosyfías Halicarnaf- 
feus was alfo of the fame e&^£ge, which is, as all 
know, one of rhofe, which moit favored leasing 
and learned men, 
| Saidu 
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Suidas names among many Writers, who bore 
the name ot Diuoxyfus, anocher belides him, we 
{peak of, who was of Hfalicaruaffus alo, and of 
his Poiteriry ; and appeared, under the Emperor 
ef drian, with the Surname of CAM ss[ieus, becaufe 
though he was an Oraror, his princival Valent 
Jay in Mufick, of which he compofed many Books 3 
and among others, one wnerein he interprered 
all che places, of P/ato's Repubkek,, which could 
not be well underftood, without a particular un- 
derfianding of that. Arc. That which makes me 
fay , that this other Dionyfius was defcended 
from the firit, is, that the fame Suidas faies , 
that from Dioxy/ius, the Hiffortan, came one Die. 
ayfius (whom he calls) eM:2ticiffa, who lived 
under Adrian, and had writ a Lexicon of the At- 
tick words, as may be fegn inrthe Hundred and 
Two and Fiftiech Se&iori of Photius. For my 
parc, I am eafily periw ded, thar this Atticift, 
and M e/taaz, are buco e, fince they are both 
rientioned to be under ne Emperor. As for our 
Fiifiorian, he came to Rime, a liccie after Angu- 
Fas had happily finifbtfd the Civil. Wars, and 
1ojourned there Two and Twenty whole years, 
learning the Latine Tongue, and making bis pro- 
vifion of nec<flaries to the defign , he had of 
writing his Hiflory. 

Hie read to this end all Books, which are cal- 
led Commentaries and Annsls , made by rhofe 
Romy who had writ with fome reputation , 


about the. concerns of their State, as old Cato, 
Fabius 
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Pabius Maximus, Valerius Antias, Licinius Ma- 
cer, and fome others. But acknowledges , that 
the converfation he had wich the worthy men, 
of thar Capital City of the world, and his confe- 
rences with an infinite number of learned men 
there, were not le(s fervicable to him, than all 
the other diligence he could vfe. His Hiftery 
was of the Roman Antiquities, which he com- 
prifed in Twenrg Books, whereof there remains 
no more, than the firt Eleven, to this Age, 
which conclude with the time, when the Confuls 
refumed the chief Authority in the Republick, 
after the government of the Decemviri , which 
happened, Three Hundred and Twelve years af- 
ter the foundation of Rome. The whole work 
comprehended much more ; for it paffed from the 
taking of Troy, over the fabulous, and Hiftorical 
time, ro che beginning ofghefirft Panek War ; 
ending where Polybius ezins his Hiflory, near 
Two Hundred years lajer , than what we even 
now Mertioned. | 

Whereupon, it behores us to obferve the er- 
ror*of Sigifmoud Geleni , who imagined thag 
Dionyfius Halicarneffeus, whom he has tranflated 
very swell, never ended his work, and that death 
hindered him from compofing above Eleven Books, 
of the Twenty, he promifed to giverothe Pub- 
lick, When Stephanus, a Greek Author, who 
writ of Cities, quores the Sixteenth and Twentr- 
eth Book, of the Roman Antiquities, Of c Jio- 
23 4$: and 4 hotins{aies, in his Biblioteca, that 


he 
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he read all the Twenty Books, giving the Jaf the 
fame ending, which we affigned unto it. 

This learned Patriarch affures us alfo, that hé 
faw the Compendium, or fysopfis, which Deonyfus 
made of his own Hiftory, which he reduced into 
Five Books, with much Eloquemce , but it was 
not agreeable toa Reader, becaufe of the ftri& 
Rerrenchment of all he thought not abfolurely 
neceflary. The lofs of that E= tomy would. be 
leís fenfible, i£ we had the firt cempofition en- 
tire; which has received fo miuch approbation; 
efpecially in’ refpe& of the calculation of times, 
and what relates to Chronology, that all Criticks 
prefer, in this point, 2Diozyfius Halicaruaffeus, be- 
fore Tits Livius. And Scaliger confeffes, in his 
Animadver fions upon Exufebins, that we have no 
Author remaining, who bas fo well kept the or- 
der of years. | 

As for his Stile, PP*iius confiders it, as extra- 
ordinary and new, but accompanied with afim- 
piicicy, which renders it celightful : and he adds, 
thit the Elegancy of his difcourfe or phrafe cor- 
reéts and foftens all the roughnefs whichis fome- 
times found in his fpeech. He commends him 
alfo very much, for having underftood how to 
ufe many digreflions, which retain, and recreate 
the mind ofthe Reader, when the evennefs of 
an Hiftorical narration, begins to betedious and 
‘vearifom to him. 

And. certainly itis not to be imagined, that 
aman oirhat reputation, which Dioayfius Hal. 


6x 


Photius 


earpaffens - 
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Carnaffeus had acquired in learning, could pro 
duce any thing, which wasnot very polite, and 
worthy of his name. We have his compoftions of 
Khetorick 5 and the mott fubtle Cricicks -.ace 
him , in the firit rank of thofe who delighted 
in that foit of ftudy : and though there were 
no moreto be faid of him, than tne rzoue(t chat 
was made him, by Pompey the Coa, 55 sive 
him his judgment, on iic tii Greek ziiiori- 
ans, and efpeci»ly on Herodots, and Xerophon s 
ic {hews fufficicntly rhe efteem, wherein be liv- 
ed in his tine, and of whee Autho:ity he was 
in Rome, among che learned ; when F«zpey chofe 
him , cut of fo many others ,- to inform him 
therein, 

If there be any thine which may be found fault 
with, either in thar letter, whicn he addreffes 
to Ammea, and ‘J#bero, or in others upon the 
fame matter, 1t 1s chat he wastoo exact, and ri. 
gorous therein, giving J aws co Eloqueuce, fo full 
of feverity, that they cake from it, one of che 
beft parts, which isthe generous liberty, where- 
of it has alvaies made profeflion. In effect he 
often f{traightens that noble Art fo much, that he 
deprives ir, almoft of all its reality, ahd reduces 
it to a fimple /dea, without hopes that it can 
be practifed by any one, for the future : fo that 
one may fay, according to the {tritnefs of his 
Maxims, there was never any perfect Hiítorran, 
nor true Orator. Ifone ftudies his preceprs of. 
Kbetorick , upon all the forts of Oration, his cha- 

s racters 
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aters ofthe Ancients, wherein he fhews what 
one ought toimiratein them, and what to avoid 3 
with bis other Treatiíe, made to inftru& us how 
to @xamin:their Writings ; the truth @f what 
lhave faid will appear, and the Spleen of this 
Cririck will be difcovered , who found fault 
with the Stile of P/ato. This wasone of the oc- 
caffons of a letter, which Pompey taking Platos 
parr, writ to him. And we fee-by Dionyfius his 
anfwer., that although to content Pompey, he 
profefles himfelf , an admirer of Plato, he for- 
bears not to prefer Memofthenes to him, proteft- 
ing, that it was onely to give the whole advan- 
tage to the latter, that he exercifed his cenfure, 
again{t the former. Neverthelefs it appears, that 
at another feafon he fpared his Demo/ftfhexes, no 
more than the reft, fo prone was.his inclination 
to carping: becaufe after: he had conceived things 
in the higheft pe:fe&uiorn, he pretended to find 
nothing, which was not-far beneath them, and 
which did not confequenrly difpleafe him. 
Rut (nce ie is not our intention to confider 
hifn here, fo-much an Orator. as an Hiftofian, 
Let us be content to make fome obfervations , 
on his Roman Antiquities, to be acquainted with 
his judgment, concerning the principal masters. 
of Hittory. 

We have already feen, that he was no Ene- 
fy to digreffions, when we faid , that Phortins 
drew one of the greateft caufes to praife him, 


from his making fuch good ufe of them. —_ 
thag 
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that which he makes , in his Seventh Book, tó 
defcribe the whole courfe of the Tyranny; of 
Ariftodemus, furnamed Mollis, fhews thar he 
thought them, one of the Ornaments of Hittory 
The long Orations of Tullus Hofliliss, and Metius 
Suffetins inthe Third Book , with others of Ser- 
vins Tullius which arz inthe Fourth, make it alfo 
appear fufhciently, that he did not condemns as 
fome have done; all fort of dire&t Orations ; 
though he has elfewhere blamed the bad ones. 
He is not content, in his Fifth Book, to praife 
P. Valerius Publicola; but takes occafion there- 
upon, to prefcribe it to Hiflorians, not to repre- 
fent, the brave and glorious a&ions of illuftri- 
ous men, in their Hiftories, without making 
their particular and Domeftick virtues appear, 
accompanied with thei; merited praifes : which 
is dire&ly contrary to the opinion of thofe, who 
would have them refraim, from all things that 
may excite the paffions: leaft they thereby in- 
vade the Province of an Orator. ‘In che fam 
Book, onthe Subject , of che Confpiracy of 

Tarquins, dete&ed, and fevere!y punifhed , By 
the Conful Sulpitius, he delivers angrper impor- 
tant precept, to thofe who write Hiftory , nor 
to fet down barely, in their narratives, the ifue 
of things, but to reprefent them alwaies, joint= 
Iy with their caufes, and che means which were, 
ufed to make them fucceed, not forgetting the 
leaft circumftances; nay to penetrate, rf it be 
poffible, into the Counfels of che farft er 

a 
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and thofe who had the greateft (hare in the exe- 
cution. Butcthoueh Dionyfius Hal:carnaffeus re- 
proved Theopompus, for having emploted fome 
comparifons to no purpofe, he does nor judge 
them tobe all faulty, for he makes ufe of them 
fometimes, and of thofe Paraliels, or affinities of 
aGiions, which many cannot endure. Thus, on the 
Subject of Zarguin, who to antwer rhe Servant | 
of his Son, beat down in his prefence, the heads Tib- 4 
of thofe Poppies, which were higher than the 
reft: he remarks, that Thrafybulus had practifed 
the fame thing, towards Pertander, pulling up, 
before his Meflenger, thofe Ears oi Corn, which 
overtopped the reft And treating cf the crea- 
tion, and abfolute power of the Roman Di&a- 
tors, he obferves, that this Magifiracy was pro- 
bably inftituted , in imitation of the Greeks: 
becaufe the Inhabitants of 44iryfeze, now called , , - 
CAMetelig, had formerly raifed Puittacus, one of cot 
the Seven Sages, to alike dignity ( which they bi, juxta 
limited to a certain tune oncly ) in an expedi- Methym= 


sun, againít fome perfons, banifhed from their 7# 


A 
> 


Memce, who were companions to the Poet Alcens. 
As thefe opinions,. which sve have, examined 
elfewhere; ore amply than here, feem to me ve- 
ry receivable ; fo we muft , on the contrary, take 
heed of many improbabie Tales, which fie re- 
laces fometimes with ‘too much affurance. He 
makes aRafor cuta Wherftone in two of them, Lib. 5, 
by the command of the Augur, ZVaviss Atirus, 
and reprefents Caffor, and Pollux, fighting for 
E | rhe 


Lib. 
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Lib- 6. 
Leb, 7* 
Lib 8. 
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the Romans, acainít the Latins; and the Rigerss 
Vulturnus, and Glass, to remount to their Sources 
in favour of the Inhabicents of Came. And re- 
laces, that a Statue, of the Goddefs Fortuxe, pxo- 
nounces twice thefe words, rite me Matrone de- 
dicaflis, according co the words of the Annals, 
which he thought himfelf obliged to rehearfe : and 
he wouls have had reaion for it, if be had left us 
fome hint, not te belteveic, as he might have 
done perhaps, if it would have been permitted, 
But there is not a worfe Relation, in tbe koman 
Hiftory, than the action of (/elia, as he reprefents 
it. He reports, that this Kowsan Virgin, who was 
given in hoftage, with many others, to Porfena, 
King ot the Hetrufeians, returned with all her 
companions , ftom the 7zfcas Camp , into the 
City of Rome, {wimming over che River Tiber, 
wherein they had ask'd leave to bath themfelves 5 
as ific were poffible , tha. fearful Women, and 
who bad not learaed to Swim, durít but look 
upon fuch a River, with defign to pafs it, and 
caft themfelves defperarely into it, without. am 
necethry, the peace being almoft then concludews 
For though Plutarch deicribes the place, in the 
life of Publicola, fo very agreeable, and conve- 
nienteto bach ın, yet he acknowledges, that the 
River wasvery Rapid, and deep. I confefs Livy 
wrices with no more likelyhood, when he tells 
the fame ftory ; and that Plutarch does no more 
than doubt, of that of Cloelia, who, as Many re- 


ported, paffed the Tiber, by her felf , on Horfe- 
back, 
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back thereby encouraging the reft of her Com- 
panions, to Swim over it. Neverchelefs I dare 
fay, that the report of Valerius Maximus , has 
mueh more appéarance of truth in it, than what 
tbe others related į though he was leís obliged 
than they, to follow ic firictly, fince he was not 
an ciiftorian, and his Subje& ingaged him onely, 
toenrich ( amd ifwe may fay fo ) to illuftrate , 


with fine colours, fuch memor-ble actions. He- 


writes that C/a/;2 , under the favour of a dark 
Night, efcaped from the Enemies Comp, mount- 


ed on a Horfe, which bare her, tothe otber fide 


of the Tiber, amongt: her friends: an= the 5tratue 
Equeflris which was raitea tohir, er which hey 
all mention, would even force them co be oí this 
Opinion, i£ they had nor rathc* — c'e to follow 
the moft popular rumors, end th: wirch icodered 
cheir narration more agrecable, be zafíc 1c ieemed 
extraordinary, «nd mar eliouss heic, ir isal- 
moft incredible, Gow muci -ne greater par: of 
Hiftorians tronígrets, 

I will nor forger, forea Co--llery, «o wnat is 
gove exp:effed, that by the coi:ient cf all let ned 
men, Dionyfius Flaticarnefleus unfolds the Komam 
Antioutties, iot onely in "elp.ct c* ame, 2s before 
mentioned, but alfo in wh. relates to Matrer, 
much better, than any of the Laru: E::fto. tans 
have done. For his being aíiranger,. "vas fo tar 
from being: prejudicial to hum, thee ep a Lc at ac- 
count, he made ic his bufinefs, te obfe rve an in- 
finice.number, of the moft curious particulars, a 

F a tae 
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the Roman State, that are found in his Boks, 
and which we do not learn, 1n their own Authors; 
either becaufe they negle&ted to write, that which 
was familiar to them, which they thought , alk 
the World knew, as well as themfelves ; or bes 
caufe this Grecian was more careful, and dili- 
cent, than they, to feek after that, which might 
beft conduce, to make all the circumftances of 
their affairs, known to Pofterity. And it is a 
great glory to him, to have furpaffed them all in 
things , wherein they ought to have had fuch 
ereat advantage over him, 
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A Certain Roman Conful was derided here- 





tofore , for writing a Hifiory in Greek; 
who, to excufethe impurity of his lan- 
guage, alledged in his Preface, that he was born 
in f/taly, where nothing but Latin was fpoken 
Which Cato reading , ícoffingly faid , * That 
* Author was very r'diculous, who chofe rather to 
“ask pardon for afault, than to avoid it, when 
“nothing obliged him to do st ; and the offence 
“was not committed when he asked forceiveneís. 
Plutarch relates this after another menner, anc 
will have Cato pronounce, the Conful moft >or- 
thy of excufe s< if he could make Jt appear, that 
he was forced to write in Greek, by a Decree 
of the e mpbicyozes. This ingenious reflection 
which imports, that an excufe 1s alvaies unrea- 
fonable, whenit is not neceffary, cannot be ap- 
2 plied 
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plied to Fofephus : becaufe, though as a Jew, he 
was as great a ftranger to the Greek Tongue, as 
the perfon before mentioned, he was compelled 
to make ufeofir, or the Latin, to be underftood 
by the Grecians and Romans, for whom, princi- 
pally, in his Prologue to the Judaick War, he 
declares that he fer Pen to Paper.Few are ignorant, 
that thofe Nations had no efleem, for the He- 
brew Language, and it ts evident, that when the 
Great Captain Haxzibal, to recreare himfelf, had 
a mind to fet down in writing, the actions of 
Cs. Manlius Volfo, in Afia, he did it not, in che 
Purnick or Carthaginian Tongue, which was a Dia- 
leét of the Hebrew, but in Greek (thar he had 
learned of the Hiftorian, Soflims of Lacedemon, 
his Mafter ) that his work might be underftood 
in the world. Fefephus, who had the fame de- 
fien, found himíelt obliged to write in Greek, 
which was familiar enough to him, becaufe he 
had been converíant in the greateft part of 5yz;z 
Moreover, had hebeen equally skill'd in chefe 
To  ongues, he ought to have preferred , as 
he did, che Greek, which was then Muitiriífs of 
all 5ciences, and fo much valued at- Kezze, for 
that reafob, that fome Roman Citizens chofe rau 
ther in their writings, to exprefs themfelves in 
Greek, than Latin. Such a one was ce/ZEZazus, who 
foon after fofephus, under the Emperors Nerva, 
Traianus, and -Adriauus, writ de Animalibus, de 
varia Historia, de Re Militari and fome other 
Treatifes, He was born in Prexefie, and therefore 

reputed 
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reputed a Roman, having compofed his works in 
Greek, in fuch rare exprefhons, that Philoftra- 
tus aihrmed ( afrer he had placed him among 
his 5o5acers ) ihat his Phrafe was no lefs Ar- 
tick, oao “hat which was fpoken , by the mott 
Mediterranean , in the Attick Territory (to ufe 
his o:vu terms. ) As for Fofophus, his Stile is 
very clear, if we may believe Photius ; and with 
a great purity he joins, to the weight of his rea- 
fons , the force and elegancy of Exprefhon: fo 
that he is, as this Farther relates, very dexte- 
rous, as Well in moving pafficns, as in allaying 
them, when he judges it requifite. Nor is it a 
{mall honour to him, to be fo fuccesful in a for- 
raign Tongue, as to have purchafed fuch bigh 
praife , as 1s attributed by the learned to him. 
But we muft not forget that befides his merit 
this way, Exufebins reports, that he expofed his 
Books of the Jewifh Wars, and Antiquities, in 
Hebrew, as well asin Greek, that they might 

be ufeful to more People. | 
His Excraétion was very illuftrious , as well on 
his Fathers fide; who came from the High? rieffs 
of Hierufalem , zs on his Mothers, who was of 
the Royal Blood, of the Afamonxeans or Macha. 
bees. He came into the World, in the time of 
Caligula, about the Thirty Ninth year, of che 
Incarnation of Chrif ;, and wasin it, under Do- 
mitian, lo that he lived , during the Reign of 
Nine Emperors at leaft. When he was Six and 
Twenty years old, he made a voiage into /ta/z, 
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in favour of fome Ecclefiafticks of his Nation, 
whom Felix, Governor of Fudea, had fent Pri~ 
foners to Rome. A jJevith Comedian, beloved by 
Nero, {upported him at Court, and brought him 
acquainted likewife, with the Empiefs Poppea 
Augusta, from whom he received fome benefit: 
fo that having brought his bufinefs to a happy 
ifue, he returned with content, into PalafiiPe 
The Fa&ions, which were then in the Holy Land, 
made him be chofen Captain of the Galileans, a 
cbarge which he executed molt worthily, until 
Fotapata was taken, where he was reduced to 
caft himfelf into a Wel, which had already ferved 
for a retreat, to Forty of his Souldiers, wherein 
he fuffered marvellous extremities , but ac laft 
he become Prifoner to the Romans. Inthat time 
of his Captivity , he foretold to Vefpafian , his 
exiltation to the Empire, and that be would foon 
deliver him from his bonds, as Suetonius reports, 
in the life of this kmperor , and as Fofephus 
writes himfelf, in the. Third Book, and Four- 
teenth Chapter, of the Jewifh War He fhews 
alfo his deliverance , in the Fifth Book, and 
Twelfth Chapter, after that Vefpafen had found 
the truth of his Predictions. Whar the profane 
Hiftortans, fuch as Tacitus, and Suetonius, relate 
conformable to this, deferves our obfervation, 
for they affiim , that all the Provinces of the 
Eft, were chen £:m!y poflet with a belief, chat 
they, ro whom the Deftinies, and Sacred Writs 
had promifed the Empire of the World, fhould 

ac 
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at that time come from Fadea. The Jews, and 
Fofephus amongít che reft, interpreted what re- 
garded the true ZZeffia, of Vefpafian and his Son 
Tiras, becaufe. of the vi&ories they had newly 
«tuned qver them, and the unmeafurable extent, 
of the Roman Empire. And it happened that 
after his deliverance from his imprifonment, he 
was Spectator ef the taking of Hierufalem, by 
the fame Titas, and compofed fince as an Eie- 
witnefs, the Seven Books, of che Judarck, War of 
which he made to nim, and Vefpafan who was 
then living, fuch an -agreeable prefenr, that Zz- 
tus caufed them trobe put into the Publick Li- 
brary , fubfcribed and approved of, by his ovn 49 eo ac- 
hand.  jefepbws adds in his own Life, which he wi a - 
himfelf has given us in writing, tbat King e4- Pe ig 
grippa had reftihed unto him by many latters, ta duas 
that be held him for the truek Author , of all &c-roj. 
thofe who enterprifed to treat of the affairs of /0€0 citato. 
their country. Being return'd to Rome with ire mwas 
Vefpafan, he lived there under his protection gy Egyp- 
and that of his Two Sons, gratified with their tian bora 
Penfions, and withthe condition of afree Citi- ix Oafisa 
zen of Rome, and many other benefits, which "T A 
gave him means to finifn peaceably under De- ad All 
mitianhis Twenty Books of che ]ewifh Annqui- aadzians 
ties, from the Creation of the World, to the vocari 
Twelfth year of the Empire of Nero gaudebaly 

His Two Books againfi spion Pliffomces are ets ' 
made in favour of the Jews, whom ibis fame A- orecis lz 
pion Suznamed alfo g rawmrmaticus, had defamed E. 6.7 
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much as he could, in a work he publith d, be- 
ing fent Deputy to Rome, to the ditadvantage 
of P hilo and his Country-men. But rhe aifcourfe 
of the Empire of Reafow, or the Martydom of 
che cM acbabees, isthe moft eloquent of all che 
pieces writ by Fofephus, As for the Trearife 
of his life, he compofed it inimirafion cf meny 
great Men, who had donethe ike ching before 
him, and have been imitated by many others. 
For paffing by Mofes, whoalone, fiiea with 
the Spirit of God, writ noronely his Life, buc 
Death; ic is known, that a little before Fofephus, 
the Emperors 4£»gnufIns, Tiberius, and Claudius, 
were pleafed to leave the platform, of their lives 
to Pofleritv, traced with their own Pens: e4- 
grippina Mother of Nero, did no leis, as Tacitus 
reports. And private perfons fuch as Sylla, Var- 
ro, Rutilius Rufus, —LEmilius Scanrus, and Ni- 
colaus Damafcenus, had already practi(ed chat fort 
of writing. If we muft mention others who ex- 
ercifed themfelves rherein, fince Jofephus, we 
fhall name in the firft place che Emperors Adria- 
anus, (Marcus Antoninas, and Severus ; fecondly, 
to draw nearer to thefe imes, Tames King of 
etrragan, Maximilian the firit, tne Abbot Tri- 
thenstus, Cardanus, and e4ucuftus de Thos, who 
have all wricten Books of rheir own Lives. 
But there is no {mall aifference ac this day, 
betweenlearned Men, touchiag the credit Fofe- 
phas his Hiftory ought to have amongit us: For 
if we refer our felves to 44a/donat , CA elchior 
Canus 
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anus, Pererins , Salmeron, Baronins, Salian 
and fome others, we fhould have no value for 
all his labour, which they defame as full of A- 
nachronifms in the Calculation of times, and 
Fables ip the Narration of things. Baronias a- 
mongít the ret, rebukes him very feverely in his 
Preface which he calls Apparatus, &c..and in 25 "1 
man h I € his Annals, nay he proceeds 07" 55 
many Otnes places o , hay ne p Cip.158. 
fo far as to impute to him that he knew not - 
juflly his own Age, and that ke was miftaken in 
it by fx whole years. But if on the other fide 
we yeild tothe judgment of his Partifans, fuch 
as Scaliger and Ca/lvifius , of whofe Party are 
Fastin Martyr , Eufebius , St. Hierome, Suidas , 
and feveral other Ancients, we fhall be obliged 
to place him in the rank of the beft Hiftorians 
which remain. And rruly when I confider with 
what recommendation Zz//iz fpoke of him, I am 
not eafily induced to condemn him fo abfolutely 
as many doe. idle fliles him many times an ex- 
ceeding wife Hiftoriographer, and joyning him 
with Thilo, he {aies they are Two Períons ,, 
worthy of great refpe&t | Asfos Eufebius, he re- Md 
marks in his Eccfefiaftical Hiftory, that Jofephus Ti» 
was honoured with a Statue at Rome, which we 

have already obferved, giving Mim the Title of 
amoft true Author, arid one that deferves that 
credit fhould be given to what he write The 
Books Stiled an Evangelical preparation of Eu- 
febins , are full of paflages of Fofephus ; and 1n 

the Thitd of his Evangelical Demonflration , he 

rehearfes — 
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rehearfes that place of the Jewifh Antiqdities, 
which makes fuch exprefs mention of fefus Chrift. 
As for St Hierome, after he had placed Fefophus 
amongft che Ecclehaftical Writers, he confirms 
the favours he received from Vefpafian and Ti. 
tus, andthe honourthat was done: bim by put- 
ring his books into the Publick Library, and 
raifing a Statue to him in Rome. He quotes alfo 
his forementioned Teftimony of Jefus Chrif. And 
in one of his ipiftles, he did not forbear to name 
him the Grecian Livy, which fhews the great 
valew he had for his Hiftory. Su:das recites al- 
moft all the fame things which he could fee 
in Fuftin, Eufebius, and St Hierome, and he gives 
him parcicularly che Quality of a Lover of truth, 
which is much to be confidered in his cafe. I 
wonder not therefore afer thefe Teftimonies, if 
many will take Fofephus his part, again{t thofe . 
who endeavoured utterly ro difcredit him. Ne- 
verthelefs Scaliger was a little too forward, when 
he named him in a Preface to a Book intituled 
tbe corretlion of Times, in one place the mof 
diligent, and gresteíl friend to truth ot aH. Wri- 
ters, Diligentifiman: , Toy QiAmenSOsca]oV omniunt 
Scriptorum, out-doing in this manner Saidas bya 
ouperlative Encomium, and in another place the 
moft true and religious of aM Authors, Ommam 
Scriptorum weraciffimum & religiofiffimum He adds 
further that the integrity and learning of Fofe- 
phas fhowing it felf in every thing, he fhal 
rot be backward to affert boldly; that not onely 
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in what relates to the Jewifh affairs, but in alf 
others alfo, it is more fit and (ure for one ro refer 
himfelf unto this Hebrew,than to all the reft of the 
Greek and Latin Authors. I would not proceed 
to fo determinate a judgment; yer I think one 
may fafely fay that abating what may be con- 
trary tothe Sacred Texts of rhe Old and New 
Te(tament, Jofephus is for the reft, an Hiftorian 
of great Authority, and one that merits a great 
deference, efpecially in the things of his own 
times wherof he writes as an Eie-vitneís: for 
we ought I chinkin charicy to make that inter- 
pretation, of what fo many Chriftians have often 
‘uttered in his Commendation. 

Although that paffage of Fofephus concerning 
Fefus Chrift, and che primitive times of Chriftia- 
nity was quoted, aswe have already fhown, in 
Exnfebius histime, and fince by Great men, it is 
fufpe&ed by many oruvrs, who think it foifted or 
chruft into the "Y'exc of Fofephus, by one of thole 
pious frauds, which they pretend to have been 
fometimes ufed in favour of Religion. Barons 
who is not of their mind , faies, that place 
was found ftrook wut in an Hebrew Manufcript 
of the Jews 1n Rome, which he delivers not for 
the proper language of Fofephss, (as ic might 
have been according to Eufebins } but o's for 
atranflation from Greek into Hebrew. This 
juftifies the Antiquity of the paffage, and the 
animofity of che jews againft our belief, rather 
than it fully decides the Queftion, And though 
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Adan. the fame Cardinal endeavours to fhew in another, 
56. cap. place, that which could humanly induce Fofes 

phus to give fucha glorious Teftimony of our Sa- 
viour, without a Divine impulfion, which poti bly 
might force him to ir: neverthelefs he allows 
this paífage as we have it now, tabe incorrect, 
and that other to be more like truth as it was. 
received in St Hieromes time where Folephses 
does not affirm chat Jefzs was the expected 
Chrift, Chriftus hie erat, but onely that he was 
believed to be fo, c& credebatur effe Chriftus 

Sefl. 47- There iscaufeto wonder how ic happened, that 
295. — Photius never remembred fo notable a paflage in 
ioiii Three different Sections wherein he examins 
this Author. lhechiefihing is, that thofe Ages 
are paft, in which the Authority of Fofeph#s was 
fo important to the eftablifhment of the Church : 
yer they that will make ufe of it in this, either 
againtt che Jews, or otherwife, may well doit 
after fo many Fathers, whofe opinions itis al- 
waies allowed to follow. 

But we ought to rake heed of the omiflions 
of Fofephus, which tend tothe fuppreffion of ma- 
ny Evangelical truths, For tough he made no 
mention of the coming of rhe Wife men into 
Judea, ro more thanthe Maffacre of the young 
Innocents, fpoke of by St «Mathew, it does not 
follow that wefhould doubt ever fo little of that: 
Libr. de Which we read ofic inthe Hiftory of the Go- 
bello, 7ud, {pel. Truly itis very ftrange that Fofephus, who 
¢ap.2y. pardoned Herod nothing, who remembred welt 
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how that Tyrant had burned or cux the Throats 
of a great number of young men, with their 
teachers, for having beat down the Roman Eagle 
from the Gate of the Temple of Hierafalem, 
and who has fo exprefsly fhown us all che other 
crimes of tha fame man, namely inthat Orati- 
on of the jews fpoke at Reme, againft bis memory 
in the prefence of the Emperors that this fo- 
(ephus, I fay, fhould not have faid the leaft word 
of fo cruel an aétion, fo odious, and fo noifed 
abroad, as the murder of fo many poor Infants, 
put to death by the command of Herod, mutt 
needs have been. But his forgerfulnefs, or Jewifh 
malice, if he concealed it witringly, cannot pre- 
judice truth, nor be alledged againít the Autho- 
rity of our Sacred Texts, and that, of a Pagan 
alfo fuch as Macrobius, which is exprefs for that; 
in the Second Book of his Saturnals , where he 
rehearfes eduguftus his words, to this effec s 
That it was better to be one of Herods Swine than 
bis Child.  jefepbes moreover has writ many 
things in hts Antiquities quite contrary to what 
¿Mofes has done, in which he cannot be follow- 
ed without impletv. As for che reft, ir cannoc 
be denied that he taught as many fine curtofities 
of the Hittory cf his Country, which wefhould 
be ignciant of “without him, who has delivered 
them very wcll to us, though it has been ob- 
ferved that he did not alwaies agree with his 

Counarry-man Philo in his relations. 
That which ought to recommend his Hiftory 
very 
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very much unto us, is, thar befiaes the advan 
tage he had by his extraction , ince. knowledg 
and the Priefthood were in a ftrict union amonett 
the Jews, he was fo well inftructed in learning 
from his moft render years, that at the Age of 
Fourteen, as he writes, the chief Prelates and 
Principal men of Mterz{alem, asam his Gounfel 
in the greateft difficulties of the Law. Ae Six-. 
teen years old he appiied himfelf to the ftudy of 
what was particular co each of the Three Seéts, 
which were current in his Country , che Pha- 
»ifean, the Saducean, and the other which was 
called the Effenian ; whofe profeflors were very 
Auftere and folitary in their way of life. One 
of them called Banus, lived inthe Defert 5 as 
the ftritett Hermits of this time, his food was 
of Fruit and Herbs, covering himfelf with no- 
thing but leaves, or batks of Trees, and wathing 
his Body Night and Day in cold Water againtt 
the temptation of the fleih. Jofephus pafied Three 
years with this Anchorite, which ended, he be- 
took himfeif again to a civil life, and made pub- 
lick profeffion of following the Pharifean Sect; 
which he maintains to bo very hke unto the 
Stoick, that has been fo much valued by the 
Greeks -and Latins. Jtiscertain that none but 
the Pharifees, “made. publick profeflion of Poli- 
ticks, and partaked in the government of the 
State ; fo that if a Saducee was compelled to be | 
a Magilirate , which he alwaies undertook very 
unwillingly, the People obliged himto yeild. B 
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che opinion of the Pharifees, and to be guid. ri».:$ 
ed by their Maxims, as may be feen in Fo- Aatiq. 
fephus , where he treats of thefe Three fore- Jd. 6 2 


mentioned $eéts, dnd of a Fourth which was 
a refinement of the P harifeane Thus accord. 
ing to the Principals of his Sect , he accepted 
the chief emploiments amongit the Jews ei- 
ther in Peace or War, which gives a marvel- 
lous Authority to his Hiftory ; as being ordi- 
narily compofed of things which he faw him- 
felf, and actions wherein he had often the greateft 

íhare. | | mM 
We muft take heed of confounding as Man- 
filer has done the falfe Jofephus, commonly 
caited T7efippza G oriozides ( who alfo made, or 
rather falfified, a Hiftory of the Jewifh War ) 
with our Hittorian. When this Pf/ezdo-jofe- 
phus, in his Third Book placed Gothsin Sparin, 
and in his Fifth made Gallia to be poflefled 
by the French; he fufficiencly declared his im- 
pertinence , tò have afpired thereby to pafs 
for che crue Jofephus , in whofe time there 
were neither Goths in Spare, nor French in 
Gallia. lc is fled throughout with the hike 
repucnaricies, which are fo plain that nothing 
but rhe credulity of the Jews of cthefc. lait 
Ages can endure it ; whofe ingenuity alone 
confifs in cheating themíelves. Scaliger takes 
this man fcr a Circumcifed £rezeb man , who 
is not a very ancient Author, or at leaít has 
writ fiece rhe Sixth Age of our Salvation But the 
G i Inves 
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Inve&ive, which I have already ufed in the 
Chapter of Xenophon, againft fuch Impoftours, 
deters me from declaming any more againft 
theme — 
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N the ume of e4 drian the Emperor, and 
his cvo fucceflors, Antoninus Piasyand Marcus 
Aurelius Antoninus, Arrian the CMacedoziaz, 
began to write his I-yftory : he lived in tke 
Hundred and ihirtieth. year of Chrif: he was 
a Difciple of Eprétetøse It is not eafie to knows 
whether his Hittory was writ before his Fxehiridz- 
o2, and thofe other difcourfes ct his Maftcr, which 
Simplicius, in bis Commentaiies, aflures us to 
be compofed by him, for though 1t mighr nor 
be thought, according to the ordinary, and na- 








ply himfelf ro Philofopaical costemplations, in 
the Youthful part of his life, yetit appears, in 
the Preface of thofe difcourfes, ther he wric 
them, as they were fpoken by £siffetzs, collect 
ed trom „his mouth, whilft he was yet the Schol- 
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lar, of that great Philofopher, and he com- 
plains , that they were publifhed without his 
piivitie, which is a certain evidence, of their 
being writ in his younger Age Photius faith, 
they were formerly in Iwelve Books, befides 
certain Philofophical differrations, by him men- 
tioned, which are loft to this Age., 

As for his Hiftorical Compofitions, though 
we have not them all intire; by what remains 
of them, we may difcern enough, to oblige us 
to value his merit. And his Seven Books, of 
the Conquett of Alexander the Great, and Eight, 
wnicn treat particularly of Zzdia, may Suffice to 
sive him a Rank, amongít the .chiefeít Hifto- 
rians. 

Iiball not infit on the defcription, which he 
hath made of the Ezxin Sea, and the Countries 
which border onit, nor on that of the Erythreaz 
Sea, Which comprehends part of the Zzdiaz Coals, 
the Perfian Gulf, and the Red Sea, becaufe they 
are rather peices, of Geography, than Hiftory 
Rhamufius obferves, chat many would diftinguifh 
this Arrian, who, in his Eighth Book, defcribes 
the Voyage of Wearchus, Aamrra ro Alexander, 
from the River Indus, tothe Perfian Gulf; from 
him, who isthe.Author, of Periplus, or the de- 
{cription of che Erythrean Ocean. The difference 
ot Stile ( whereon, thofe that debate this mat- 
cer, eftablifh cheir opinion ) is but a flender 
found tion, for all agree (ific muft be ) «hac 
there were Iwo c4rrians, that they both lived, 
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ìi the time ofthe Zatozizes, and that Prince of 
Geographers , Claxdius Prolemaus Alexandriñttys. 
But chac , which the fame KRhamulius mores on 
this occafion, is very confiderable. Thae though 
Arriaz hath often followed, the opinion of Ala- 
rinus Tyrius, whom Ftolemy does alwaies rfgoct, 
yet itappears, that his is a better, and more juft 
tiiuatcion, of many parts ofthe Eafi- Indies, than 
that, which Prolemy has leftus; as is manifett 
by many Modern Relations, exhibited thereof, 
by the Portugucfe. Ic is certain, that Arrian’s 
merit recommended him fo much, to the - m- 
perors of his time, that they advanced him, to 
the Confular dignity. | 

Ele was a Native of Nicomedia, a City of Bi- 
thyzia, where he made his Studies, and became 
a Prieft, of Ceres, and Proferpine, as be himfel£ 
reports, in thofe Fight Books, ofhis Birhyxicks, 
mentioned by Photius, which began the Hitory 
of his Country, atthe froulous times, and con. 
tinued it, to the death of the laít Monarch of 


Nicomedia, who left the Romans, to be the t'eirs 


of his Crown. He pretends«c pave writ this Hi- 
fiory of |/aszzder the Great, by Divine infgi- 
ration 5 and thar he did ir, under the Title of 4 va- 
Bactws *“Aatfayl os 3 and with the like number ot 
seven Books, as Xezophoa chofe, to defcribe the 
Conguelis of Cyrus : and fome obferve, that he fo 
affected co follow that Author , that he hath per- 
tectly imicaced him in his Stile, and many other. 
refpects, and is therefore called, the Young, or 
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the Second Xenophon, He declares in his Preface, 
that his Relations are by him delivered, on che 
£uth of Z4r:(lobulus, the Son of Ariftobales, and 
Ptolemens Lagus, who accompanied Alexanarr 
in all his Enterprifes, which were the more cre- 
dibl*t for thar, befides the Royal Quality of the 
latter , they did neither of them publifh their 
writings, till after che death of Alexander, withe 
out any other obligation, than a real defire of 
difcovering the truth of his A&tions. And yet 
our Author profeffes , in his deícription of the 
death of Ca/Zfibezes the Philofopher , that it 
was diverfly reported by them, though they 
were both near the perfon of Alexander, when 
the procefs was made againít choc. unfortun:te 
perfon. a/friflobu!us faies, he was ledina Chains 
after the Army, till he died of a Sicknefs, and 
the other affirms, chat, after having been expofed 
to Torture, he was Srangled, for having been une 
happily involved inthe onfpiracy of Hermolaus ; 
fo difficule it is, to know the ctrurh of actions 
performed : and there’ is nothing more certain, 
chanthss: one and the fame agétionis many times 
varioufly related by thofe thar fiw it , becaufe 
of che divers refpects, and inrerefts, wherewith 
molt men are preoccupied. Buc notwithítanding 
thefe particular defects, which Arrian could not 
redrefs ; his Hiftory isthe more efteemable, be- 
caule tbofe of Ariffolulus, and Ptolomy, are not 
to pe found, moreover there are many places, in 
che Hiftory of Qaistus Curtizs, which have need 
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to be reformed, by the Text of 4rr;iaz , for when 
he writes, in his Sixth Book, that Alexander 
parted from the Bataviaws , doubtleís ic ought 
tc be, from the City or Echatana, as itis expref- 
fed in e&477:4. And the voiages to the Eatt- 
Indies, madethefelaft Hundred and Fifty years, 
fhew, rhat he has betrer reprefented, the Honfes 
o: iCabbins, of certain /ehthyophages, built of the 
bones of Whales, and other Fifhes, than Quin- 
tus Curtis, whofaies, they are made of Shells, 
and the excrements of the Sea, conthas, O parga- 
menta Marise Burt there are fome places alfo in 
Arriaas Hiftory, which the other doth very weil 
explain, and I fhall not determine, which of them 
has been mof lucky, in expreffing the name of 
Alexanders Phibtian, whom Arrian calls, Crito- 
demus: and Quintus (urtins, Critobulus ( for Pis- 
tarch makes no mention of either ) and PZzy, 
when, he commends che excellency of that Phil- 
tian, who drew the Arrow out of Alexanders 
Fathers eie, withour disfiguring his Face, name- 
ing him (7itebulus, makes & to be reafonably fup- 
pofed, that his Son made vía of the fame Phin- 
tian, and confequeatly that (4rti4s did not mi~ 
ftake in the naine. 

Photius commends Arrian, as equal ro the beft 
Hiflorians, his narration is alwaies agreeable, be- 
caufe ig is both fhorc, and intelligible: and he 
never difcompofes his Readers, with redicus di- 
ercfions, and fuch Parenthefes, as may obfcure 
the (enfe of his fentences, And one cannot aie 
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find, inall his Hiftory, any one fuch Miraculope 
event, as Might render it fufpe&ted, if you will 
except fome prediétions of Ariflander, and the 
ftory of Two new Springs, which appeared fear 
the River of Oxz*, as foon as Alexander was there 
Encamped. 

The pattern, which Arrian propofed to imi- 
$nitate, permits him not toclevate his Stile, to 
2 Sublime degree of Oratory ; becaufe the Elo- 
quence of Xezophow is not of that order, but his 
Phrafe is mingled with fuch excellent figures , 
that by retaining all the clearnefs, of him that he 
imitates, bis Stile bas nothing in it, either too 
flaciy lov, or toa highly Towering. Heoccafio- 
nally ufes, fometies oblique rations, and fome- 
times dire&3 ones. And all along, in his Second 
Book, he Artificially couches the imperious lerrer 
of Alexander to Darius. The Oration of (al/- 


fFbenes, again Axaxarckus who would have A- 


lescander to bs adored, 1s one of the molt confide- 
rable, of thofe that are direst. And there are Two 
others, not inferiour to ir, of the fame Prince 
to his Sewidiers, which began to mutiny, once in 
the Indies, and the other time on the Banks of the 
River 7ygris. Lhofe which were made, before 
the Bartel ?given at the Streights of Amanus, and 
at the Plain of Arbela, or Gaugamela, are oblique, 
and much more concife, than the occafion re- 
quired Photius makesa very favourable judgment 
of the Hiftory of Arrian ( viz. ) that whofoever 
faall compare it, with the molt Ancient of or 
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Which are fo much efteemed, ic will be found, 
that there aremany things in them, which in no 
wife approach the valew of the other. 

_ Buc yet there is one paffage, in. the middle of 
his firft Book, wherein chere is Vanity enouch, 
to fiain the whole body of his Hiftory, if decen- 
Cy did not oblige us, to confider it with that in- 
dulgence, which the beft of us miy fometimes 
need , in refpect to our own productions ; rhe 
place I mean, is, where he declares , thar rhe 
greatnefs, and number, of che famous Atchieve- 
ments of Alexander , made him enterprife the 
Writing of his Hiftory, by the affurance he had , 
of being able to acquit himfelf well thercin 
and that without putting his name to it , or 
mentioning his extra&tion, or Quality, he would 
have the world to know, he might vale: hini- 
felf in all thofe refpec:s: and that having loved 
lerters from his Infancy, as Alexander has merit- 
ed the chiefeft Rank , amongft the Leaders of 
Armies ; fathe oreatch, antongft thofe that have 
enterprifed the writing of Hiftory, cannot with- 
out inJuftice be denied tohim. Thisimpucence 
of Arrian puts mein mind, of the impertinence 
of another Grecian, that was contemporary with 
him, of whom Photius writes, that he dedicated 


his compofition, to the Emperor, Marcus An- 


tonimus, toget thereby the more credit toit, and 
chat it might obtain a more favourable reception : 
and at his firit enttance, preparatory to the mat- 


cer, he pretended , that his Stile fhould be as 
' Sublime, 
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‘Sublime, as rhe actions of Alexander, which way 
the fubje& of his Book, when, al:s! Nothing 
was ever lower, and more barren, than his Nar- 
rations nor more weak and faint, than the ex- 
prefhons wherein he expofed them. Ie may be 
reafonably believed, that the Ambitiom of this 
pretender equalled in the beginning the vanity 
Of Arrian ; but his weak performances made all 
bis promifes ridiculovsin the end, whereas rhe 
other hath given, to Pofterity, one of rhe befi 
Hiflories that Antiquity hath left us; yet he 
caught not to país without acenfure, for die fault 
he committed, there being ícarce ‘any “thing in 
the world more infupportable than felf praife ; 
which, inftead of the efteem and reputation that. 
our meric might juttly challenge for any wo:thy 
enrerprife , draws on us nothing but contempt, 

and harred. | 
Befides the Seven Books, before mentioned , 
of the expeditions of Alexander the Great, and 
rne E:guth, of fo mach ef the Eaff-Indies, as was 
known in his time: ‘He wrir, in Ten Books, the 
Hiftcm of thofe ations, which happened amonelt 
Alexanders Captains, afre: his deach, for they 
could not agree about the dividing their Con- 
quens; buc of thofe there remains nothing at 
this day, but an abridgment of chem, which Pho- 
tins cives us, in his Bibliotheca, and we have alfo 
Init his Brikyzicks s and Two other Treatifes , 
One, of the moft confiderable actions, performed 
by Timolcon of Corinth, in Sicily, nd the Diner, 
Oi 
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of the means ufed by Droa of Syracufe, to free 
che C ity fo called, and all che circum Jacent Coun- 
try, from che Tyranny and opprethon of Dioxyf- 
zs, the Second Tyrant of that name: nor has the 
misfortune of the Age been lefs, by the. lofs of 
another work of his, compofedan Seventeen Books, 
which Stephanus , in his Cities, Mentions more 
thanonce, whofe Subje& is, of the Parth aus , 
and their defcent from the Scythi. ans, and their 
Wars with the Romans, in the time of the Empe- 
rour Trajan, 

Photins informs us, that he w;iitanother Trea- 
cfe, cled the Alanick, History : fo that many 
believe, that which Dios (4ffiss reports, of one 
Arrian Governour of Cappadocia, under the Em- 
perour Adrian , who reduced the Alamans, and 
AMalfarets, tothe obedience of the Empire, was 
meant of our Hittoiian: itis he alfo, to whom 
P Laus Novocomensis add-eíles Seven of his Epi- 
files, betwixt whom there wes a foiendíhip con- 
tracted, whilíft the. fame Pliny was Proconful of 
Poatus, and Bithyxta, which our Arrian acknow- 
ledges to be the place of his Nativity ^nd # we 
may afcribe to him, thofe Deei/ions- of Law, which 
Ulpian, and Pañlas determin by his Authority : 
the knowledg of that learned Science may*be ad- 
ded, to his excellency in Geography , Hifiory 
and b,hilofophy. 

But one of the ereateft Encomiums that can 
be given to any , is chat. which Darran applies 


co him. when heexcufes himfelf for Writing the 
life 
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inte, of hts falie Propher Alexander: Let no 
man, faies he, blame me, for imploying my time, 
on fo inconfiderable a Subject, fince Arriaz, that 
worthy Difciple of Epiétetus, one of the greatreft 
among the Komans, who hath exercifed himfelf 
among the Mafes, condefcended to write the life 
of the Villain Tiliborus, 

Ic is not to be doubted but there are many 4r- 
rians, befides this perfon of whom we now write, 
for Ju/ius Capitolinus, quotes one Arrian, a Greek 
Hitorian, to prove that there were three of the 
name of Gordianus, againit che opinion of thofe , 
who pretend there were but Two; and this can- 
not be meant of our Zrriaz, who lived an Age, 
before the time of any of thore Emperors: and 
Sretonins mentions a Poer of that name, more An- 
tient than any of the others, becaufe Tibertus is 
fad to have imitated him, in his Greek Poefy. 
And perhaps, thismay ba the fame Arrian, cited 
by Suidas, to bathe A thor of an Heroick Poem, 
divided into Four am Twenty Books, called 24. 
£exanáriades, written to celebrate the Honour of 
Alexerger the Great. | 
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PEZA N isfomuch the more conûdera- 
bie, amongit all chofe chat have laboured 
inthe Roman Hifory, in that , befides 
che commendation which Photi#s gives him, ta 
have, astruly as poflible@ delivered his matter: 
tie alone has particularly &efczibed their aci. 
Ons, according to the Provmces, and difterenc 
Regions, wherein they were traníacted : Neer chat 
he has, in this method, excelled all other Hifto- 
riographers, forthe moft Ancient of them have 
alwaies followed the order of time, and relared 
things annually done, in Countrfes very diftànr, 
one from the other. 

Buc though Appian fcems, in fome things, t» 
have aftcéted an order, even contrary to Nature, 
not obferved by any ofthe Ancients, yer ir rauft 
be ackne vledeed, that his Method » 1n general, 
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is very ufeful, to expre(s the things performed 
Ccifün&ly, and feparately from each other, tore- 
prcíent, asto our view, allthat paffed in each 
Country, fo that no way of Writing 1s more in- 
ftructive, andapter, in that refpeét, to content 
the mind of the Readers. We learn from Suidas, 
that his Hitllory, by an excellency of Title, was 
fometimes termed Ba//ck , or Royal. And his 
Roman Hiftory ( which he writ in Twenty 
Four Books, from c/f£sezas, and the Taking of Troy, 
te the Foundation of Rome ) contains, in the 
frit chereof che Goverment of its Seven Kings, as 
may be conjectured by the Text of ‘Photius. 
Floras his Epitome is indeed compofed of Wars, 
«ud actions feperated one from tbe other ; 
bur 24ppian has reprefented them more intirely, 
how long foever any of chem endured ; whereas 
rhe Orther confounds his relations , in the mix- 
ures of chem: as inthe Firft, Second and Third Prsa 
"16b Wars,he (hufflez together all the affairs of the 
Komans with che Ga&les, Ligurians, Macedonians, 
end many other People, with whom they had 
conteít, inthe interval of thofe Two ceffations 
of Arms, which happened betwixt the Carthagi- 
sians ard them. 

Fut this favourable judgment of Photixs, in 
Appians behalf, does not rettrain Bodim, from ac- 
cufing both his memory, and judgment in the 
matter of his Hiflory : for this bold Cenfurer 
eflerts , that the Romans did never lend their 
Wives one to the other, according to the cu — 
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itom of the Parthians, and Lacedemontans s and 
impuces therein too much credulity to Appian: 
Though flutarch hath written the fame thing 5 
afhrming that (Cato freely fent his Wife, to Hor- 
tenfius the, Oratour, ro reife of her an iflue to 
him: noris the Law of Romulus, or that againft 
-Aduíterers, mentioned by ulus Gellius, repug- 
nanf*to this praétife ( as Bodin unadvifedly ima- 
gins. ) He taxes him likewife, to have made Ce- 
Jar fay, in his Second Book of the Civil Wars of 
Rome, certain expretlions, which were not utter- 
ed by him, but Pompey, in a threatning fpeech, 
which he ufed to the Senate, when he put his 
hand on his Sword, and cold them, if they weuld 
not grant him rhe things he defired, that Sword 
fhould purchafe chem: but this may be afcribed 
to afailure of memory, to which all mankind is 
fubje&t: as alfo another error, which he notes 
of him, in miftaking Carpburnia , for Pompeta , 
that Wife of Cefar, which vas vitiated in che 
Temple, called by the Roman , the Temple of the 
good Goddeéefs, But Sigonius is more indecent who 
arraigns him of levity, and many omiflions , 
without alledgirg any proof or inftance thereof 
And Scaliger is not lefs bold inthe cenfyre that 
he makes of him, in his Animaaverfions on the 
Hiflory of Ex«febizs , where he faies, he would 
appear to be a Child in the bufinefs of Hiftory, 
vere it not that an infinity of matters are ad- 
ded to his Treatiíe of the Wars of Syria. Yer 


though I approve not of thefe reflections; I pre- 
fume, 
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fume, one may truly impute it to him as a fault 
in all his works, thac he too much ffatrers the 
Romans, alwaies making the right, as well as 
the advantage, to be on their fide, to the preju- 
dice of all other Nations in the world , wich 
whom they were concerned, as well as of Lis 
own Native Country. And we may add to this, 
that he often attributes to himfelf che labouss of 
others, tranfcribing many Paragraphs, and intire 
Sentences of Polybius, Plutarch, and other Awu- 
thors more Antienr, and inferring them in his 
look, without citing their Texts, to render them 
that acknowledgment, whichis dueto their me- 
rit; On fuch occations. And fome affirm chat hein 
like manner tranfcribed, the ereateft parr of the 
Commentaries of Auguffas, which contained ( as 
Suetowins relates ) che principal aétions of his life 
This is indeed a fort of theft not co be allowed 
Deprehendt in furto maple, quam mutuum reddere 
As Pliny faiestoVe/m@tian, on the (ame fubject, 
and Scaliger, on th s occafion, calls him, alieno- 
Yum laborumfucus, in refemblance to a certain 
fort of Flies , which nourifh themfelves witch 
the honey of others 
I have read in fome Author, that the Rbodi- 
ans, When they had a purpoíe to honour the me- 
inory of any well deferving perfon, by having 
his Statue erected in fome publick place, were 
ufed only to take rhe head from fome of che old 
Statues intheir Ciry, and put a new one in the 
place ofit, of the Figure of him they defigned 
LO 


Appian. 
to reprefent. Thofe that fteal from the writings 
of others , do the fame thine as thoíe Rhodians 
did, but in a more ridiculous fafhion, for by put- 
ting their names toother mens Works, hoping 
thereby to acquire honour to themíelves, they 
ordinarily, inttead thereof, reap only fhame and 
contempt, for fo fordid a praétife. This matter 
calls to my remembrance an abufe, which was 
put upon Diomedes, by his friend Alcibiades, to 
whom he committed the charge, of conveying 
his Horfes to the Olympick games 5 for by chang- 
ing the infcription which belonged to them, and 
making them torun inthe name of -4/e:biades, 
he took to himfelf che honour of the victory 
they acquired , which was not of fmall coníe- 
quence at that time , and tu complaec his de- 
ceit, was fo unjuft to retain them co himfelf, 
without ever making refticution cto Diomedes , 
who tru(ted him therewirh What greater treache- 
ry can there be in refpex to letters , than to 
afcribe to ouríelves, the pgoductions of others, 
when inftead ofyeilding theglory to thofe, by 
wnofe thoughts we bave profired, we would have 
thofe very conceptions pafs, for the pure inven- 
tions of our own wit. The figurative expreifion 
ot P/aziary, which che Latins give to chofe, that 
are guilty of a Crime fo abie&t, and odious, fuf- 
ficiently denotes the Abomination they had for 
it ; asif, bythe word Plagium, it were to be 
underftood, that fuch otfences could nor be ex- 
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to his Seventh Book of Architecture, after having 
alerted, thar fuch of whom we now treat, are 
to be punifhed, as impious, and infamous, be in- 
forms us, with what feverity , and: lgnominy , 
Prolomy punifhed fome Poets, thar had been fo 
impudent torecite, in a publick Aflembly in 4- 
lexazdria, certain Verfes ftoln by them, out of 
different Authors; and to expofe them as cheir 
own ; whereby they had carried the prize, C which 
the King propofed to be given them that belt 
performed, by the £utirage of Six ofthe Judges, 
and all the People ) if the Seventh, who was called 
-riflcgbases , that had been more converfant in 
Books, than the other, had not difcovered rhe 
abufe; preferring a Poet, before them, that was 
the leaft applauded of all the reft, bur one that 
had pronounced nothing, inthe Aflembly, that 
Was not of bis own compofition. Theocritus boaft- 
ed, inone of his Epigrawzs, with a kind of aflu- 
rance, that he never was of the number of thofe, 
that afzribed to tnetafeives the Verfes of other 
men, «e lam notignorant of the excufes, that 
many are forced tomake in his behalf, for tnar 
very afíertion. They tell vs, that Clemens Alex- 
andrius;, and Eufebius in bir Evangelical prepara- 
tion, report, that the Greeks did not only cake 
from the Hebrews, that which is beft in their 
Writings, but inftanced in many examples, how 

they frequently borrowed from one another alfo 
Strabo writesof Enzdorzs, and ed riiston, Two 
Peripatetick, Philofophers , which had writ fome 
| Commen. 
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Commentaries of Nilws, (olikein Phrafe, and mat- 
rer, thar che Oracle of Fupiter Hammon only could 
difsover, which of chem was the true Author, 
upon their mutual accufations of one another, 
of che theft committed. 

(NMarciannus Ficracleota affirms, tha Eratoffbe- 
wes tranfcribed a Treatife, writ by one 7 zmafthe- 
wes, Of an Epicome of the Iíles , from one end 
to rhe other, and prblifhed ic as his own <sAtheo 
meus defames Plato, abcut the end of the Elen 
venth Book of his Deipnofephifis, to have taken the 
ereate{t parc of his Dialogues, from Eyrfon, eA- 
vifiippas , and —-datiffhenes. And thovgh it be 
known, that Apaleins his G olden Afs, 1s not of 
his owa Fabrick, iris not yet difcovered, whe- 
ther. he cookit from Lycian, or Lucius Patrenfis, 
for both thefe have writ of che fame Subject, and 
each of their peices país as Originals. Bur all 
thefe examples, and masv more that might be 
inftanced, cannot produce heeffe&, which chofe 
thar make them, promifero themfeives ; nor 1s 
ic enough to excufe a fault, by faying many o- 
thers are guilty of rke like, forif chac were fuf- 
ficient, there is fcarce any that would not be ea- 
fily pardonable. 

Appian lived in the time of Trajan, Adrian, 
and Antoninus Succeffive Emperors of Rome , 
and about the 1g0th year, of our Saviours In- 
carnation. In che Preface of his Euftory, he 
declares his Extraction, to be from one of the 
befi Families of Alexandria, from whence being 
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come to Keme, he rendred himfelf, in a fborg 
While, fo confiderable in the imployment of Ad- 
vocare , that he was elected, and inrolled in rhe 
. number of thole, that were the Proétors of the 
pct di Emperor, and to have ( as Photius relates ) the 
risan Of- AGmuiniftration of a Province. Sigoniws, and 
fice which Vomz others call him, Sophista Alexandrinus, and 
refembles make him an Egyptian 
the charge =. His Hiilory was divided into Three Volumes 
[= ( which as the fame Photius mentions ) contained 
Encland. Four and Twenty Books, or Twenty Two, as 
Carolus Stephanus Volaterranus , and the betore 
* Orfus 4b named Srgoniss inform.* Ic began at the burning or 
e£aed et taking Troy,and the fortune of ~£xeas and extend- 
"A la ot ed beyond the Reign of Auguftus, making fome- 
ila tem- times excurfiors even to che tume of Trajan., As 
pora, ufq; to his Stile, the fame Photius obferves, that as 
ad Ronse his manner of writing was plain and eafie, fo he 
— a had nothing init, thar was foaring high, or tu- 
perfegui- Ferfluous, and he gives to him the prerogative, 
ts onaia Of being nor only wery faithful (as we hinted 
ufjue ad in the. heginting ) but one of thofe, that has 
pura given the grearett Teftimony, of his knowledg 
"umm car- N tbe art of War, and allkind of military Diu 
prim atq, fcipline. To read the defcription of his batrels 
ob:ter ad- would make one fancy himfelf inthe middle of 
dit, u{que them. And he is fo happy in his Ovations, that 
“a i he manages , and moves the affe&üons , which, 
Serius . way he pleafes: whether it be co revive the cou- 
eciiato, rage of the drooping Sculdiers, or expreís the ex- 


travagent tranfports of thofe that are too violent 
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But of che many works which he compofed, there 
remains to this time bur the leait part. which 
defcribe the Pumck, Syrian, and Parthian Wars, 
4 bofe againft Mithridates, againft the Spaniards, 
againfl Hannibal: and Five Books of the civil Wars 
ef Rome, and thofe of Illyria : As for that of the 
t` Unck War, or the War of the Gaules, chere is on- 
le a fragment or compendium of it extant, ra- 
ther co make us regret what we want, than fa- 
tishe our minds wich chat which remains. 

Thus far we have confined our felf, in this 
Chapter of Appian, to CNMenfieur dela Mothe 
le Vayer, our Author, whoin many things feems 
tome not foexaét in his judgment of this Hi- 
ftorlographer, as his merit requires , and too fe- 
v e in his reflection, whilft he makes fo long a 
defamatory digreffion , againít thofe that incor- 
porate che writings of others in cheir works, on 
occafion of the mentica of his borrowing fome- 
thing, in his Hiflory, froxg Polybius end Plutarch, 
which he makes tobethe more unpardonable , 
becaufe he cites not, in his Books, the Texts o£ 
thofe Authors , to render them (as he Phrafes 
it ) the acknowledgment due to their meric 
And yet he himfelf, even in this Chester, bor- 
rows fome parc of his matter from Voffizs, with- 
out quoting him. But mayit not be doubted, 
whither this Gentleman ever faw the Original 
Alanufcript of Appian, where perhaps thofe Quo- 
tations were, to know thereby , whether he or 
chofe thac tranfcribed it, are, to be blamed for 
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this omiffion, or indeed whether, in thofe Anci- 
ent times , fuch citations were practifed : for 
though the borrowing of writines from others, 
may be fometimes in fome circnmftances a great 
offence ; it is not alwaies to be fo accounted, 
fince there isnotany thing wricten, that is not 
taken from the conceptions of them that went 
before: and «hen we take from others to improve 
theic reafon, that ic may be derived to usin a 
more familiar, refined and exquifite fenfe, 1t 1s 
rather commendable than faulty ; as may be faid 
of that which Virgi/ rakes from Homer, or to fpeak 
of our time, of what our Ben Fobnfon extracts from 
Catullus , Tuvenal, Horace, Plautus, and other 
Poets, and from Tully alio, who fo much improves. 
their thoughts, that they themfelves, 1f they vw. e* 
alive, would not think themfelves difhonored, by 
the ufe he makes of them. | | 
What our Author mentions of Scaliger, which 
is alfo hinted by Voffin. of Appians being a Child 
in Hiftory, is zather te be imputed to his paflion, 
thanright judgment, whofe cenfures are not al- 
waies tobe allowed, efpecially when they contra- 
dict the more general confent of the learned in all 
Ages. What he faies alfo, in the beginning of 
chis Chapter in one place, that Appian feems to 
have affe&ed anorder of writing, even contrary 
to Nature, is an opinion, wherein he is very fin- 
cular, for Celius Secundus Curio (who had, it 
may be, more curioufly ftudied Appian than he ) 
inhis Epifile Dedjcatory, before the Letin Im- 
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preffion at Bafil 1554, writes thus of him 

Iess certain ( faieshe) that Appian propofed Ceiius - 
to himfel£, the method, and contexture of Tha. Secundus 
cydides, and Saluf/, ond endeavonred to imirate C/7/^ in 
them both, in their veracity of expreffion , and "9 
quickneís of rranfition, for he didnot Weave to- ,44,44 Mas 
sether a perpetual feries of Hiftory, as Livy and sfacism 
others, but from the whole matter ( that is to 7#berba— 
fay ) from the greateít, moft, and immortal acti- FP, 

e .. "verfus feu 

ons of the Romans, he feparated the Wars they zez 
made, upon any Nation or People; and made fo ` 
many bodies of Hiftory, as they undertook and 
waged Wars, which Reafen and image of writing 
Ca[zr purfued, inhisfo much celebrated Com- 
mentaries, wherein nothing is found, empty, fa- 
bulous, o: prodigious. No fuperfluous, or feign- 
ed Ipeeches, or Orations for oftentation ; but all 
pure, true, religious, and neceffary ; in which he 
did not imitate the Vanity of the Greeks, which 
to do, is not indeed to vrite a Hiltory, but de~ 
ceive the World wich Fabl «s. 
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7 O Caffius, who is befides known by the 
Surnames of Cocceizis and Cotceianus, was 
horn at Nicea, a City of Bithynia, whe~ 

ne retired, in his larter years, to país in 

c: rhe remaining part of his life, after che 
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as they fy, tody in their Manfions The infir- 
xir his leggs callea him to this reciremenr, 
and be writes, that his Genius had foretold it 
Lim-lons bcfore by a Verte of Homers lliads, re- 
eiced by Photius As Socrates wis faid to have 
had a Bemsisiar Spir:t or Damon, who was as a Di- 
refer ot bisitte, Dre ailedges that he was warned 
by his, ro»vold by arertremenr, the ^ mbvfhes 
(nic the Pretorian duda prorared for bim: 
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and the fame Spirit, or Geddefs (xo ule his ewan 
terms inhis Threefcore and Twelfth Book ) made 
him write his Hiflory , who before exercifed 
himfeif only in Philofophical learning as thet 
of the Divize Dreams, and their /wterpretation, 
of whieh he had compofed a Book His Father 
Apronianus a Gonfular man ( according to the 
Pirate ofthat Age ) was Governor of Dalmatia, 
and fometime after Proconíul of Cilicia + He 
himfelf had che fame Confular dienity bellowed 
on him twice, which he exercifed jointly with 
the Emperor Alexander, Son of Tammea; af- 
ter he had paffed through divers Imployments 
under the precedent Emperors: for Macrinus 
had eftablifhed him lieutenant or Governor of 
Pergamus, and Smyrna, and he fometime com- 
manded in Affrick; and had afterwards the Ad- 
miniftration of Z4z//r/a and Hurzgary, then called 
Pannonia, committed co bim. Thefe things are 
convenient tobe known, before we fpeak of his 
Writings, becaufe they r^comriend , and give 
the greater Authority to them. His Hikory ccir- 
prifed all the time from the building of | ome, 
co the Reign of Alexarder Severus, which he writ 
in kighty Books, divided into Bicht Beceaes , 
whereof few are feved from tba unbagpy loís, 
which, as we have elfewhere fliown, hes been 
fatal to many admirable Works of this nature, 
whereof the ignorsnt and beatharcus Ages hive 
deprived us Ar prefent the Five ond Thiruerh 
Pook isthe firflof thole thet remain intire ( for 
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we have but fome Eclogues or Fragments of the 
Four and Thirtieth preceding. His proerefs tO 
the Sixtieth is intire enough. But inftead of the 
iatt Twenty , we muft be content with vehac 
Xiphilinus, a Conftantinopolitan Monk, has given 
us inan Epitome or Compendium of them ; for 
the Text of thofe peeces of Dios is not to be 
found whole, by a misfortune alwaies incident to 
Books , that are abbreviated. Photinus obferves 5 
that he writ his Roman Hiflory, as fome others 
had likewife done, not from the Foundation of 
Rome only, but even from «£zeas his Defcent 
into /taly, whieh he continued to che ‘Tyranny 
of Heliogabalus, and fome part of the !:cign of 
Alexander Severus, his fucceffor. That which we 
have of it now in our pofleflion, comprehend- 
ing the events of Three Hundred years at leaft, 
begins but at the time, when Lac#llus had his 
great commands, and finifhes with the death of 
Claudius the Emperor the rek is the Epitome of 

Xiphilinus, before mqmtioned. | 
Though all that has been loft of this excel- 
lent Author, is much tobe regretted, I chink 
nothing is fo deplorable, as the lofs of the Forty 
lat years, of which he writ as an Eie-wirnefs, and 
one that had a part in the government of che 
State. For he could not exprefs, what was be- 
fore the Empire of (ommeodus, but from the re- 
[ation of ftrangers, and as others had done ir 
efore him. Bue after that Emperor, until tne 
other, wich whom he had the honor, to m 
egus 
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i2cue in the Confulfhtp, he built no more upon 
rhe faith of ocher men ; bur what he relates , 
that Gdefcendsto us, by his Organ Xiphilinus, is 
no other than what he faw himfelf, and where- 
in he was a principal Agtour. Iris a clear proof 
of Dions prudent conduét , that he could pafs 
over fuch bad times, as thofe of the T yrannical 
Dom'uion of Commodus , Caracalla, Macrinus , 
and &ae/rogabalas, without lofs of life, goods, or 
reputation, which are oftenin danger under fuch 
Princes, without a wonderful dexterity of Wit. 
His was fo commendable, that after having over- 
come thofe Srormy and Tempeftuous feafons , 
wherein the quality of aftranger and his riches 
expoted himto much envy, he arrived happily 
at a {afe l'ort, to wit the Raion of Alexander Se- 
verus an exceeding Lover of juftice, and a mof 
powerful Proteétor of virtuous men. 

Under him he publiíhbt che Roman Hiftory, 
to which as he was led b; his Geziz», as we 
before hinted , fo he was ccmmanded by Septi- 
mius Severus. We confefíes himfelf, chat he im- 
ploied Ten years, in providing the necefl«ry ma- 
terials for this great Building, and twelve more 
1n railing it, and adding that Majefty unto 1t, 
which makes us , even at this day, admire 1ts 
difmembred Fragments and $6 uins A man of 
his Quality, who had pafied ail his life in the 
Management of affairs, and had read men as well 
as Books, and cf fuch an experimented conduct, 
muft needs have been a very confiderable Hifiorio- 
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grapher Nor have any of them revealed fo much 
unto us ashe, of thoíeítarte fecrets, which 75 
certus Stiles Arcana Imperii , and whereof he 
makes fo high a Miftery He is fo exactin de- 
{cribing the order of the Comitia, the ettablifhing 
of Maeiftrates, and the ufe of che publick Rights 
of the ‘Kowans, that thofe things are no where 
elfe learned more diftinctly. And in what re- 
lates to the Confecration of Emperors , cir 
Apotheofis , or inrolling amongít the number of 
the Gods ; We may fay, tha he is the only 
Writer, who has fhewn us a good form, except 
Heredias who coveted afterwards to imitate him 
in the fame Subject But particularly , in the 
Fifty Sixth Book, he is very curious, where he 
reprefents the Pomp of Auguftus his Funerals, 
his Bed of Srace, his Effigies in Wax, and the 
Funeral Oration, which Tiberius read before the 
Peopie, he expofes after that the manner of the 
burning his body, how Livia gathered, and laid 
up his Bones, finally with what dexterity they 
made an Eagle part yrom the Funeral Pile, whence 
that Brad of Fupiter feemed to bear the Soul of 
che Empero: to Heaven. 
The Funeral Oration before mentioned obliges 
me to remark, thar Dion freeiy ufed, not only 
the Oblique, burthe Dire& way of Oration alfo 
in the body of his tiittory Thofe of Pompey to the 
Romans, and of Gebinius afterwards, in his Thir- 
ty Sixth Book, are of the laftframe The Pbht- 
lofophical difcourfe of Philifcus to Cicero, i 
Y 
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is feen inthe Eight and Thirrierh , to perfwade 
him to bear his Exile into (WV acedozia conftant- 
ly, is alfe inthe form of a Profopopea, after a 
very confiderable Dialogue between them Two 
The Orations of eVgrippa, and Mecenas, the 
hift of Which exhorted Auguftus to quit the Em- 
pire, the Second on the contrary to retain it, 
are of the fame fort, and contain the whole Fif- 
ty Second Book. And Aiphilinus was not con- 
ténted,in his Abbreviation of the Sixty Second, to 
make Paxslinus, Governor of grear Brittain, fpeak 
a diret Oration to his Troops, ready to Engage 
with the Brirtifh Forces, after he had divided 
them into Three different Bodies , but makes 
him {peak Three feparate ones, on the fame Sub- 
jet, to perfwade them to fight couragioufly 5 
anu thereby to obtain the Victory Ey this it ap- 
pears, that they who believe thar all forts of O- 
rations are indecent in E2(lory, will nor be fatis 
fied with Dio’s method of iting, for he abftains 
not from thofe, which are net tc be avoided, 
namely the direct, and has made ufe of Dialegues 
alfo. whichis contrary to the tules of the Cri- 
ticksin Hiílory ; bur if we muft take notice of 
his faults, there are others, which ceferve fconer 
to be complained of, than whan we mentioned 
He is accufed of having taken Çefars part?too 
much, again Pompey, to accomodate himfelf to 
the courfe of Fortune. Nor feems he moie equi- 
table in refpect of Antonius his Faction, which he 
alwaies favours to the prejudice ofthat of C — 

Ane 





i110 


Ficaro 


Dio or Dion Caffius. 

And whoever reads inthe Forty Sixth Book, the 
invective of Q. Fufius Calenus, againit chis in- 
comparable Oratour, will be hardly able to in- 
dure ali che injuries, with which it feems Dio 
would have Sullied his reputation. Not, content 
to make him be reproached, that he was the Sei 
of a Fuller or Dyer, very often reduced to drefs 
Vines, or cültivate Olive Trees ; he affaults his 
pe:fon, and touches his honour in all the molt 
fenfible parts: he renders him ridiculous for his 
fearfulnefs : and to blati him the more, affirms» 
that of all the Orations which were feen of his, 
he delivered not one of rhern, after the manner 
in which they were writ, and therefore bis want 
of memory is impured as acrime to him. But 
he makes Galenus much more fevere, He would 
have him contented, not to wear tbe long Robe, 
if he had not wanted it to hide his ill-ihape 
Leggs and Feet. Anda raigns bis Conjugal Bed, 
to expofe the vice sfhis Wives, defaming him 
to have proftituted che honour of one of them = 
and inthe mention of his Children, he accufes 
him of Inceft with his Daughter; and repreients 
his Son, asan infamous Libertin, Drunk Night 
and Day Certainly," to treat one of the greateft 
perions of the Roman Republick thus, is rather 
like a Satyriff than an Hiftorian. But Dron does 
fo purfue his difparagemenr, thatin the follow- 
ing Book, he takes a new occafion to make Fulvia, 
the Wife of Antonius, vomit out abundance of 
reproaches againft his memory, whe pierces his 

Tongue 
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Tongue through and through with her Needíe. 
He has not been much more refpe&ful to Se- 
eca , 1f the conjeétures of fome mien are noc 
true, who think that X;pbilizsus, in chat. part, Ma- 
licioufly delivered the thoughts of Suillus, or 
fome other as bad, for thofe of Dio. Yet we read 
in what Conftantinus collected out of him, be- 
fides whatis related in the Epitomy of Xzphil:- 
nus, that Seneca led a life quite contrary to his 
Writings, and the Philofophical profeffion , to 
which he pretended. He is accufed of Adultery, 
with Fulia and Agrippina, and of the death of 
the lait; He is raxed with reading Lectures of 
Pederafty, to Nero, and charged with afcending 
the Theatre with him, to make Orations in his 


applaufe. In fine his Luxury and Avarice are 


aggravated to that pitch, that the caufe of the 
Rebellion of Great Brittain, is imputed to him, 
where the People could ne more indure his ex- 
tortion, than Nero could fv&er his Confpiracies, 
from which he had no means to deliver himfelf, 
than by putting fo bad a Maker to death. Buc 
what we before hinted , that the invectives a- 
ganit Seneca, are rather the words of Tigellinus 
the abbreviator, than our Author, feems to be 
very manifeft, becaufe Diez, in his Fifty Ninth 
Book, fpeaks very honourably of Seneca. 

We might perhaps accufe him of Superfticion 
and Credulity, and thereby fomething difcredic 
his Hiflory ; if fomething were not to be allowed 
to Humanity, and if we did not know, that P 
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beft Authors in this kind, have fallen into the 

fam ie inconveniences. In his Forty Seventh Kosk 

he tells us, the Sun appeared at Rome fometimes 
^ Thef. lefler, end fometimes greater than ordinary, to. 
Pill s foretel the bloody Battel, fought in the Fields of 
mentio:  TPPippi, which was alfo -fignifred by miny other 
ed,tubave VProdigies. How he credited the report of che 
been im- {trange quality of the * Pfy///, toexpel poifen, 
ployed bY may be read in his One and Fiftieth Book, on. 
nac the Subject of the death of Cleopatra , whom 
cure Cleo. thefe men ( ince there was no Female amoneft 
patra of them, andthey begot themíelves ) endeavoured 
ber poifo*, in vain, to bring to life again. In his Fifty Eighth. 
By fucking Book be reports, that a Phenix wasíeenin £- 
out of ber ZIPt» 1n the Seven Hundred and Nineteenth year 
x»»uids, Of the Foundation of Rome. In another place he 
thatbe rites, that Vejpafian cured a Blind Man, by fpic- 
might car- cing inhis Eies, and worked a like Miracle, om 
dish. a Lame mans Hand, which he cured and reftored 
to Rome. TO its vigour, by walking upon it, they being 
Sueton. in both forewarned in a Dream, chat they fhould rea 
4:2.c.17. ceive this benefit from the Emperor. In another: 
Li^.66. place he expreffes , that rhe famous "Apollonius 
Du sp Tyanans faw, in the City of Ephefus, all that paf- 
A City of | 7 es à > 
Cappado- fed at the death of Domitian in Kome, at the 
€ia. fame inltant chat he received it 5. fo thar he cried 

out, calling on che name of Stephanus, which was 

that of his-Murtherer, bidding him Strike boldly 

and íoon after thac (Ç faies he ) ic was done; as 

if Droz would have conformed himfelf to Pbi. 

loftratus, who writ at the fame time rhe Imagi- 
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wary life of this Philofopher ; and as if there were 
nó difference to be put, betwixt true, and Fa- 
bulous Hiftorv. | 

Though fome men, and Baronius amoneft o- 
thers, find fault. with Die, becaufe he was not 
favorable to Chriftianity, Ithink ic not worthy 
tobe confidered, nce he isto be efteemed as a 
Pagan Author, who was not like to uphold a 
Religion contrary to that which he profeffed. Ic 
is crue that fpeaking of the victories of Marcus 
“Aurelius , he attributes to the Magick Art, of 
one Arnuphis an c"Egyptias , rather than to the 
prayers of the Chriftians, the miraculous Rain, 
which fell in favour of the Romans, and the 
frange Tempefts , which affülicted the Army of 
the Quadi, whom the learned Cluverius takes; 
for the prefent Moraviaus, But 1s it a wonder, in 
things fubjeét to various interpretations, as are 
ordinarily fuch Predigies that Die, an Idolatrous 
Hiftorian, fhould ner give the fame judgment, as 
a believer? And that heípake otherwife of them, 
than Tertullian, Eufebius, Paulus Diaconus and fome 
otbe:s have done ? 

His Stile is by Photizs, put into the rank of 
the moft elevated, being extraordinarly raifed by 
rhe loftinefs of his thoughts. His difcourfe, fares 
he, is full of Phrafes, which refemble the An- 
tient conftruction ot Syntaxis, and his exprelffion 
anfwers the greatnefs of rhe marter he treats of 
His periods are often interrupted with Paren- 
thefes, and he ufes many Hyperbates, or tranfi- 

I | tions, 
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tions, which are very troublefome when they are 
not ufed Artificially after hfs manner. But ohe 
thing is very remarkabie, that though. his lane 
cuase is very numerous, and adjufted according 
to Arrt, yet it appears tobe fo little laboured, that 
the Reader does in no wife perceive the care th4t 
has been taken init, becaufe ic is fo clear and in- 
tellieiblé, that every one prefuppoles as much Fa- 
cilisy inthe compofition, as chere 1s in. the read- 
ing. He feems to have imitated That ydides, whom 
he follows, efpecially in his Narrattves, and O- 
rations: Bue he has che advantage over him, not 
to be reproached with obfcurity: In all elfe Thau 
cydidesisthe pattern, by which he Copies with 
all forr of Circumfpection. This ts the judgment 
Photius gives ofhim, who is much more credita- 
ble in thas point, chan y amen. tchat to fay fome- 
thing of his own, long fince thought on, accufes 
Dio of being too Afatiek., and fo prolix in his 
Orations, that heis troublefome to his Readers. 
The world muf be left to their liberty of think- 
ing, according to the Law of the Romans, Popsle 
libera [unto fuffragia. Yet Y conceive, for what 
relates co language , the fure(l way is to leave 
that to thofe to whom it isnatural, and who have 
fucked ir with their milk, rather than to (trangers, 
who are much more fubjeét to be mittaken. 
Befides Dio’s Hiftory, and his little Trearifes, 
before mentioned, it feems thart Suidas afcribes 
to him, fome other compofitions, asthe /ife of 
the “Philofopher Arrianus , the ations o£ Trapan, 
and 
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and certain Zrizeraries, Raphael Volaterranus makes 
him befides, Author of Three Books, intituled de 
Principe, and fome fmall Trearifes of Morality 
We muftalfo obferve, that there have Been ma- 
ny Dio's of great repute; and one amonett che 
reft, who lived an Age before Die Caffizs, in the 
fame Emperor Traæjans time, This is he, who for 
hi$ Eloquence, had the Surname of Ghryfoffomus, 
who was of Praffia, and by confequence of Bithy- 
nid, as well as the other, and for whom Trajan 
had fo particular a Love, that he of:en honoured 
him with aplace by him in his Ch:rior. Thefe 
Two Diens are difünguifhed, by their profeffions, 
as well as their Surnames. The firf?, according to 
the times they lived in, was an Orarour, and Phi- 
fopher, the Second, an Hiftorian, and Stracefmany 
fuch as we have reprefenred him in this Section, 
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TI HE Hliflory of F'erodian ( as moft of chofe 





we have already mentioned ) receives its 

commendation, from the meiir ofits Aue 
thor. He declares atthe beginnirg of his firit 
Book, that he will only write of che affairs of 
his own time, which he himfelf hath feen , 
or underflood from creditable perfons; for which 
he was very competent , becaufe of the publick 
inployments that he exercifed ,. for he mighg 
jufily boaft, to have pafled through the principal 
charges of che Srate. 

About the ead of his Second Book, he ac- 
quaints us ) before he begins to w.ite of the 
life of Septimius Severus, which contains all the 
Third Book ) that his Hiflory in general fhall 
comprehend the fpace of Seventy years, and treat 


of the Government of all the Emperars, which 
fuccecd= 
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fucceeded one another, during that rime, that 
is, from the Reign of Marcus Aurelius Antoni 
mus the Pnilofopher, to that of the younger 
Gord‘anus Grandchild of the former, which fome, 
wich 724/265 Capitolinus, reckon to be the Third 
of chic nime. His Eighth Book, which is the 
latt of hts Work, ends with che unworthy flaugh- Two Ro- 
ter of the Two old men Balbinus, and Puprenus, min Empe- 
whom he calls Maximas, committed on them rors killed 
by the Pretorian Souldiers, to advance the fore- s "e 
nn 4. 257. 
mentioned G erdiazss Junior co the Throne. : 
Photizs writes of his Stile, that he has writ in 
an Air fo much the more cleer and agreeable, in 
that he has not too much affected the Aztek, 
terms ; but fo tempered his Phrafe, that his di- 
fcourfe 1s heightned above the lower form of O- 
ration: and as there is notbing fuperfluous 1n his 
writings, fo it cannot be faid, that he has omit- 
ted things nec-effiry or useful tobe known: and 
he adds ( to compleat his Elogium of him ) that 
confidering allthe virtues of an diflorian, there 
are few Authors to whom Herodian ought to fub- 
fcribe. 
We have obferved inthe preceding SeStions, 
that he hath, as well as Diss Caffins, informed 
us of the Pagan Ceremonies , ufed at the Con- 
fecration of their Emperors. Ic is inthe begin- 
ning of his Fourth Pook, where he fo well re- 
prefenws tous all the Funeral honours, rendered 
to the Afhes of Severus ( which his Chiteren 


had tranfparted from England, in an Alab!atler 
| 3 Cheit ) 
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Chef ð that ic is hard to fee any where, any 
thing more exact, and more inftructive. He celts 
us how they were put into an Urne, with the 
ceneral edoration of the Senate and the People, 
and carried by the Confuls to the Temple, where 
the Sacred Monuments of their Emperors were 
preferved, and then proceeding to defcribe the 
Funeral Pomp, he informs us, that his Efhgies 
in Wax, all cloathed in Robes of Gold, was 
placed at the Gare of his Palace on an Ivory 
Bed, etevated from the Ground , and magnifi- 
cently adorned : Where Seven daies together the 
Senators clothed in black, and the Roman Ladies 
all in White (without any other Ornaments ) 
came ro pay their refpe&s , taking their places, 
the Voren on rhe right, and the men on the 
left cie of «he Bed , all appearing with very 
mournful countensnces. He obíerves alfo, that 
the hyfittans came duly to vift this reprefen- 
tation of rhe Emperor, m king formal approaches 
to the Ged, as if he were alive , and declaring 
that h's icknets grew daily worfe and worfe; fo 
true itis that this world is a continual Come- 
dy. After this time was paffed over, the moft 
coruderable of the Youch, and the Knights, car- 
red rhe fame Bed on their fhoulders, frf to rhe 
great Market places, where the Magiftrates of 
Rome ufed to S:;:renóoe: their charges ; and there 
a Chorus of young men on one fide, and Virgins 
on the oiher, Sung Uymnsto the praife of the 
dead Emperor: from thence they proceeded to 


che 
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the Campus Martius , which was out of the 
Town, wherethe Bed, and Effigies, were placed 
in 3 large fquare Tabernacle of V ood, refembling 
aud elevated , to the height of one of thofe 
Towers, upon which Lights are placed on the 
Sea Coaits, to direst Mariners to avoid the dan. 
geris of Rocky fhotes, whereof he makes fuch exa& 
defcriptions, both as to the exterior and interior 
Ornamenr, andthe feveral ftories of it, that any 
one may eafily thereby comprehend the manner 
of the ftru&ture. In the next place be writes 
thac the Roman Knights made their Horfes run 
round about the Tabernacle in certain orderly 
motions, which were at that time called Motus 
Pyrrbicbit, and in orbicular revolutions. And at 
the fame time there were a certain number of 
Chariots, filled with perfons which reprefented 
the moft qualihed men of the Empire, which 
alfo went in a kind of Proceílion, round the great 
Machine, till the next fucceflor of the Empe- 
ror, firít took a Torch in his hand, and with ic 
kindled fome combuftibte matter, made for that 
purpofe at the bottom of 1t, and chen iz alittle 
time all that Swperbe Edifice was confumed in 
Flames, and atthe fame time they Jet an Eagle 
fly , which the Pagan fuperftition of &bat Age 
believed, wasto carry away the'Soul of the de- 
ceafed. 

Herodian ufed dire&t Ozrations inall his Hi- 


Rory. As in the firt Book we have that of Mar-. 


cas Antoninus to his friends, a little before his 
death: 
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death: with another which Commodus delivered 
to his fouldiers ( whilft he was yet very young.) 
to gain jheir affections tohim And his Eighth 
Book daes asit were conclude, with that fpeech 
which Maximus made in the middle of his Ar- 
my, alittle before he marched with itto Rome 
and all his other Books are filled with the like 
difcourfes, which are leaning to the form of De- 
clamation , and which without any difficulty he 
continually ufed as occafion offered ; as may be 
feen by chit letter which Maerinus writ from An- 
zioch, to the Senate and Roman People, inthe 
beginning of his Fifth Book. 

He did not moreover avoid Digreffions in his 
Compofitions. “There 1s one in his firit Book, 
on the occafion of that /dol of the Mother of the 
Gods , which the. Romans caufed to be brought 
from Phrygia ; after having related that the Stone, 
all 1ngraved as it was into the form of the /mage, 
fell down from Heaven, in the Field of Pefnun- 
za, and made the Ship that carried ir ftop at the 
Mouth of Tyber, till a Vettal in proof of her Vir- 
einity had drawn it out with her cinéture: and 
he gives no other reafon for the Sacrifices, which 
the -Eunuchs celebrated to fuch a Divinity, and 
many other Fables which depended thereon ( in 
this whole diverfion ) than that , writing in 
G eck, he thovght it might be acceptable ro his 
Country men, to be informed of the Theology 
of the Latins , whereof few of them had any 
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juliu Capitolinus mentions Herodian, in the Hemas an 
Life of Clodius Albinas, asagood Hiftorian, but Hzfforias, 
accufes him nevertheleís, in his two cM axisnins, that wrie 
to have favoured one, in hatred of —4 lexauder "Y 
Severus, whofe memory was difpleafing to him. whereof 
He did' indeed commend the clemency and mild Pme 
difpoi.tion of chat Prince, who reigned Fourteen are loft, by 
years, without any effufion of blood, and with- *¢ rid 
out taking away the life of any one, otherwife A. "Sh 
than by the ordinary courfe of Juftice, which zived ix 
he remarks as a virtue very rare, and without the time 
example, fince Antoninus Philofophus. of Dioclee 

As to the Empreís Mammea ( who is propofed e E 
by fome, asa Pattern tothofe to whom rhe Edu- Poff in 
cation of fuch Princes, which they {hall have wif. rati- 
brought into the Wo ld, may appertain ) he by no zi Lib. x. 
means approved of her Government; fometimes ©4?- 7- 
he defcribed her as an avaritious perfon , that 
invaded the poffeffions of many perfons, by evil 
and fraudulent means, and faites, fhe was for that 
reafon hated by her Son. And then he repre. 
feats her to be fo proud, that fhe could not en- 
dure her Daughter in Law Augusta, impatient 
to have the Title of Emprefs given to any but 
her fel£, but banifhed her into ffrick, after 
having caufed her Father to be put to ceatn, c- 
eainft the confent of rhe Emperor ; becaufe he 
made publick complaints of the wrengs, he, and 
the young Emprefs Augufta his Davghter nad 
endured by the cruelty of the fore Men mea: 
nor was ihe lefs injurious to her Son, who, — 
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he regretted the defeat ofa Roman Army, which 
was too far advanced into the Country of the 
Parthians, could not but impute the difhonor of 
itto her, who on prerext of her care, which për- 
fwaded bim net to hazard his perfon, was there- 
by che occafion of che lofs o£ that Army, and 
ali the reproach and infamy that átcended it. Nor 
does Herodian affign any other caufe of the death 
of both the Mother, and the Son, who were af- 
fafhnated by the Souldiers, than the harred they 
had conceived againft Mammea, becaufe of her 
infatiable avarice and fhamelefs parcimony , 
whereby Adaximinus was advanced to the Em- 
ire. 
r Lampridius alfo, after having called Mam- 
mea a pious Woman, does not refrain from ar- 
raigning the impudence of her avarice, for amaf- 
fing together all the Gold and Silver fhe could 
gather. And when he relates the affaffinate of -4- 
lexander Severmi, he faies, that Prince was griev- 


onfly reproached by his Murtherers, with the co- 


vetoufnefs of his Mother. And Sextus Aurelias 
Vitior decimes nor, to have ic pronounced ro that 
unfortunate Emperor, at the laft moment of his 
life ; chat the fame perfon which gave it to him, 
was the caufe of his death. Andheadds that 
Mammea had reduced her Son to char extremity, 
by her frugal humour, that the meat which was 
untouched at the Table one day, was faved to be 
ferved to ir che day following, to conterr her, 
though at beft ic was but meanly furnifhed. " 
SUT 


Herodian, 
But though Herodiaz juftly blamed Mammea, 


for herill condu& in the matter of Government 


of the State, he very much commends her care 
for the in(truSien of her Son, excluding fiom him 
all depraved perfons, and efpecially thoíe Pe(fs 
of Courts, which flatter the bad inclinations of 
Princes, and thereby pervert their nature, and 
immediately vitiace their underftandings : fhe 
would let none approach him, that were not vir- 
tuous in their lives, and of approved behawiour : 
and fo difcreetly regulated his tme, that it was 
chiefly occupied, inimployments worthy of him, 
nor: permitting any leifure for indecent actions, 
which are begotten and mourifhed by 1dleneís, as 
their proper Aliment. Certainly thefe wife pre- 
cautions cannot be fufficiently prifed, and do well 
deferve thofe commendations which are afcribed 
to this unhappy Priacefs. Nor was her vigilance, 
and the great pains fhe took, to preferve her 
Son from fovile a Monfler as Heliogabalus ( who 
tried alwaies, to deprive him of his life ) lefs 
praife worthy , as our Hifforian obferves. And 
Lampridius, who, as it was before hinted , com- 
mended her piety of life; adds to tt, that ne- 
ver any Prince was better educated, than eA lex- 
ander Severus, in al the exercifes of peace and 
War, by theexcellent Mafters fhe provided for 
him. And he finifhes his difcourfe of the life of 
that Emperor , in faying hewas of a very good 
difpofislon , being the Son of a moft virtvous 
Mother. Zofimus relates thatthe Animofiry of 
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Herodian. 


the Souldiery, againft Mammea and her Son, pro- 
ceeded from her favour to Ulpian the famed 
Lavy-r, preferring him above the Captain of che 
Emperors Guards, which is no {mall proof of the 
zeal the hid, to maintain che Laws The Chrono- 
loger Caffiodorus reports, that the piety and re- 


fpect which Alexander had for his Mother Alam- 


ea, mide him to be beloved byall men. Bfte 
Exfebtus has furpaffed all others in her commen- 
dation, extolling her to be a Lady of virtue and 
piety , In a more religious fenfe than thie o£ 
Caffisdorus, and equal to, if not exceeding there- 
in, all che Women of her time, and he improves 
chat his good opinion of herto us; becaufe of 
her fending for Origex from Antioch, to confer 
wich him of che mifteries of Chriftianity. 

Wait fhill we chen conclude of the bad re- 
ports watch Herodian writes of her may we not 
believe, with falias Capitolinus, that as he was 
difpleifed with che Government of Alexander Se- 
versi, he for thar refon arratened the Qualities 
of his Mother, or rather thacin amixture of vir- 
rues an ] vices wherevich Mammea was taxed, he 
would fuppre(s neither of them, toacquit himfel£ 
the better of che duty of an Citlorian ; which laft 
Itaketo be the moft equicable o»inion. 

Though we confider Herodian in this place, but 
as an Hiftoman, Suidas informs us that he wrie 
many other Books, which are not preferved to 
ourtime. Hewas Originally a G-ammarise of A- 
lexandria, and lived in the Three Hundredrh yea - 
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of Chrift, the Son of one Apollorius, furnamed 
Difficilis of the fame profcfhon : and perhaps: ic 
is for this reafon that Ammianus CMarcellisus 
calls him , 4*tium mirni fimum | feifcitatorem. 
However, he pafled the bctt part of his life at 
Kome, in the Courts of tbe Fmrerors. where he 
had the means to inform himfelf ( with that cus 
rofity which appears in his writings ) cf many 
excellent particulars, which are no where elfe to 
be found, 
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T H E Y who with Sigoniøs make no dia 
fünétion, between the Hittorian Zofi- 
mus andà Two or Three others of the fame 
name, commit in my opinion an inexcufable 
fault. For Suidas names Two; the Firfè an Alex- 
andrian, that had , amongít other his Works , 
writ the life of Plato; and the Second, of Gaza, 
or Afcalon, who commented uponthe writings 
of Demofthenes, and Lyfiasy in che time of the 
Emperor Axzaffafus We ought not therefore to 
confound this laft Zofimus, with the Hifforian, 








Eccl. Hifl. who ( as Evagrius exprefsly affirms, in hisinve- 


Cap. AK 


Give againft him ) lived under Theodofus the 
yourger. Néither do I know, why we fhould take 
the Alexandrian for the fame Hiftorian. their 
writings being quite different, and the Quality 
of Count, and Advocate of the drea[usy pime: 
WE 


Zofimus, 


with the /as# was dignified, was not attributed to 
the other by Susdas, who gives him only the Ti- 
tle of Philefopher. Balthafar Bonifacius would 
haveit chat che Hiftorian Zofimus wrer a Chy- 
mical Book of the Tranf{mutation of Metals, which 
he heard was kept in that excellent Library Roy- 
al of Parts: But heis miftaken in his conje&ure, 
for the Manufcripc he mentions , which I have 
examined, Is of one Zofmus, who fiiles himíel£ 
Panopolitamns, end is indeed a counterfeit name 3 
a przétife ufual among Chymifis, who delight fo 
to deceive one another, by wricings, which they 
afcribe falfily , fometimes to Democritus , fome- 
times to Zofimus, and fometimes to others, to 
give them the becrer Authority. But the Hiftory 
Of Zofimus has no refemblance to thofe compo- 
buons. Ifwe may believe Photius, xt may have 
fome affinity , with Exxapius bis Hiflory of the 
Cafars, which Zofmus is faid to have meerly 
abridged, fo great«aiikenefs there was between 
one andthe orher, except in thofe places where 
Stilico was concerned, whoíereputatron Zofimus 
did not aefame as Ea«zapi4s did; whereof we 
might more particularly relate, if the Venetians 
had made publick the C*M#anunfeript , which we 
are affured they have of Esnapims his Hiftory. 
Zofimus as Evagrivs reports left in his Ritto- 
ry in fix Books, whereof che firít comprehends 
allthe fefars from Auguftusto Probus, and was 
by the e4arthor continued to Diecletian 5 but 
thernacter is fo concraded and fuccinc& came m 

thing 
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Zofimus, 

thing can be more: the Five other Books are 
larger; efpecially when he comes to the time of 
Theodofins the Great, and of his Children Arcas 
dius and Honorius, becaufe he then writ of what 
he had feen. He goes but a little beyond the 
Siege which Alarvicus\aidto Rorse ; and the oc- 
cafions of diviüon which fome Sowed between 
Honorius and him. And indeed we have but the 
beginning ofthe Sixth Book, the end being loft. 
But 1 know not upon what Authority Srgozius 
builds, to afferc that there was a Seventh Book o£ 
Zofimus his Hittory , which was alfo loft, fince 
Phottas mentions buc Six , and no other perfon 
faies any thing of a Seventh. 

We hinted before, that there was an Inve&ive 
of Evagrius again Zofimus, whicn may be feen 
more act large in Nicephorus Calhfius , Photius 
faiesindeed that he barks like a Dog, at thofe of 
our Chriflian belief- And few Chrittian Authors, 
till Lezzclavi4s who tranflared his Hiflory into 
Latin, made any Apology for him: To fay the 
truth although this learned German defends him 
very pertinently in many things, fhowing that 
they were to blame to require of a Pagan Hifo- 
rian, as Zofimas was, other thoughts than thofe 
he expofed ; orthat he fhould refrain from dif- 
covering the vices of the firft Chriftian Emperors, 


fiance he alfo had not concealed their virtues 


Neverthelefs it may be faid, that, in mjny pla- 
ces, he expreffed more Animofity, in fat be- 
half, thanthe Laws of Hiftory do permit. Yeg 

i think, 


LOftitUs. 
I think, he had reafon to reproach Coxffaxvim, 
of chat impofition of Chryfargyr or glittering Gold, 
which Axaffafius afterwards removed , and chat 
his duty obliged him to arraign his luvury and 
prodigality : ner was it a fault to have accufed 
him , of havrag made his wife Faxzfta to be 
fmorthered intochor a tove, after he had come 
manded through Jealoufie his own Son Cri{pus 
to be putto ceath: Perhaps Exfebiss writing in 
this (orffautine’s time, or atthe lateft in that of 
his Son Coxffaatius , durti not yublifh fuch bold 
truths, as it happens to tboie who expofe any 
relations, wherein the Governing | OWers are in- 
rereffed. Noris ir unknown, chat («7 ffantixe com- 
mitted feveral other étions worthy of blame. 
He repealed from Exile che Arch Heretick, Ar- 
7144, to gratify his Sifter Cezffazt:a 5 and banifhe 
St Athanafius to ryers, to che great prejudice of 
Cnriflianity But nevertheleís Zofrnus cannot 
be excufed , who as much asin him lay, made 
an ill interpretation of all the aè ions of this 
Prince: who made himfíelf a Chriftian, if you 
believe him, only becaufe he was reid, that 
Paganifm had no faculty co wafh away fo many 
crimes ashe had committed; and therefore he 
refolved by the advice of a certain eg yptians to 
imbrace the Chriftian Religion, which promifed 
an abfolucion of all forts of offences. Fut this 
affumption is as 1f Zofmnus bad penetrated irto 
the invzrd thoughts bf Coaffantine, and ail thofe 
graces with which his Soul might be filied, by 
| K £C 
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the liberality of Heaven. Moreover, when hé 
{peaks of che differences he had with his Brother. 
in Law Lucius, he laies all the blame on him, 
as one that never kept hisword And ħe is noc 
content to fay, that Conffantin caufed him to be 
flrangled in Thefalonica , viol ting thereby his 
faith given toche Wife of chis unhappy perfon ; 
but it was his ufual Stile, ro.cake hold of all ot- 
cafions to bl^ft his reputation co the world. 

And yet it is noc. on the Subject of Con»fZantim 
alone, that his paffion is feen againit Chriltia- 
nity Fe atcribures the fall of che Roman Em- 
pire, tothe coacempt of che Ancient Pagan Res 
ligion , and principally co their negleéctiug in 
Diocletians rime, the celebration of the fec#/ar 
Plays. And tothe misfortunes which happened 

Libs. to Gratias, he affigns no other caute, than his 
refufal asa Chriftian, tobe the Pontifex Maxis 
mus of the Gentils, for which even Conftantiz, 
faies he, had no averfion. hen Theodofius ex- 
horted the Roman Senate, go quit the worfhip of 

L:54., Idols, declaring, that he would no more go to 
the charge of Sicrifices ; be puc chis an(wer into 
the mouths: of all the Senators, that there was no 
reafon to oblige them: tó abandon a Religion, 
wherein they had profpered, during Twelve Hun- 
dred years, to follow at unreafonable faith, to 
which it was intended they fhould be compelled 

Lih. The injurious defcription of the Monackal Or- 
der , which he faid, did appropriate to jes felf 
all the wealth of the Nation , under a prerexe 

of 


DORMUS. 


of making the poor partake of it , is no fmall 
proof of nis ^nimofity. rie called that Olym- 
pins, an Hypocrite, and wicked man, who was 
the caufe ot tbe ruine of Sti/:co, as well co make 
him alwaies pafs for innocent, as becaufe the 
other was a Cariftian of great efteem, as may 
be feen by Two Letters, which Saint Auguftin 
writ tco him. Jn fine, no perfon, 1n my opini- 
on, ought to beli-ve him ; when he coes not 
only reprefent St Job» bryfofome, as a Seducer 
of the eople 5 buc :fħrms thac Pope /uxocent 
che Firtt, whom he D2'11€S, «70^&0$ éwigxoroy ure 
bis Epifcopum, permitted Pagan dac.ifices to be 
made , for the fafery of Rome, whillt Alaricus 
befiecéd it. | 
Zofimus his averfion to Chri iens will be 
lefs wondered at, when one confide:s what de- 
ference he had, to all che Supe:ftitions of Icolas 
cry, which made him tcl! many tales, thar I 
fhould thiuk ur worchy of idiitory, if I had not 
already obferved, thee rhe like are found even in 
thofe, who havewric wich the ereareft reputiati- 
on. in the fi: (i Book, after the taking of Zenobia 
by Aurelian, he recites the Oracles, and fhews 
the P o?igies, which did forerun the ruine , of 
the Fa/m,remiezs her Subie&s. And in a Ea- 
mine towards the Abize, he makes corn enough 
tofl from Heaven to make bread, ana by thar 
means render the Legions of the Emperor Pro- 
bus victorious. The Fable of chat Valeus, who 
was warned by a voice , to Sacriace to Ceres, 
2 and 
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and Proferpina, is feen in his Second Book: And 
in the Fourth he alledges, chat the Sacrifices of- 
fered to Achilles by one Nefforius , defended 
eA thexs, amd all the Athenian Territory frone a 
great Earch-quake, after the death of Valentinian 
In the Fifth, he pretends that he fame City 
was agin raved, by the Apparition of that. Hee 
xo, and of Minerva: who pacified the mind of 
A.ari¢us, which 1 deave to the learnrd Baro. 
2145 to refute. He mentions 7wo Statues, one of 
Jupiter, and the other of that Daughter of his, to 
be miracvloufly preferved from a fire, happen- 
ing in Arcadius his Reign, in (osflastizople : arid 
ail che misforrunes which overwhelmed the Houfe 


of Siilico, to proceed from the imprecations of 


a Veftal, becaufe his Wife Serera had the teme- 
ricy to adorn her felf, with one of Abea'sattires 
for the head ; and alfo becaufe fhe took her 
Collar, the impiety was punifhe with a Cord, 
wherewith Serena being {traneled, fuffered Death 
in that part which feemed to be mott culpable. 
May it not thea bereafonable ro avouch, that 
infidelity his made Zofmuas write many things, 
either in favour of his Altars whote deftrvdéti- 
on he was unwilling to fee, or againft ours 
which he could nor indure, to theprejyudice of 
his Hittory: and that we might be c«be:efo:e 
induced ro .deípife ic , if it did not corrain 
fome cuitous matters , which are not learned 
elfewhere. And it 1s certain thar laying afide 
the excefs of fharpnéfs and Animofiy s — 


Z.hmus. 


he fhowed againft che fi R Chriftian Emperors, 
1t is injuftice. co ck ic ill, that he noted their 
dcfeSts , when he omitted noc , as hath been 
faid, to praife their virtues, as may be feen, in 
whit he exprefed, both of Theodofizs, and Con- 
fiantine Was he not obliged in duty, to reproach 
rhe Children of the lat, wich their ftrange 
cruelcies, in fpilling the blood of their neareft 
Relations ? And can we think ic flrange, that 
he fhould exhibit the fucceffours of the Firft in 
their lively colours? Areadius, to make the fame 
Allution , which Z£ezzc/avises ufed, was a true 
eA nimal of eAreadia. kis brother Honorius 
was no better : and both miferably potieft by 
Women, and Eunuchs, who abufe their Aurho- 
rity, and were the caufeof fo many cilgraces in 
the “onin F* mpire, chat irs ruin his nor a more 
certain Epoche, thi» che time of their dominion 
Zofimaus had then been faulcry, 1f he hid not in- 
{tructed us in all this, and they are much to 
blame, who bear him an ill will for having done 
it. 

His Stile is reconmendable, in rhe judgment 
of Photius , for its purity, and thr agreeable 
fweernefs , which  ocdinarily accompanies shat 
which is writ intellig/bly His féntences are fbo:t, 
and his phrafe concife, as they ought to have 
been, fince he broughtinro a narrower co npaís, 
what others had more diffufedly expofed before 
him cis aléo for this reafon , thar Phetius ob- 
ierves his tanguage to have rarely had any figures, 

K 3 which 
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which are not proper to the manner of writing 
chat he ufed. He likewife refrained from rations, 
and all chofe Ornaments which only become t.rgh 
Eloquence: and we cannot but ac inowledg, chat 
he is no way comparable co th/fe firft Hiftori- 
ans which we have already exanuned, 
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ROCOPTJ#S was aperfon of great fame 

P in the Reiznof Fu/timian the Emperor, he 
was Secretary to Ze/;ifariss , all the time 

when that. renowned < eneral was impioied in the 
Wars of Perfia, Affrick,, and Italy; and defciib- 
ed the a&ions of many of them He was borh 
an Oratour and a Rheroiician, and no mean Hi- 
florian. His Hiftory contams fight ooks, Two 
of the Perfan War , epitomized by Photis in 
the Sixty Third Chapter of his Bibliotheca: Two, 
of the Wars of the Vandals: and Four, of chat of 
the Goths: O£all which there is a kind of Com- 
pendium, inthe Preface of Agathias, who began 
his Hiftory , where Procopius left Buc betides 
thefe Eight Books , S#idas mentions a Ninth, 
whic!: comprehends marters not before publifh. 
sd, and he callsit his &ysx4»zu Or 1»cdita, which 
F 


136 


Procopius. 


1S an invective againít Juftixian and his Wife 
Theodora: and thofe inedita were by Voffius thought 
to be lolt; though there have been of late fome 
Editions of them, as will hereafter appear. 

He is faid, to have ufed in nis Hit!ory, both 
oblique and dire& Orations, and all fuch as he 
believed, might make him approach rhe method 
and manner of the Ancients; yet he, as well as 
Zofimus , came far {hort of them. ‘hat which 
induces me to put him inthe Kank of the pre- 
cedent, is, that I conceive , he may pafs,. with 
Agathias ^ ho follows next, for the Two laft Pa- 
ean Hiftorians that have writ in Greek, of whom 
in our time there remat anything coníidera- 
ble. iknow chacmany take him for a Chriftian 
Author: and that in fome paflages of his works, 
efpecially in the !reaüíe he made of the Edt. 
fices of Fuftinian, he {peaks like the Chriftians 
of histime. But thereare other paffages in his 
writings, fo contrary tothat doctrine ; and the 
Opinio, ofthofe that believe he is an Ethnick , is 
founded upon fuch {tiong confiderations, thart I 
cannot but geild to it. For not infifting upon 


his feemine in many places, to efteem Fortune 


a great Goddefs: and not minding the ftrange 
Animoiity which he fhewed againft Juffinian , 
erounded paitly upon the inrereft of Religion: 
that pl «e alone in his Fir Book of the Wars of 
the Goths, where he fpeaks of the Ambafladors 
which the Fmperor fent to the Bifhop of Pome, 
£o reconcile the different opinions o£ Chuftian , 

ig 
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is fufficient to undeceive thofe who confidered 
him as a Chriftian Hiftorian. JI will not trouble 
sy (elf, [aieshe torelare the Subje& of fuch con- 
troverfies, ( altheugh it is not unknown to me) be- 
caufe 4 bold it a meer folly to covet to comprehend 
the ‘Divine Nature, and underfiand what God is. 
Human wit kows not the things here below, how 
then can it be fatisfied tn the jearch after Divinity ? 
I let alone therefore fuch vain matter, and which 
the credulity of man only caufes to be reftected; 
Contenting my [elf with acknowledging , that there 
is one God full of bounty , who governs us , and 
whofe. power ftretcbes aver.thiswhvle Unverfe. Let 
every one therefore. belte hat he thinks fit, whe- 
ther be be a Prieft and tyed to Divine Wor(hip, or 
a man of a private and fecular condition. How 
could he more plainly deride allour Theology, 
and. che zeal of the. Fathers of the Church , 
who were then bufed in fuppreffing the Herefie 
of the Avrians, in what relates to. the Second 
perfon of the Trinity ? His difcourfe exprefies 
him to be a perfe& Dei/?, who thought, as many 
other Poilofoyhers have done ( and amoneft the 
reít that Meiifus in Hefychius) thie one could 
derermin nothing of God bur raf(hly, and chat 
it wasimpoffible to have any knowledg of him 
How can it be imagined, that fuch a man wasa 
¢~hriftian, who founded his whole belief of Hea- 
venly marters upon fuch erroniovs maxims? If 
we add tothis, the marks of Pagan Superftition 
which appear in allhis books, we fhall be — 

avie 
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able to diftinguifh him from the moft profane 
of the Gezr;i/s, The Tale he tells in the rR 
book of the Perfan War, o:the Aitifice fed by 
fome or the Magi, vo make Ong efríates on- 
fefs the truth, is of this ftrain, They covered 
one half of a borded Floor wich Perfian Earth, 
and the other with Armenian, and both of them 
conjured in fuch a (ort , that when eA rfJaces 
was upon the laft half which was that covered 
with his country Earth, he confeffed all that he 
had denied upon the other In the following 
Book, he relates that {ome military En(igns turne 

of chemfelves, from the Weftro the Eaft, pre- 
faving thereby the fity wherein the Inba- 
bitants of Antioch fell. He makes King Geszerich, 
in the firít Book of the War of the Vandals, to 
underftand by the flight of an Eagle upon the 
head of Martranss , chat he fhould be one day Em- 
peror. And be reports, that Attila ready to quit 
the Siege of Aguileia, ft:ied bis enterprife upon 
feeing a Stork carry its young ones out of the Ci- 
ty. And inthe fame Book he relates one of bis 
dreams, which was the moft vain that fleep could 
form; and yettoteftify how much he relyed on 
it, he confeffes chat nothing but chat made him 
refolve on his Sea Voyage with Be/ifarius. Nor 
are his Writings concerning the War with the 
Goths, lefs exempt from fuch like fuperftition 

wherein he makes a Jew foretel, by Thirty Hogs 
the ruin of the Goths in Jtaly : and Cowffantin 


bury in che chief Market-place of the Cir hi 
| °- (whic 





Procopius. 
( which bears his name ) thac renowned Palla- 
dium of —Eneas, purpofely cranfported thither 
froni ‘Rome. Which wild relations haye no con- 
formity wich the. purity of Chriftian Religion. 
=- But fince we “have mentioned fonething of 
that ill will Prodypius bore to Justinian , which 
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te. made fovifible in his Axecdora, it is expedi- inedita, 


ent to examin that work a li:cle ; becaufe itis 
the place from whence , thofe who grctend to 
defame this Emperor, have alwuies collected their 
detractions. If we make it., © arent ihat Procopias 


was much to blame, . = “fo ‘defamatory a 
5 o . CAS V. acto. he 

Satyr againft his Sov. — ratify his paffi- 

on; we fhall ac the f render thofe af- 

perfions inconfiderable | ...;. others have caft 


upon his reputation. The word Anecdota imports 
that it was a fecret work, and that che Author 
thereof had no mind ro be known. He is judged 
to have compofed it, in the Two and Thirtieth 
year of the Empire of Fx#ffimtan, and left 1t im- 
perfect, as well becaufe he repented that he was 
fo far cranfporred , as for the fatisfa&cuon he re- 
ceived in his Stipend ( which was then paid 
him) and many other favours which he obtain- 
ed. He had complained in feveral places before 
chat one, chat the Salaries of fuch ferviceable 
men as he were detained: and it wasan infup- 
portable grief unto him, to fee himfelf excluded 
from chote honorable places and imployments a- 
bove Thirty years, to which others were admit- 


fed, whole defert he thought no way equal to 


his, 
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his, Lafily having been Be/ifarius his Secretary, 
during all the Wars of Perfia, Affrick., and Ita- 
Zy (as it was before mentioned ) he was recesved 
into the number of the Senators : attained unco 
the Q_alicy of Illuttrious , which was given 
to few men : and to compleat his dignity che 
Emperor made him Prefett of new Rome, where 
al offi_es were inferiour to his. In the mean 
time his book of Anecdota remained ; Suidas 
makes mention of ir, and they who for divers 


con.ideritions have been animated aganft the 


memory of F s/tinian, made ufe of it and alledg- 


ed the matters indz prejudice: it was not 
long fince printee xpofitions and Com- 
ments (as bad as the they explain ) others 


beüdes my felf hive already indeavoured to con- 
fure the abfurdities of it 5. but it fhall fufhice 
to fho-v fummorily, chat all which Procopius has. 
writ of Hiftory will prove ridiculous, 1f never 
fo little credit be given to the Calumnies of this: 
piece. 
He protefts in che beginning of the Firft Rook 
of the Peran War, that he cannot be reafonably 
reproached of -wricing any thing for favour, or 
to oblige the undefervings nor of refraining to 
fpeak ihe truth to fpare a friend: and acknow- 
ledges in the fame place, that as Eloquence is 
the obje&t of Rhertori-k, and Fable that of Poc- 
try s the knowledg of truth is the only end of 
Hiftory. After chis declaration what can be faid 
in his excufe, for having reprefented 7fhisia 
ik? 
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in his Hiflory*, as a mighty and moft virtuous 
Prince, and inthis P ibel rendred him the moh 
infamous and vicious of men? The fear of of- 
fending the Soveraign Povers which is tbere- 
upon alledged , cannot qualify fuch a thameful 
diverfiry , nor reco:zcile fo manifeft a contradi- 
ction. And P»roctpiszs is at the fame time con- 
sanced of having trefpaffed, againfi che two molt 
important Laws of Hiflory, whereof on. fo.bids 
the writing of lies, and the other, concealing of 
acruth which ought to be difcovered. But for 
abetcer underílanding of this matter ic may noc 

be impertinent to proceed to fome particulars. 
lt is certain that Pr wins ever made very 
honourable mention of inian, and his Wife 
Theodora in his Hitlory; although he did it not 
fo often as be might. In the S.cond Book of the 
War againít the Perf/ass, he extols the Emperor 
for providence joined with fingular Piety, onthe 
Subject of that great Pcftilence which  paffed 
from egypt to Corflantinople, where he ufed all 
poflible means to allay ic And in bis Six Narra- 
tions of the Edifices of the fame Fuftinian, he in- 
eeffantly celebrates lis grearneis of Courage, his 
devotion, liberality, clemency, and magnificence 
That Monatiery of Penitent Women, whom the 
Emprefs 7£4eodora withdrew from vice, gives him 
Occafion to commend her zeal and charity jointe 
ly with her Husbands, although he recounts the 
action other-vife in his Axecdota. Put he nosre- 
membred this Lady in many places of bis b'i- 
ory 
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Rib. x. de Rory. with great ticles of honour. When a coun- 
Bello Pez. cel was held to reft the enterprifes of Hipatins 


Pag. 37. 


(whohad caufed himfelf tobe p:oclauimed Em- 
peror in Coz/fantinople ) he makes her argue fo 
eenerouily that, as he affirms, nothing infufed 
fo much courage into the v'hole imperial coun- 
cel, as her Hercical refolutioó. And when he de- 
fcribes the ill conditions of that Fohannes of 
Cappadocia who was turned out of his ofhce ot 
Prefect of the Pretorate, hefaies, he was fo in- 
difcreet and rath , as to flinder the Emprefs 
Theodora evenin che prefence of Fuftinian, whom 
he there Stiles a very difcreet Lady. And though 
he did not praife her in other places of his Hi- 
Rory, he never blamed her. ìn the end of the 
Second Book of the Pérfian War, he mentions 
her death, but does not fpeakill of her. And in 
the Third treating of the War of the ge bs, he 
again remembers her deceafe, which happened 
atthe fame time chat Belsfarius {ent his Wife 
Antonina to Court , to forward his affairs chere 
by che favour of the Emprefs, which he relates 
without ufing che leat investive againf{t her. 

Buc let us now fec the reverfe of the Medal, 
and wich how many. different colours he draws 
the Pi&ure of Faffininn and Theodora, in chat 
extravagant Satyr which we complain of. 

To render this Prince the more odious, he 
will have him refemble Domztian in his outwatd 
form , whofe memory was fo much abborred , 


that by a Decree of the Senate of Rozas, his Sta- 
tics 
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eues wear beat down through the whole Empire, 
and his name razed our ofthe publick infcripti- 
ons. But though he is conftrained in the compa- 
rifon he makes 6f thefe Two Monarchs, to cone 
fefs chat. Fuffintan was noc ill-favoured, yer he 
likens him inone place to an Afs, not only for 
his dulnefs and fo tifhnefs, but alfoin refpe& of 
‘is wagging Ears, which made him be called in 
a full Theatre *y«udxeé that is to fay Mafier Afs, 
by thofe of the Prafine Fatlion whereto he was an 
Enemy; according to the obfervation of Nico- 
lans sAlerwannus, who lately caufed thefe Anecdoe 
ta to be printed with Hiftorical Notes of the 
fame kind. Moreover he makes him a Prince, thar 
condemned upon the firft, and very light infor- 
mation without hearing ; and would coldly and 
wichout any remoríe, o:der «he razing of places, 
the facking of C/zies, and the defolation of Pro- 
Vinces. The love of Women, he faies, tranf. 
ported him beyond all bounds ; and he was an 
irreconcilable Enemy. He alfo accufes him to 
make a fhow of being a Chriiden, but chat in 
his heart he etteemed the Heathen Deities His 


prodig.ulity ( he writes ) efpecially in building , 


forced him to ufe Rrange exaétions, fo that be- 
fides the extraordinary Toils, he drew from the 
Prefe& of his Tribunal of Juttice,'a tribute, which 
he himfelf called in a fcoffing- mapner a» Airy 
Lap, becaufe ir had no other foundation than 
his coverous and Tyrannical humour His light 
mind was fufcepcible of all impreflions except 

humanity 
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humanity He neve: kept his word, but whem 
it was to his advantage: and was fo tranfported 
wich flattery, that nothing made him affect Tri 
bonianvws fo much, as hearing of him once fay, 
that he feared his extream piery would make 
Heaven fteal him from the E:reh on a fudden, 
and when it was leaft thought o: Latily, it feem- 
ed, if this Charaéter of him was true, that Ne 
ture had took pleafure to inftil into the Soul of 
this Monarch, all the defeéts which are. capable 
to defame the reftof Mankind. And the more 
eafily tobetray thofe chéy had a mind to ruin, 
his Emprefs and he laid this Snare, they feigned 
to be alwaies at difcord, fo thart the one to com- 
pafs their defign , fided with thofe of the £/e$ 
Livery, the other openly favoured the contrary 
party namely the Green , which were the Two 
factions of chat rime. They were both of chem fo 
impious faies this Detraétor,that many perions to 
infünuate themíelves into their efteem , feemed 
to be wicked and have all their inclinations bent 
to vice. And amaneft choíe who knew them fo 
well as Procopius they paffed for no other than 
Devils Yncirnate, and tru? Faries invefted with 
humanity , more conveniently to infet human 
kind, incenfe Nations one againft the other, and 
turn all che world upfide down. Etis certain, as 
he pretends, that the Mother of Faftinian often 
confeffed, that he was not begotten by her Huf- 
band Sabbatins., but an /xecubus who lay with 
her. And as for Theodora, they who ioved her 

while 
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ris 


whife fhe was a Comedian, reported that De. Lib. $8. 


mons Ot Notturnal Spirits orten forced chem from 
her, to take their places in her bed. That pare 
otf the book which tor fhame was cut off, from 
the One and Fortiectn, and .wo and Fortietb Pa- 
ces of the printed Anecdota , was {fent to me 
from Rome, wherein Procop us ienders this Wo- 
in Author of actions fo flrangely incontinent, 
thac I chink no body has reaíon to ervy the 
Vatican Library the Original entire, and that fuch 
abominations. were never heard off. But let this 
that has been writ, fufhice for a brief defcriptri- 
on of Justinian and Theodora, acco.: ing to the 
lineaments wherein Procopius has reprcfcnted 


them, in that infamous work which diícredits. 


all che reft wehave of his. I{fball not inlarge 
on what Nicephorus Bartholus, Jobannes Faber, 
Gezradiii, and feveral others have written of 
Fuftinian, who report that he was ranked among{t 
the saints, afening even the Calends of Auguft for 
his hoty day . Bur though he and his Emprefs 


had been the moft vicious perfons in the World; 


Procopizs ought not to have been fo unlike to 
himfelf, and fo unfaitbful to truth, as to fpeak 
of them fo as. he did, overthros 1ng the Faith of 
his Hiftory in his book of -4xtidora ; and that o£ 
Anecdota, in his-Treatife of the Edifices of Jafir- 
nian, whichis the laitof his works. Bet withe 
out undertaking to refute fo many caluriàniegt 
what appearance is there to accufe this En;peror 


of cruelty, after he hadgiven the world a proof. 


L of 
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of his clemency, by his gentle ufage nor only of 
the Vandal Kings, but of Viriges, and Gier, 
thofe very Subjects who had confpired againtt 
his perforrand ; overnment. fohannes de (Appa 
docia his prefect, and tne valiant. Captain Arta- 
banus convicted of perfidiou(nefs , e{caped with 
imprifonment only, and che Laft. in a fhort time 
was rettored ro hisoffices, and the favour of chat 
Prince, from whom he would have taken both life 
and Empire. iknow that he is reproached for 
having been too fevere to BeZfazius. Yet we read 
nothing orit in Procopims, whoin all likelihood 
would not have concealed it. Agathias Writes 
plainly thət thofe who envied this great € aptain, 
were the caute that his fervices were not Wor- 
thily rewarded, without fpeaking one word ei- 
ther of the condemnation, or confifcation of his 
goods. Gregory of Tours alledges, that Fufiiman 
was nece!'hrated to fubftitute in his place che 
Eanach Narfesin «taly, becaufe he was too often 
defeated there by the French, adding that to 
humble him, the Emperor reduced him to his 
firft place of Corfa le, hich could not be fo 
confiderable at Coxftantinople, aa 1t was not long 
fince in France. ome, but petty writers of no 
Authority, offirm that being reduced to extream 
mifery, he was forced to beg ; but that muft 
be accounted as a Fable : and on che contrary we 
may obíerve in his perfon the bounty of his 
Prince, who having heaped riches and Monours 
on him, never treated him worfe, although endeae. 

yours 
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vours were thrice ufed to render him fufpeéted 
of defigning to be matter of the State. It is ab- 
fo ftrange that he upbraids jaffisa4» with. his 
buildings ;, who writ a book purpofely in their 
commendation , and who defcribing the lofty 
flructure of fo many Churches , Hojyitals , and 
Monafteries, did no lefs admire the Piety, than 
tne magnificence of their Founder, — Evagr!zs at- 
tributes unto him the reparation or re-ettablifh- 
ment of a Hundred and Fifty Cities; Buc I fee 
no reafon for this to be im uted to his difadvan- 
tage. Nor has thë love of Women, for which 
his reputation is blemifhed, any better foündarion., 
For though he may be blamed, for having in. 
gaged himfelf fo far inthe affeSion of 7 heodo- 
f), as to extort from his Predecefior Fuffiz, new 
laws in favour of étreffes, that fhe might be 
qualified to marry him ; we cannot therefore 
accufe him, like Procopiws, for having abandoned 
his thoughts co Women, without fpecifying any 
particulars, when neither his own fiflory, or any 
other mentions chofe Ladies to whom he was 
fo paffionatel y addicted ; and who dotibrlefs would 
have. prevailed on his weaknefs, 1£ he had been 
íð fond on that fide; as the Axsecdota woujd 
make it be believed. I could not forbear to 
manifeít in fome forc, the abfurdiry of tbefe Two 
or Three heads of aceufation , by which one 
may judge of the rei, though they were not con- 
fured either by themfelves, or b what we had 
ebférved before we propofed chem, | 

Ez Y muft 
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I muf nevertheleéfs , add this only word on 


the Subje& of the Stupidity of Fuftinian , chat 
though he had wagging Ears as the Satyr anplies 
‘to him; he was never fo blockifh as he reprefents 


him. . . 
The truth is, a fault ^ hich was committed a 
a Hundred and Fifty years ago, by one (Cbaleon- 


dylias chat then printed Suidas by a corrupt Copy; 


where the name of FuStinian paffed for that of 


Fuftin, with the Surname of duanagan- an ;[- 
literate man, which even Procopius attributes one 


ly tothe lalt, who could not fo much as write 
his name; has made worthy men miftake:. a= 
moneft which eA lciatus and Budeus, when up- 
on this falfe Authority , which all the Vatican 
cCALass[cripts contradict , they ranked jJuflinian 
wich che moftignorant Princes that ever were. 
I was curious to fee in the King of France his 
Library, Three other Mannfcripts of Suidas which 
are there, to affure me of the miftake which 
happened in that impreffion: Two of the beft 
account were very correct, and afcribe this igno« 
rance to Fuffin dione ( who was known to be a 
mean keeper of Oxen, before he bore Arms by 
which he attained tothe | mpire ) but the Third 
was falíé, and n that Fustinian was called Fuftin, 
which fhews that che. Impreflion before men- 
tioned probably followed a Copy, as errontous 
as the printed Book. Inthe mean time 1t is: now 
torious, that Fuffinian had made agreg progrefs 
in learning, under his Tutor the Abbot Tbeophi- 

lite 
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lase Many Books are afcribed unto hirm by fido- 
rus and others. Gaffiodorus his letters {tile him moft 
learned. And this obfervation has been alfo made, 
that many crowned Heads at che fame time made 
profeffion of Philofophy, Chofroesin Perfia, the 
unfortunate Theodahatus in Italy, and our Fafti- 
nian at Cozflautinopfe ; which plainly difcovers the 
Qinjury that is done him, by chofe tearms of ffupid 

and iguorant. | 
. Though Procopius is to blame for having yeild- 
ed fo much, to his particular refentments againft 
Fuftinian, the reading of his Hiftory 1s of great 
moment, becaufe we can learn from no other, 
what be delivers as an Eye-witnefs, of the Wars 
of this Emperor in Perfa, of the Vazdals in 
Affrick, and of the Goths in Ztaly. It was that 
which made Leonard Aretin commie the crime 
of a Plagiary ( for we have no other tearm to 
fionifie that fore of thefc ) when he had a mind 
to publifh their Hiftory in! atin. Vor being not 
able to learn ‘almoft any ching of them elfe- 
where, he refolved to Tranfl§te the Three books 
of Procopius into the Roman Lafiguage $ dividing 
them into Four by making Two of the lait, and 
refcinding in fome places ş what he judged leis 
important to his Country, and adding fomething 
in others ; as the burning ofthe Capitol by To- 
tilas, by whom as Procopius affirms, fo much of 
fR ore was not confumed by fire, as Aretin reports. 
fn che nraan time he is contented to fay in his 
Pretace, that he ufed fome Forreiga Commen- 
de 3 caries, 
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taries, or Greek relations, not naming the per- 
fon of whom he is meerly a bad tranflater, by 
an affeéted forgerfulnefs which: cannot be to» 
much cenáemned. We have already in our 
foregoing s3e&ions, exclaimed upon tbofe who 
counteifeic Authors, afcribing _— to perfons 
that never thought upon making of them. And 
certainly it isa great point of infidelity thus t5 
deceive as much agone can even all mankind z 
Bu: as this vice is very great, I find that of a 
Plagiary which is the contrary, and takes away 
inflead of giving, to be much rhe more fhamee 
ful: becaufe there is nothing more vile or infa- 
mous thanto fteal, and they who apply to them- 
felves other mens labours, confefs their own in- 
ability to p:oduce fomething of value. But to re- 
turn to Precepius, he was acquainted under Bel;- 
farius, wich almoft all che fecrers of Stare of chat 
Age, which. renders his Hiftery of great weight. 
But che exceffive zeal which he has for this Ge. 
neral, makes Bodin amoneft others, accufe him 
of roo much partiaíity towards him. Thus Egi- 
zard is reproveód for having alwates flattered 
C bar lemas ne ; Eufebtus, Constantine ; Panlus jovi- 
$45, Cofmo di Medici z Sandoual Charles che Fifth ; 
and feveral others, the Princes whom they affe&- 
ed cooblige at cbe expence of truth. It is certain 
that Procopius never fpe-ks, but to the advantage 
of Belifarius, he illuftrates all his actions, and 
rather chufes to fupprefs a part of the fucceffes 
which he recites, than to write any thing which 

mighs 
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might any waies blemifh the reputation of hi$ 
Hero. líhal produce one tingle inftance ; and 
fuch a one thar I think is nor to be matched in 
any other Hiflerian , che place isin, his Second 
Book of the W^r of the Vandals, where, after 
the Oration of Belifarius to his Souldiers, and 
Two others of is Adverfary Stozass “Procopins 
writes thatthe Troops of the former revolting, 
forced their Chiefs to retire into a Temple 
where they were all killed.” He was obliged in 
reafon to fignifie thereupon what became of Be- 
lifarius , who one would think was maffacred 
wich the ret, But becaufeic was an unhappy 
event, without telling how he came off ; Proco- 
pi^: adds only, that Jøftinian upon this ill news 
difpatched away his Nephew Germanus, who came 
and took poffeffion ofthe command of the Ar- 
mies in 4ffrick; and. not faying the leat word 
of Belifarius, he makes his narration fo lame 
that the Reader knows not where he is. The 
Latin Text isa little defective here , having not 
all which is read in the Greek, yer this fault we 

{peak of appears alfo in that vegfion. _ 
This puts me in mind of another place , in 
the Second Book alfo of che War of the Goths, 
where upon a meer Letter of Belifarins ro 1 heode- 
bert King of France; he suits the puriutc of his 
vi&ories in Jraly, and returns haftily into his 
‘Country. He acknowledged his faulc, faies he, 
and his remerity, as foon as he bed read the Let- 
ter of Belifarins , returning with all fpeed to 
France 3 
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France: as if this powerful Monarch ‘came thi- 
ther likeea raw Schollar , without having welt 
confidered what he aid; and the Rherorick of 
Behfarius had obliged him and ali his. Courcel, 
to abfent themíelves for want of a reply. Cer- 
tainly there is a great. defect of judgment in this 
paffage, and Avetin had reafon £o fupply fome- 
thing ofhis own in this place, faying that hune 
cer and want of victuals made the Victorious 
French return into their Countries; He might 
have added fickneís , according to the relation. 
of Gregory of Tours who fpeaks of this retreat. I 
find moreover, that our Hiffarian mokes 7 beode- 
bert Author of an a&ion, which does not agree 
with what he had fid a little befoe of him, 
namely that the French were the men of the 
world, who violated their Faith che mott ; when 
the letter of Belifarius, which upbraids that 
Prince wich nothing elfe but not obferving Frea- 
ties,. had neverthele(s fuch power over him. An 
Author of move judgment would not have faid 
fo, nor hive rifhly effended a whole Nation, 
with the like AningoSty wherewith the Romans 
declsim againit che Greek and Punick Faith, at the 
fame time when they chemfelves were the moft 
unfai hful, shat ever hid been, to all Nations of 
the World. I mutt, before I leave that place 
where Procopias £pokeé fo ill of the Frevch, do 
the Notion reafon, by remarking wich. bow much 
milice and cbfurcicy, he makes them inthe fame 
place, become Mafters of the Camp of the "— 
in 
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and of that of the Grecians Romanized, as it 
were by afurprize, although they excceaed the 
number of a Hundred lhoufand : as if their 
Army defcended from Heaven upon the heart 
of /raly, like Grafboppers , which a boyfterous 
lempeft of wind traníports fometimes, from 
one Region to aworher. But finee we reprove 
aim of having been too partial , let vs ftop 
here the courfe of the zeal, which we have for 
our eA nceftours, thac it may not be judged ex- 
ceffive. 

To conclude, I chink that Procopius deferves 
to be read attentively , efpecially in confides 
ration of the things which he alone treats of 
with an exaét knowledge. And that: befides 
a great diicretion is to be ufed in reading of 
him, to difcern the good things ftom the bad, 
and the defects , whereof we have produced 
Examples, from what he bas writ more judi- 
cioully. He was of («farea in Palaffine , from 
whence he came to Conffantinople , in the time 
of the Emperour Anastafiu , whofe efteem he 
obtained , as well as chat of Juffin the Firtt, 
and JFuftinian Suidas after he hod given him 
the Surname of MH lpftrious , calls him Rbhetrori- 
cian and Sopbiffer, as truly he feems to beve 
been too much for an tiftorion. He is dif- 


fufed , but with a Cooiovíneís more «A fratick, 


than Athenian, which has often in it more fu- 
perfluicry chan true Crnimenr Photius only in- 


ferced in his Library, as was before mentioned, 


an 
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an abílract of the Two Books of the War againft 
the Perfrans, although ne maae iome mention 
of the reft. He diftinguifhes him elfewhere , 
from another Procopius surnamed Gazeus wha 
lived in the fame time of Fuffinian, and who 
alfo was a Rhetorician by Profefhon. If I durft 
follow the judgment of one;of the men of 
this Age , who has the greateít 1nüght inte 
the G:eek Tongue ; I fhoul:t willingly be of his 
mind, that the Book of Anecdota is afuppofed 
work, and falfely 3fcribed co the Hiftorian Pro- 
copius. For that whi h is really his, is writ 
in a Stile much differerc from that of this Sa- 
tyr, and has much more of the Air of Anci- 
ent Greece. But becaufe even they who have 
writ againít the Axecdota, feem to agree, that 
they are his ro whom they are impured , 1 
was obliged to make .the precedent Reflections, 
and to treat Procopiss upon this Foundation , 
more to his difadvantage than I had otherwife 
done. Iris true, that at the famerime I end 
this Section, an Evniílle of Balzhafa: Boniface 
to the Clariffimo Molisi, which 1 read even 
now, hinders me from repenting of what I did. 
It is printed at the end of his judgment up- 
on thofe who wrot the Roman Hittory. And 
becaufe they did nor mention the 24»ecdota in 
the € hapter of Procopius, he takes occafion to 
declare his opinion to that Noble Venetian in che 
faid Letter. We appears to be no lefs concern- 
ed chan I, ac fuch an infolent invective. And 

wonders, 
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wonders, as I did, that Riviss, and they who 
undertook to anfwer it, never thought of con- 
fidering it as a fuppofed piece, although he 
himielf comes to no determinition therein, Dbe- 
ing only content to declare how much he fuf. 
pects it, 
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AGATHIAS 


I JAVE as much reafon to doubt af the 











Religion of Agathias, as I had of that of Pro- 
copias. Vor woen he (peaks, in the begin- 
ning ofLh:s Hittory, of the Frezcb of his time; 
he oraifes them amoneft other things, for being 
all Ch:itttans , and becaufe they entertained ( as 
he adds ) very good thoushts of God. But when 
he gives a reafon in his Third Book, why the 
fortrefs of Onogoris situate in Colchis, was cal- 
led in his time che Fore of St Stephen; he re- 
ports, that this Protomartyr wis {toned to death 
in thot "P/aee, uling the. term pasiv as they fay, 
or aitisfaid ; from whence many draw a {trong 
proof of his infidelity. The moft common opi- 
nion alfo, founded as well on this paffage, as on 
fone others, lifts him in the number of rhe Gez- 
tilts ; although he never railed any more than 
Praco- 


Agathias. 
Procopius, againft Chriflianiry 5 as moft Pagan Hi- 
ftorians did in imiration of Zofimas. The time 
wherein thefe Two lived , not £ vouring Paga- 
nifm, is perh-ps the only.caufe. He himfelf de= 
clares in his Preface, that Marina à City of Afas 
was the place of his Nativicy ; which he difin- 
guifhes from another of 7hrace, bearing the fame 
name. His Father was called € emnonius 5; and 
he profefled the Law, pleading at the Fudseato- 
ries of Smyrna in Quality of an Advocate, as Sai- 
das reports; whence he bad the Surname of Scho- 
laffieus : becaufe the places where the Romas 
Laws wete taught, then went under the name 
of Schools, as they are even at this time in fome 
places called. He confeffes that Poetry was the 
Miftris of his firft affections, which led him to 
write many fmall Poems in Heroick Verfe, that 
he publifhed under the Title of ZDapbzicks. And 
there are certain of his Fpigrams collected by 
divers hands, whereof, I believe, many are feen 
in tbe Greek Anthology under his name. And 
chis renders his Stile to agree:ble and Florid , 
having undertook Hhítory, by rhe advice of Es- 
tychianus the Firft Secretary of State, as approach- 
ing in this refpe&t to, and bordering ( as he 
tearmsic ) upon Poetry. Sigonius and Verderins 
were of another mind concerning his wricing , 
and that very different from this opinion, likit- 
ing him amoneft the loweft and 1mpure(t wri- 
ters Bat they were not oniy miftaken in 4gs- 
thias his Stile; bur have been accufed for ic- 
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Agathias. 
veral other rafh judgments ; fo that I have beer 
confiraincd many times hitherto, to follow fome 
more equitable cenfures th:n theirs. He began 
not to write till after rhe death of -Fufi an; 
in the Reien of J ufiin the Second , as he hime 
felf declares in his Preface, beginning his Hi- 
flory where Procopius left. Arnd I doubt nots 
buc that great Statefm:n Extychiarus, who pnt” 
him upon fo high an Enterprife, and who was 
his intimate friend , furnifhed him with many 
rare pieces and Memorials of confequence, .to 
make him fo fuccefsful as he hasbeen. There 
are Letters and Dirett Orations in all his Books ; 
as that of JVarfes in the Two Firít ; of eres in 
the Third ; of the Deputies of Colchos im rhe 
Fourth; of Belifarius in the Fifth. . And not 
content to penetrate into the Councels, and to 
difcover the principal caufes of events, he fre- 
quently gives his judgment thereupon: and cone 
trary tothe cuftom. of Xenophon and Cefar, who 
never declare what they think of things, he de- 
livers his opinion of matters ; and therein imi- 
tates fome great Authors, who were not of the 
mind of thefe we mention 

Although Agathias highly commends Procep;- 
#s; he does nor refrain from following opinions 
very contrary to hjs, -and even reproves him 
fomctimes, for having given unreafonable conje- 
étures: of which there are many examples ; che 
moft confiderable whereof, 1s thac which he faid 
to the advantage of the Frezeb, in his Fir Book, 
againft 


Agathiase 


Acainft the infamous reproach which Procopius 
had caít upon them, of being the moft unfaith- 
Srl of men. Agathias on che contrary, after he 
had ii*»wn that they were very polite and ci~ 
vil, as they who already made ufe of the Ro- 
man Laws almoft in all things, adds, that they 
were to be efleemec for nothing fo much, asthe 
exaét juftice they obferved without exception , 
thei. Kings themfelves being not exempted from 
it; whereby they lived in an admirable Unions 
Certainly, befides that uftice is a tranfícendent 
virtue, and which comp:ehending all others, can- 
not fuübíift without fidelity ; nothing 1s More con- 
trary to it, than breacn of word or Faith, and 
coní?quemtly Agath:as could not more reafonably 
contradiét <Procopius , nor make better amends 
for the wrong he had done the Fresch Nation. 

It is obfervable, that notwithftanding thefe T wo 
Hiftorians had fuch oppofite thoughts in what 
concerned us, they agreed in what related to the 
ereatnefs and independence of our Kings. Pro- 
copius acknowledges , in the 'hird Book of the 
G othifb War, that They, and thé Roman Empe. 
rors, were the only Monarchs in the World, who 
had the priviledge to fiamp eheir !mages on gold- 
en Coin; fo thac even the King-of Perfia, who 
had fuch glorious Titles , dust not attempt to 
Co che like.. Agathia alfo fpeaking of King 
I beodebert, Taies, that he was fo much offended to 

e, that che Emperor Fuftin-an affumed among 
other lirles, that of Fraxcicus; as if he had 

conquered 
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conquered the Freach, end held fome right of 
fuperio.tty over the»: ; th»t for this confidera- 
tion alone be refo'ved to go end fubpdue / brace, 
lay Sicge to. Conf ant nople, an! overch*ow tie Ro- 
man Empire, hereof that City was chen che 
Capitals | know chat the fame Ag hias calls 
thac delign rath, prefu poime thart 7 beodebert 
would hive venfhed in fo bold, or, to ufe hi$ 
tearm, info furious an Bnrerprife. INeverthelefs 
he confeiies, that this King haa brought ir ro fuch 
a pais; that 1£ he had nor been killed, as he 
was hunting a wild Bull, nothing had retarded 
himin it: and God knows, whither the event 
would have aníwered the conje&tures ot Our Hz- 
florian, But we may fay that thefe are unre- 
proachable tefitmonies, of the abfolute power of 
the French Mona-chy, which never acknowlede- 
ed any Superiour but God ( and according to the 
words of a good Gaule to Alexander) any thing but. 
Heaven to be above irc. 
lo return to the refleStions of Agathias, very 
different from thote of Procopiss, which feem to 
have the torce orargument wholly on their fide, 
we willexamine avery remarkable place of his 
Fourth Book. Where he cannot endure that Pro- 
€0p144, DOE content to fay that e^Zrcadisz left his 
So 7heodofius, and Empire, tothe protection of 
Jfazeerdes King of Perfía ( which no Author wor- 
thy of credit ever writ before him ) fhould more 
over praife che aftion, as if ic were full of pru 
dence: and add, that although dreadin3 Nas- not 
Very 
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very difcreet in other things, yet in this he 
fhewed wifdom, and demeaned himfelf very pru- 
dently This, faites Agathias, is judging of things 
by vkeir fucceís, as the vulgar alwaies do; but 
weighing them with reafon, it will be found, that 
a Soveraign never did any thing more blame. 
worthy, -tchan this Declaration of e4rcadius : for 
he feemed in it to make a Wolfe Gardian of a 
Sheep , trufting his Son and State in the hands of 
their greateít Enemy ; through a confidence which 
though itis fometimes tolerable in private men, 
was not fufferable when the fafety of a young Mo- 
narch lay at, ftake, and the prefervation of a 
Crownby fo much the more envied, as 1t pre- 
cended ro give Laws to all others Methinks, eve- 
ry one ought to yeild to this opinion of Agathias, 
and conclude with him, that inthe event of this 
Tuition, happy as it appeared, there is more rea- 
fon to admire the goodnefs and integrity of the 
King of Perfia, than the wifdom of the Emperor 
Arcadius. 

Amongít many very remarkable things found 
in the Five Books of the History of Agathias, 
particular notice isto be taken, not only of what 
he faies of the following Oriental Monarchies, 
towards che end of che Second,; but chiefly of 
what he adds inthe Fourth, concerning the fuc- 
ceffion of the Kings of Perfia, fince Artaxares 
who reftored the Empire to them, from whofe 
hands the ‘Parthians had raken it, and placed ic 
in theit own. For — his care and induftry 
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to handle this matter well, the authority ofone 
Sergius an Interpreter is of great weight, who had 
from the Asusalists and Library-Reepers of rhe 
Perfian Kings, all chat this HfZoriaa. delive.s une 
tous. Wherefore doubtiefs, he had reafon to cor- 
rect che writings of Procopius, by the Records 
wherewith this Interpreter bad furnifhed him, 
and to prefer them before all other relations ; 
becaufe they thar defcribe the Hiftory of their 
o.n Country, are rather to be believed than 
ftrangers, efpecially 1f cheir,difcourfe be ground- 
ed on fuch Atrhencick Pieces, as were thofe of 
the Publick Archives, which were communicated 


where Aa unto Sergius. Thus we have fini(hed all we pure 


cient Re- 
cords 
were kept 


pofed, on tbe firft part of our Enrerprife, and 
{hall procceed to'the second, which 1s co confi- 


° der the writings of the moft confiderable of the 


Latin Hiftorians, which remain of the Ancients. 
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H E fame reafon which induced me to 
cive Herodotas, che iiri} place amonctt 
the Greek | Hiftoria s, obliges me to 
allow the fame rank, amon: MC the La- 

112, tO Crifpus Sal aft ims, ale hen ch there 

have been fome much more A ncient rhan he. Far 

itis known that Eraras h ad writ Fighteen An- 
hals in Heroick Verfe long before him: and that 

Nez "u$ in the fame Ace defe ribed the fir ff Frerich 

trar, in another fort of Verfe called Saturpias. 

Fabjus Pictor was the ina of the Romans ( 2s 

Voffius cbf rves ) toat compiled a Hiflory in Latun 
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Profe. Poffhumius A binus, Caffius Hemina, and 
C Fannius, who nu Salaft celebrates for true Hifto- 
rians, Writ after him. And Caro with his Qzze;- 
wes Flifforicwe, Sempronius , Valerius Antias and 


 Quadrigarins ( fo often quoted by Aulus Geliius ) 


may be ali fid to have preceded 5S4/4/7 in this 
fort of writing. But fince there remains tous 
nothing of their works, but the grief for che lofs 
ot them ( rhe Hiftories of Fabius, Cato, and Sem- 
promus delivered unto us by Annins of Viterbum, 
being all counterfeit, by an impotture which we | 
have already complained of more than once ) 
is It nor juft ro begin this our Second Enterprife 
with Sa/»fl, f om whom we have Entire pieces 
of Hiftory, and orner Fragments which al| learn- 
ed men refpet? I know that j4/4s (faris as 
Ancient as hz, and thir fome even affirm, that 
Saluff though Elder, died Seven years after rhe 
murder of this Emperor. It cannot be a fault to- 
give precedence in this place, now he is dead, 
to Quae that he could never indure while he 
lived. The name of Commentaries rather chan 
Fi fiory which his works bear, invites me to it} 
And the language of Saluf? (that is taxed with 
the ^ir of Antiquity, and affeStation of the old 
wo-ds of Cato) may be another Motive, in which 
al^ the judgment of Martial ( which all the 
wo. ti ‘Hedges in his favour ) very plainly con- 
cuis t | 
Lite erit, ut perhibent dotlorum corda virorum, 
Crifpas Romana primus in Hiftoria 
Refides 
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Bétides the reproach made him by Afimuas Pol- A. Gell. 1, 
lio, for having too much affedted that old way 1. ^ 15- 
of writing, which Care ufed inhis Origines, the 
qeere contrary vice is imputed to him ( Vrz. ) 
of making too many new words ; Audacious 

Tranflations, as Suetonius calls them; and Phr-fes 
purely Greek; Whereof Qu:ntilian gives this Ex- 
ample, Vulgus amat fieri. Moreover he is accufed 
of having been too concife jn his exoreffions , 
thereby rendering his Stile obfcure and difficult, 
as fhortnefs ordinarily confines upon  obfcurity. 
Wherefore the fame Quintilian inftructs young 
men to read Livy more than Sa/zff ; and charges E — 
them to avoid carefully, that broken and con- 2 “aa 
traéted way of writing, of which Sa/#ft made a 
perfection ; and which is cruly very agreeable 
in him: but we ought not to propoie it to our 
felves for imitation , becaufe it may render us 
infenübly lefs intelligible, which 1s very contr-- 
ry to true Eloquence. We learn alfo from di- 
vers paffages of Aulus Gellius, chat many pe fons r5. c, 1, 
in his time, found fault wich the Education of /. 4. c.15. 
Saluf?; though it appears fuliciently , that he t^^. to, 
himfelf was not difpfeafed with ic: for he calls ^ 7> 
him in one place, Subiiliffimum brevitatis Artis 
ficem, and in another, Peoprietatum in verte veti- 
nentiffimum, Senecalikewife, whofe Stile fitted to 
his Philofophical profeffion, is wonderful (hot 
and interrupted, does not forbear to rail at the 
affectation of one Aruxtius, who in his Briory 
of the Punxick Wars, took great pains to exprefs 
1t 


L. 9. iaft.. 
cap. 3° 


I.. Y 1. ep. 
Iig. 


i63 


[ s.Satur. 


£f. Xe 


T 


pe 


3. OF Be 


Crifpus Saluflius. 


it in the very terms of Salafi. KHecenfures his 
too frequent repetition of the word Ayemare, and 
Of Famas in the plural fignifying Fame, and fomé 
other expreffions which were read in Arus tus. 
lut neverthelefs he writes, chat in the time of 
Saluft, obfcure brevity, and cut periods, which 
left mento guefs atthe fenfe, paffed for an Or- 
nament of language ; Sdalufiio vigente , amputate 
fententia, Cr verba ante expettatum cadentia, È ob- 
[cura brevitas , fuere pro cultu. But dowe noc 
fee that Macrobius many Aves after, under the 
Authority of one of Eszfebins his Entertainments, 
makes Salaf reignin the concife way of writing ; 
that is, he rendered himíel£ fo confiderable inir, 
that no body thereupon could difpute the firit 
rank wich him. 

Decaufe che word brevity is equivocal, and Ma~ 
ny perfons fpeak of Tacitus, and Sa/zf? , as of 
Authors equally brief; it may be convenient to 
declare, of what great confequence it is, not to 
confound their Stile as agreeing, when they are 
very differenr. It cannot be denied thar Tacitus 
rollowed Sa/zffin clofe way of writing, which 
both ufed ; wherein they may be faid fomewhac 
vo refemble one another. And in this all thofe 
aecee thar have confidered rhe Stile of the Anci- 
ents; and even Tacitus himfelf acknowledees ,. 
how much he efleemed that of Sa4/z/?, when he 
called him Rerus Romanarum floreatiffimum Aua. 
Sorem, Which made him imitare him. But it cane 
not be aifirmed thae this Lacomck, expreíhon, 

vhich 
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which is common tothem both, makes them e- 
gual zm the refít,. and can make them pafs for as 
corre& Hiftorians oneas the other: for to fpeak 
prec ly, afuccin& way of writing does nor fo 
much contribute to make an exact brief -iilto-1- 
an; as when the matter whereof he writes a fuchy, 
that nothing can be taken from it , without a 
prejudice to his Subje&t, and the fpoyling of his 
work, Tacitus is admitted to bean Author cor- 
rect, and brief in his Phrafe, by the impothbilt- 
ty there is to cut of the leat word of his com- 
pofition , without neceflarily diminifhing bis 
thoughts, and doing a notable injury ro bis nar- 


ration. But 1c 1s noc fo wich Saluft, who though. 


he ftraightens his Srile, puts many things into 
his Hiftory, which are noc effential toit, and may 
be fevered fromic without diftraéting his defen, 
or wronging the conduét of it, according to the 
Gbfervation "of jus Scaliger, 
We have but parcels of the principal Hiftory 
of Saluf?, the beginning whereof was at the foun- 
dation of Rome : but Two intire pieces o£ 
his remain, (atilines confpiraxcy , and the War 
againft Jugurtha ; from whence may be drawn 
fufficient proofs of what I have faid of him- As 
for the firit, though (mall, it has Twa Prefacea, 
whereof that which preceses, and isa moti ex- 
cellent Declamation againf{t tlleneni, may never- 
thelefs be called a true Saddle for all Horfes ; be- 
caufe, as Quiztilianwcellobíerved, it has nothing 
which relates to his Hiftory, nor any thing which 
: rei.deis 
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renders it more proper for this than any e.-her 
compofirion. Iris followed by a defcription of che 
good and bad conditions of Catalinein "Three or 
Four periods. And from thence he paffesto Mic 
Second Preface, finding himfelf obliged, as he 
faies, by theimmorality of Cata/ine, to defcribe 
thevirtues of the firt Romans, and that which 
made them degenerate in his time. To this end 
he begins no nearer, than at the foundation of 
Rome by the Trojams, when the Fugitive «xeas 
with the ret?, came to difpute, that part of Italy 
where it ts founded , with the Aborigines. We 
afcerwards thews how it vas governed by Kings, 
who were depofed for their pride, and how it 
became great in aíhorr time, by the virtue of the 


Inhabirancs. He infiits upon the Wars they waged 


with the Carthaginians, the flackning of Difcipline 
which happened fince 5 and the civil Diflentions 
of Alaris and òyka 5 which had Itke to have 


made the Republick defolate. All chishe relates 


to come at length to Catilixes tume, the moft ccr- 
rupted ofall; and which feemed to invite that 
bid Citizen to entErprife his confpiracy. Where- 
fore methinks, it cannot be properly faid , that 
ke who takes occafion to write, though very Wells 
fa many things, before he enters upon bis chief 
purpofe, affects brevity. The Preface of tbe Ja- 
gurthine Waris no newer toits Subject. It is an 
lnve&ive again thofe, whom Vice and Riot di- 
verted from imbracine thofe occupations of the 
mind, herewith Nature had fufficiently en- 

dowed 
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dowed them. He pretends noc to be of that num 
per; and therefore judging ic in no wife conve- 
stent, confiderigg the corruption of the Age, to 
in:e:c^s hinsfelf in the Government of the State, 
he declares he will endeavour to be ufeful to it, 
by the imployment he undertakes of writing 
Hiftory ; and will begin with that of the Wars 
which the Romans had againft Fugurtha. But 
we cannot betrer fhow, wich what liberry he in- 
larges upon all he thought, might render his 
work more agreeable, than by the Digreffion of 
thofe Two Brothers named the Phileni, who died 
io glorioufly, for the love of their Country : and 
that upon the prerext alone of Two Deputies of 
the licrle City of Leptes , ficuate between the 
Two Syrtes, who came to ZZerellzs after. the 
taking of Thala; where herkes occafion to fay, 
that he thinks fit co relate a Notable action, which 
happened in the fame Country , of lwo Young 
CAM en of Carthage, who buried themfelves alive 
toincreafe the lerritory of their Nation. And 
thereupon he makes a curious defcription of the 
State differences, and Wars, — hich rhe Cyrezi- 
ans heretofore had with the Carthaginians con- 
cerning their limits, and how they agieed upcs 
a courfe, wherein the Two Fhilext, after an Cx- 
tream diligence, were contented for the good of 
their Country, totake fo eenerous a rcfo'ution. 
lt is certain that the War of Fuguriha might have 
been defcribed as well without this Digreffion 5 
and if Saluff had affected to be concife in his 

stiftory, 
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Hiftory,he would doubtlefs have forborne ict. Which 
induces me toaffirm, that though his Expreffion 
or Phrafe was véry fhort, as was«hat of 1 aczrzz, 
it does nor refirain him from being larg Ike 
Livy, in the body of his Hiftory, who ufes nor 
fuch confined expreffions. And perhaps Servilizes 
Nonianus had no other meaning, when he fpoke 
thefe words mentioned by Ouintilian, Viz. chat 
Salufé and Livy were rather egzal than alike, 


pares eos magis efje quam fimiles, becaufe both of 


them handled their Subjects very diffufedly 

though in different manner. EE 
I íhall be very forryific be thought, that by 
marking this Digre(lion of S4/»/7, 1 feek to con- 
demn ir. It feems tome very agreeable y and I 
am of the opinion, that no fort of Epifodes are to 
be blamed, unlefs when they are unreafonably 
ufed: nor would I be underftood to arraign him 
for whac I have related concerning his Phrafe and 
expreíhon, either as too new, or too old, defiring 
not to be of rhe number of thofe chat cenfure a 
whole work, for a word which difpleafes them. 
Jct is gond ro avord as much as one can, that 
form of fpeech which is out of ufe, or which is 
mot enough ufed: and perhaps Saluft inthe time 
ne writ, Was juflly reproved upon that account; 
confidering che authority of his Accufers. Buc 
we ought not to be too fcrupulous in chat point, 
and I defire thofe that are fo nice, chat they can- 
not fuffer any thing in language, chat araces them 
never fo little, to confider what Dies Chryfo- 
fl omi zu, 
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fomi , one of the moft celebrzted Oratours c£ 
Greece, obferves, when he defcribes the incom- 
earable Eloquence of Homer. He faies that he 
freeiy ufed all Diale&ts, and as a Painter mixes 
his Colours, he agreeably mingled the Dorick, 
Attick , and Lonick DialeGs, He made no diffi- 
culty toimploy a fignificant term, were it never 
fo Ancient, and not commonly approved of; and 
therefore Diez compares him to thofe w ho have 
found a Treafure, and fell old pieces of Gold 
and Silver, whofe worthis efteemed becaufe of 
their intrinfick valew, though they are not cur 
rant coin. And where he found energy and grace, 
though in new and barbarous words, he compoí- 
ed them. faies he, freely inhis veríes; as often 
as there wasoccafion to exprefs, the murmure of 
running Waters, the noife of Winds, or fome 
fuch refemblance. In che mean time ( adds this 
Great Oratour ) whatever liberty omer took, he 
is acknowledged to be the moft eloquent of all 
Poets, and the Prince of thofe of his Profetfion. 
And weought to give rhelikc. judgment of the 
Eloquence of Hiflory, or Oratory, as Dion does 
of that of Homer ; but becaufe I have inhfted 
upon ic largely enough in another Treaufe, 1 {hall 
fay no more of ir here. 

To return to Sa/z/7, it is no wonder that he 
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who lived in the time of Aarian the Emperour; 
from taking the pains to tranílite the Hifiory of 
Saluf—f into Greek, fo gret a reputation it bru 
amongitthofe of his Nation, aswell as tb: Ro- 
mans, as Suidas reports. Buc the judgment of 
Seneca in behalf of our 77:fforiam, is very confi- 
derable, who writes in one of his Declamsations, © 
that Salaft only equalled by Quixztilian, to Thue 
cydides, furpatled himin his concife way of writ- 
ing, and as hetermsit, cozguered him even in his 
own fortification, inthe place where he feemed to 
have the greareft advantege, Cum fit precipua in 
Thucydide virtus brevitas, bac eum Saluitius vi- 
cit, © infuis eum caftiis cecidit, His reafon is, 
becaufe one may take away fomething ftom a fen- 
tence of Thucydides, impairing a linle the Or- 
nament of it, but nor urterly ipoiling ie ; where- 
as to do the like co che expreffons of Saluft, they . 
will be very perceptibly defaced. And Seneca 
complains thereupon of the injuflice of Livy who 
endeavoured onthe contrary to advance Thucydi- 
des above Salust, It was not faid he, for the great 
affection he bore Thxcydides chat he prefers him, 
but becaufe he is nor jealous of him, and there- 
fore he does it to get more eafily the applaufe 
from Saluft, whem he had ranked below che o- 
ther, 

The Emperour Adrian was of another fancy, 
when he preferred one C«ciZizs to Saluft, Cato to 
Cicero, and Exuus to Virgil. But Spartianus, who 
took nogice of the capricious Judgment of this 
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Prince, (hows usthat of Another as advantagious 
toour Hiffortan,as this was prejudicial. He writes - 
char Septimius Severus at the point of death, feel- 7 sen 
ing his felf fubdued by ficknefs, fent'ro his Eld- 
eft Son that Divine Oration Cfo he terms it ) 
which Salust makes C”4icipfa at his death fpeak 
to his Ch:/dren, to exhort them to concord : This 
Oration is in the beginning of the Fugurthine 
War s and by the credit it received from that 
Emperour, it makes its Author be valued above 
that contempt of him which Adrian expofed, 
and none ever imitated. 

There is an Oration that Cicero afcribed to 
Salufé, which is a counterfeit, and ought not to 
be admitted as his, for ic is not an Hiftorical 
work ; and all the learned agree, that how An- 
cient foever ic may be, and nocwichttanding that 
it is quoted by Quixztilian, yet Sa/nff nevei was Lib.4.ink 
the true Author of ir. But there is not .a like cap. x. 
confent amongítche Criticks, in what relates to 
the .75»o Orations, or rather Epis£/es addrefled to 
Cefar, probably about the tim when he made 
War in Spain, and which treat of the order that 
might be eftablifhed in the Government of the. 
Republick. Lewis Carrion cannot be perfwaded 
that they are of Saluft, efpecially coniidering 
thac none of the. Ancients, no ofren quoted paf- 
fages of his writings, ever recited any part of thefe 
Two Epifiles. Tobn Douza on the contrary part 
affirms, thac*their Stile, and the Faith of all 
Manufcripts*eught to oblige us. to hojd, they 
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proceeded from Sa/uf? hisown hands Jc is true 
that nofie can deny that they are very Ancient, 
and were writ in rhe time of the purity of the 
Larin Language. 

Ic 1s of much more importance to obferve, 
that from Sa/nff may be drawn a certain Tefti- 
mony, that all judgments of che manners of men 
by their writings, are not receivable. No one 


ever {poke better fentences than he,in favour of alk 


fort of Virtues, and chiefly of Chalftiry ; nor ufed 
more rigid invectives againít the excefs and ava- 
rice ofhis time. But notwithftanding this, itis 
recorded, that his immorality made him be ex- 
pelled the Sezare by the Cenfors : and that being 
taken in Adultery with £z4z/74the Daughter o£ 
Luerus Scilla , by Milo, he had been fentenced 
to be fhamefully whipped, if he had not by mow 
ny commured for the offence ; which we learn 
from Aulus Gelis, under the Authority of Far- 
ro, Pedianus Servius and others. He is moreover 
accufed to be immoderate in his defire of riches, 


joined with great profufion , which is not only 


objected te him by the Satyr of Lezess an illus 
ftrious Grammarian,. and Freeman of Pompey, bur 
the Oration, which they make Cicero {peak againtt. 
him, mentions that he had confumed his Patri. 
mony, and even in his Fathers rime, their Houfe 
was deprefled becaute of his debts. It is true 
that Cefar reftored him to his dignity of Senatour 
and procured him the Pretorfhip; and having 
fent him into ZVz77dj4, turnifhed him with oce 

cafion 
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cafon to recover his former State and Riches; 
which latt he purfued with fo much Tyranny, 
that(though after he had ranfacked the whole Pro- 
vince, and found a way to be abfolved by Cefar, he 
could not efcape the infamy of his a€tions, which 
was fo much the greater in him, becaufe it was 
confidered how feverely he had in his Hiftory , 
 expofed thofe who were much lefs guilty than he, 
and Metellus amongít others , whofe excefs and 
expences in Sp2;5 he very much arraigned ) He re- 
turned fo rich from Africa, that he immediatly 
purchafed one of the noble!'t dwellings in Rome, 
in the Monat Omirinal, with Spacious Gardens , 
which are ac this day called the Gardens of Salz f? s 
and befides this he had a Country houfe at Tivo- 
di, which Cicero tells him of in the fame Oration. 
His life therefore was very different from his 
Writings ; and his Example alone is fufficient to 
prove, rhat as very good men may write very bad 
Books, fo vicicus men fometimes may compofe 
thofe that are good ; it being not incongruous that 
an Author fhould at the fame time be an excel- 
ent Hiftortan, and a wicked man. 

Amongtt the things obferved in him, and which 
are mott conducing tothe recommendation of hiz 
rhiftory,is his imbarking purpofely to take a precife 
view of the places in Africk , of which he intend- 
ed to make adefcriprion ; becaufe it was requi- 
fite fo to do, for the better underftanding of what 
he wrft. And this was che pra&tice of the beft Hi- 
onans; and Z7Zeffemje's words in P/autas, fhow 

{ufficis 
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fufhiciently, how important and neceffary to an Hi- 
foran, the Romans thouzht Voyages, and the 
henr of places. ihat Servant faàie$ toone of rhe 

" “fanethm?, that they had travelled” ove” the 
nech- ; 


mizco. World «noush, and chat it is time to return home, 
medy fo  unleís chey have a Hittory to write. | 


ealte4d ia —— Grn nos bine donum, 

— f Ke dimus, nift fi hiftoriam [cripturé funaus. 
J€c.iuale of ^ T T E | " 
t€ So perfwaded they were at. Rome, where this 


that aame ‘vas faid, that to bea good Hiftorian, it was expe- 
fè called OlCNt tonave travelled aforehand, which Ithink 
UL it. I have already obferved in the Se&ion of Polybius. 
It 1s moreover affirmed, that Sa/z/? made provifi- 
on of miny books writ in the Punick Tongue, 
which he caufed to be very carefully interpreted to - 
him, to make ufe of them likewife in his Hiftori- 
cal Treatife. But though few are ignorant how 
much the Ancients efteemed this Author, as it is 
before expreffed, I fhall neverthelefs produce the 
Authority of Lipffus, though a Modern Author, to 
join in his commendation, who made no fcruple 
Pref.iz to call him che. Pryce of Hiflorians. He frankly 
Tu. & prefers bim to Cefar, Livy, and the ref of thofe he 
“Ole ible  dibes s92::20Y172 gentium hifforicos ; and praifes Cor- 
Pe! neliss Tacitus for nothing fo much, as having ex- 
cellenrly imicatest Sa/z/7. Turnebus alfo.averred, 
L. 23, ad- thae he found fo much Eloquence in his writings, 
verf.c.21. toatin his opinioa he approached nearer to De- 
J^  gnofthenes chan Cieero. Y have purpofely paffed in fi- 
he 38* lence, what Trogus Portperss objected againft che 
rations of Liver ond Tacits , which he made 


Dire&, 
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Direct, inftead of being Oblique ; becaufe though 
he, and fome others are of thar opinion, yet itis 
yabie& to much debate. . Sa/sf? inferts Lettersin 
his wrerings, without regarding whitnel that of 
Lentulus vo (ataline, or that other of Mithridates 
to 47faces, does interrupt the contexture of his 
arrations But though thefe are little things, 
yet they deferve to be taken notice of in great Au- 
thors, for an example. If Keckerman, and fome 
modern Writers, had been touched with fuch a 
reafonable confideration , they would rot have 
condemned, as they did, all fort of blame or praife 
given by an Hiftorian. The reafon they give for 
their opinion is weak, faying that fuch things are 
more the tufinefs of an Oratour ; and according 
to them, a naked Narration leads a Judicious Rea- 
der enough,to efteem or difapprove the actions rc- 
prefented : for they obferve nor, that an Oratour 
and an Hiftorian have many things in common , 
which makes Cicero fay fome where, that Hiftory 
is the moft important part of Oratory, ops orato- 
rium maxime., And on the other (de the authority 
of Saluf?, joined with that of Thucydides, Livy, 
Agathias, and feveral others ( whofe writings we- 
read with fo much fatisfaction, who were either 
contrary to the perfons they fpeak of, or to the 
things they report ) ought cd render them more 
referved in their cenfures. 
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JULIUS CAESAR 


HE name of Julius Cafar is fo 31luftrious, 

that nochüing can be added to the com- 

E: mendation of bis works, of what nature 

foever they re, after ir is faid that he is the 

Author of them. So that he is not indebted to 

his military actions alone, for the high reputa- 

tion that follovshim 3 fince his learning has con- 

tribuced liccle lej§ ro it chan his Arms; and he 

is not leís clorious by the Crown he received 

from che CA »fes upon their Parnaffas, than his 

Triumphs by Bellona s fide inthe Fields of Mars. 

Which made Quintilian fay , that Cefar {poke 

|. wiit and fought by thefame Spirit, and chat the 

L.xo. infe (ame happy Gezins which favoured all his victo- 

c- 1. codem rios. animared even his Orations and "writings. 
Rui i | 4 ir 

divife quo lt is obfervable, that amongtt the praifes which 

beilavit, the Ancients gaveto the Orators ak that time ; 

though. 
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though taey valued much the fharpnefs of Sul- 
piss, the gravity of Brutus, the diligence of 
Pollio , the judgment of (alvas, and the copi- 
ouínefs of Cicero , they admired above all the 
vigour of Cafars Stile , vim Cafaris: as if the 
fame virtue by which he executed fo many mi- 
licary exploits, had infpired him with that Ar- 
dour and vehemence , by which he was alwaies 
fo eminently diftinguifhed from the reft of that 
Age. But if ic may be fit to enlarge on this 
fubje&t, and draw new parallels of the learning 
and valour of this incomparable Prince ; it will 
not be difficult co fhew, that Exrope, eA fia, and 
Africa, even all the parts of the world then 
known, divided his Conquefts : nor has he lefs 
penetrated into the intellectual Globe, having 
hardly left any Science uncultivated , and noc 


1Sf 


improved to admiration. In hismoft tender age - 


he compofed the Pra:fe of Hercules, and wrot the 
Tragedy of Oedipus, and fome other Poems under 
the iitle Fals, which Auguffus afterwards did 
forbid tobe publifhed. We cznnot afm, what 
the Poem called Zrer was , which Seetost4s men. 
tions. But as for that Epigram which fome afcribe 


to him, and others to Germanicus, made upon 


the young Thracian whi-h fellioto the River Fe- 
brus, as he plaved uron cb. Ice; it is ore of the 
moft delicate picces of all Latin Poety. Great 
was his fame in Oratory, «iris before expref- 
fed: and his Oratio’s for rbe Bithyuiens for che 
Law P lastia, for Decius a samnjte, for Sextiline, 
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and many others ( which are now wanting ) gave 
a certain Teftimony of his excellency therein. At 
the age of Oneand Twenty, he folemnly accufed 
“Dolabella: and being no more then Quelor he 
compofed the funeral Orations of his Aunc Fula, 
and his Wife Cornelia; and his two s4xztcatones 
fhewed what he could do in Satyr; as his Two 
other books of eA zalog y gave him no fmall place 
amoneít che mot efteemed Grammarians He 
wrot fome Treatifes of prefaging by the flight of 
Birds; and others of Augury ; and fome of po- 
thegms or {hort and witcy fentences. But what 
he publifbt of the motion of the Scars, which he 
had learned in egypt, deferves fo much the 
more to be contiderea, becaufe ic Prognofticated 
his own death onthe /des of .A4arch( if the El- 
der Plizy may be credited) nor muft we omit 
the mention of his reformation of the (Calendar, 
which fucceeded that work. I país over the €phz- 
msertdes or Fournals mentioned by Servius, which 
he left, to proceed to his Commentaries, which 
are his Hiftorical writings that we now propofe 
to examine, andthe only work remaining of fo 
many different pieces, whereof.methinks a perfect 
É zcyclopedie raight be made. 

The Title of chefe Commentaries alone makes 
it manifeft that Cefar had nodefign to writea 
compleat Hiftory. They are fo naked, faies C;- 
cero, and ftiipt of all chofe ornaments of Oration, 
which he was very canable to give them ; that 


though they are extreamiy agreeable in the con- 


dition 
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dition they dre, they areto be taken for nothing 
elfe buc Notes preparea by him, for their ufe 
who would compile a hiftory of his time. And 
though materials fo well provided might have 
excitsd fome perfons rafh enough tò attempt 
any thing, 
them; yet all judicious men have ab!iained from 
doing it, and others thar perhaps endeavoured in 
it, have found themfíelves altogether unable, 
and unlikely to gain to chemíelves any Honour, 
by medling with a defign framed by fo great an 
Artificer. His pure and elegant Stile is ordina» 
rly compared to that of Xenophon. And though 
he is brief, nothing that is obfcure can be im- 
puted tohim ; for the places wherein be feens 
any thing difficult are without doubt corrupted. 
Since we know that he was fo far from falling 
into the vice of. obfcurity, that he himfelf gives 
it as an important precept, to avoid like a Rock 
allexpreffions thar are not frequently ufed, and 
thereby lefs proper to explain a tbing neatly and 
clearly. As for the matters whereof he tteats 1n 
his Commentaries , they are his ovn eétions 
which he defcribes, and he recounts few events 
that he hos not feen Neverrhelefs Szetoz:25 mekes 
A nius Pollio accufe him of nor having been exact 
enough , and even to hve rwerved fomer'mes 
from truth, either chrough credulity when he re- 
lyed on falfe reports, ov wittingly for defect of 
memory ; fothat asthe faid Afmrus conjectures, 
if he haa lived, he would have reviewed his 
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Commentaries, and corrected them in feveral 
places. To fay the truth, his report 1s very dif- 
ferent in many things that concern himfelf, from 
what we read of him in other Authors, fuch as 
Dien, and Plutarch who have writ on the fame 
fubje&. An Example of this ( to intiance no 
more ) may be obferved, in what he writes cone 
cerring that publick Treafure , which was pre- 
ferved from the time that Rome was taken by the 
Gaules, not tobe made ufe of but in fome ex- 
tream neceffity. He pretends thar Lentulus who 
hed order to fend it to Pompey, abandoned it by 
his flight, upon the frt Rumour that Cefars 
Troops begin to be makers of Rome, though it 
was a falfe report. But that which is received 
for acertaintruth in this matter, is, that t% e- 
tellus intending as Tribuxe, to hinder («far from 


feizing on the Treafure, was forced to quit the 


City, being terrified by the Menaces of (afar, 
who made the Gates of the place where thar fi- 
new of War and of che State was kept to be 
forced open, wnich proved a wonderful advantage: 
to hisdefiens. This fhews that it is oftentimes 
no leís difficult to an Hiftorian, than any other 
writer, co *e*ft the temptations of humanity, and 
eccsc acsind fferently of che things which concern 
hinila es chole wherein heis no way interef- 
ed Bar inu LE D doubt not, but Cafar faid 
cue thisce ed che Ancient Gaules, which would 


- + re ^ - Wes AU - 9 «= , 
m > p ! É p - ^o. ^q - L^ M Muu9 Ya . 

Ro pe mpractidien, av cher -iflories chem 
| —— e- ee E E^ t P d 1 : i a A aN E Hi : A £008 eS NES x, e U HAT 4 1 tl 2 1 A 

* , r F - 

3 ` "* * O y 4 ne - mI sn A p? ar ^ Au "E 

\" " Ds 4 PO Ae 1, r^ EN ^ T | Ra oe >r . 4 » p "e a 7 LI MCa 

. -  « & «X^ 7 €— .* d " -S ° . RR rl EE 


some 


Julius ( «far. 


185 


Some Criticks have maintained, that neither Fr. Florie 
the Three Books of the Civil War, nor rhe Seven dus Sabie 


of the War of tbe Gauies, were writ by Cefar. 
bur fuh an opinion is fo groundleís that ic 
merits not the leat reflection. As for the 
Eighth book of the lat mentioned work , moft 
agree that Hirtius was the Author of it, who 
writ alfo the (ommentaries of the Wars of Alex- 
andria, eAfrica , and Spain, Though fome afcribe 
them to Oppizs an intimate friend of (efars, 
who likewife wrot a Treatife, to prove chat the 
Son of Cleopatra, which fhe pretended to have 
had by the fame Cefar, was not of his begerting. 
Whofoever was the Author of rhe laft book of the 
War of che Gaules, appeared to have been much 
in the favour and confidence of Cefar, for he 
faies in one place, that though all that read the 
writings of Cefar admire them as well ashe, yet 
he had more reafon to do it than others, beeaufe 
they confider in them only the purity of Phrafe, 
and excellency of Stile ; but he who knew wicn 
what facility and expedition he ufed his Pen, 
had a more particulas fubjest of admiration. This 
paffaee calls to my memory tbe noble Elegy 
which PZizy gave him ( viz. j to hove furpafied in 
vigor of mind all the reft of Mankind. te writ 
that he has been feen atthe fame time to read, 
write, dictate, and hear what was faid to bim; 
and adds that he made nothing at once to dictate 
to Four Secretaries; and when he was not ci- 
verted by ocher affairs, he ufualiy unploied Seven 
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co write under him. This a&ivity of hought is 
as if he were fomething more than human, and 
indeed the greatnefs of his genius would be judg- 
ed wholely incomparable, fhould we examine it 
exactly in the extent of all his aétions : Gut this 
being not che proper place for fuch an inquiry, we 
fhall confine our felf to what particularly concerns 
his Commentaries. 

They are dettitute of many Rhetorical Orna- 
ments, as we have already obferved , yet they 
contain both Oblique and Direst Orations: and 
they have been fo valued by all Nations , that. 
they are cranflared into molt languages. Selimsus 
the Great caufed them to be turned into Arabick_ 
And ic is held that the reading of them, . which 
was no lefs agreeable than ordinary with him, con- 
cributed much to tbe conqueft of fo many Pro- 
vinces, wherewith he augmcnred his Empire. And 
Herry the Fourth char famous © onarch of France, 
took the nuns co rr2nflite into French thofe that 
relate? to:he Werofthe Yasnles ; woteh doubr- 
lefs were no (mill afitance ro ch. <eroick Ar- 
dour, “besewith his whole life:vas animated. It 
Was ur e- Florexce Chriffian bis f uror, chat he uns 
dertook «he: work to »o:thy oi hirfelf. and Ca- 


faubon .. wo a ins chee be fav ja writ by che Kings 


own bana, adds, chic, he rola him he was recol- 
Je&ing bis inarrer, to:vrite € ommencaries of his 
own actions, «hi. h he vould finith :« foon as bis 
leafure woutd per:nit. uc God  was.not pleafed 
to allow him that leafure, and his hafty — 
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by acrinie more deteftable chan was that of the 
Murtherers of Cefar, has deprived us of thofe 
Second Commemaries, which might have made a 
greater refemblance between thefe Two Princes, 
than thereis ; though the clemency, valour, di- 
ligence, and feveral other virtues wherein they 
both excelled, rendered them very conformable 
toeach other, not to mention the refemblance of 
their ends. 
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S: OME & perfons have given the fame Elogy 








to Livy, as Seneca the Rhetorician afcribed 

to Cicero £ viz, ) to bave bad a wit anfwer- 
able to the greatnests of che Roman Empire. And 
others have not been conent to equal che elo- 
quence of this Hiliori:n co chat of fo great an 
Oratour, but have proceeded fo far, as to fup- 
pofe chat 1€ Cicero had attempted to write a Hi- 
flory, he would hve been inferiour to him in 
the performsace of ic. But vichout reflecting on 
either to their dilfadvntage by fuch comparifons, 
we may fiy that, rhev both excelled in their wa 
ofítudy ; and as aevec any one was heard with fo 
much attension md cranfport ac Rome as Cicero, 
fo we have no 2x mple of à reputation higher and 
more glo'tous ta refpeét of Hiftory chan that of 
Livy. “Pliny che Younger has left us a memorable 


paflage 
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paffage of his fame in one of his Epifilez, Where 
he faies that his Predeceffors faw a man come 
into /ta/y from, the extremities of Spai» ( which 
was then counted the remoreft place of the Earth 
in the Weft) to have the fatisfaction to fee Livy, 
and injoy for fome time his converfation, who 
fought no other diverfion than the difourk he 
had with fo great a perfon; ar”? tough the Ca- 
pital Cicy of the world where he sound him had 
Many rarities co entertn his curioficy, nothing 
thereof could detain him, after he «ad converfed 
fome time with him for whote fke he eni'e:took 
fuch a journey. But we mui! obíerve that the 
credit Livy has amongfít the learned, is not only 
for the writing of this Hiftory, for he had writ 
certain Philofophical Dialogues before he cameto 
Rome, which he dedicated to e¥uguflus Cafar 
and which acquired him the love «nd protection 
of that renowned Monarch, the moft favourable 
to the Maufes that ever governed the E oman Em- 
pire. And befides thefe Dialogues which are 
mentioned by Sezeca, we learn from Quxintilian, 
chat in a Letter to his Soz he delivered excellent 
Precepts of Rhetorick , Wherein he efpecially 
commended to his reading the writings of D emo- 
fiberes , and Cicero, bidding bim negle&t many 
other Authors, unlefs any were found amongft 
them, to refemble thofe which he advifed him 
to have alwaies in his view. And one may read 
in Swetomus, that. Livy was cliofen amoneft the 
molt learned men ofhis Age, to take care of the 
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inftruction of Claudius who afterwatds was Em- 
peror; andin his younger years by the advice 


$a Claud. of this his Tutor, as Suetonius reports, he under- 


loco cita- 
» $e. 


Sint. b 
ro. iae. 
€. I. 


Ep.ad, Jo. 
Boc. l.7.de 
boa. difc. 
Ge 12e 


took to write the Roman Hittory, of hich he 
gave many volumes tothe Publick which ze loft 
to us. As toche writings of Livy the lat and 
moft confiderable thereof, isthe Hiftory which 
reached from the foundation of Rome to the death 
of Drufus in Germany s; the fine contexture 
whereof, theagreeable narrations, and the plea- - 
fing eafinefs makes him to be compared to Hero- 
dotus , and placed in the firft rank of che Latin 
Hitorians. Ic was not@r firt divided by De- 
cades, as we now feeit. That is a recent diftribu- 
tion ordiftinétion, whereof no mention appears 
in £/erz4 his Abbreviator, nor in any ofthe An- 
cients ; and which Politian, Petrarch, with Petrus 
Crinitus have already difputed. Of the Hundred 
and Forty, or Hundred and Two and Forty Books 
which ic contained, chere remain not above Five . 
and Thirty, norare they all in an unincerrupre 
ed continuation, forthe whole Second Decade is 
Wanting, and we have but che Firft, che Third, 
and the Fourth, with half ot che Fifth which was 
found at Wormes by one Simon Gryneus. The be- 
ginning of «he Forry Third book has been alfo 
lately recovered, by the means of a Manufcripc 
inthe Library of the Chapter of Bamberg; buc 
this fragment is a little conrefted. Francifexus Bar- 
tholinus that brought it from Germany into Italy, 
Antonius Cuareugus, and Cafpar Lifignsnus pa 

Author 
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Author of the firt impreíhon, iudgeit ss uthen- 
tick. But Voffixs and fome others cn the con- 
trary, pretend that iris a counterfeit piece, and 
can be only impofed on thofe who have ears 
like Midas. For the remaining Fourteen De- 
cades we muft reft fatisfied, with that Summary 
or Epitomy which Florus compiled, if he was 
the Author of a work which many perfons con- 
demn, believing himto have been the caufe of 
the lofs of Livys writings, a lofs that cannot be 
enough lamented. This isthe opinion of Bodi” 
who likewife accufes Fuffin, for having done the 
fame prejudice to Trogus Pompeius, X iphilinus, 
and Dzon, in epitomizing them. (afaubonis alfo 
of this mind, who thinks thart che brief collection 
made by Conftantine, of abody of Hiftory in Fifty 
Three parts , occafioned the neglect of the Au- 
thors that compofed it, which were afterwards 
loft. Buc ifthe Three Decades and a half which 
we have of Livy, makeus deplore the want of the 
reít, they are yet fufhcient to reprefent him to 
our efteem; molt worthy of the Elogies which 
he received from the Ancients. The molit ce. 
lebrated whereof was that yielded to him, two 
hundred years ago by Z4/pbos(o King of Arragon, 
when he fent his Embaflador to demand of che 
Citizens of Padua, and obtained from them asa 
pretious relique, the bone of thac Arm where- 
with this their famous Country-man had writ his 
*thftory, caufing it to be conveyed to Naples with 
all forts ofchonour; as the mof eimable pre- 
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fent cowld be made him. And itis f4id thar he 
recovered his health froma languifhing indifpo- 
fition, by the delight he had in reading the fame 

Hiftory. | | 
But it is ftrange to confider with how much 
paffion others went about to defame if they could, 
aperfon ofíuch rare merite In rhe Age wherein 
he lived Afuizs Pollio arraigned his Stile, which | 
he called Patavizity. -Augufius taxed him of hav- 
ing favoured Pompey’sparty, but did not there- 
fore diminifh his good will towards him. And 
Caligula a while after, accufed him of negligence 
on the one fide, and too exceflive redundancy of 
words on the other, taking away his image and 
writings from all Libraries, where he knew they 
were curioufly preferved. But the capricious and 
Tyrannick humour of this Prince, was exercifed 
in the fame manner towards the works and Sta- 
rues of Virgil, And he would have fuppreffed 
the Verfes of Homer, pretending that his power 
ought to be no leís than P/ato’s who had prohi- 
bited the reading them in his Zszaginary Repub- 
fick; Moreover hating Sezeca, and all men of 
eminent Virtue, it came inro his head to abolifh 
the knowledg of Laws, with all thofe Lawyers 
whofe learned decificns were refpeéted. But the 
humorous coneéft of fuch a Monfter cannot preju- 
dice Livy, nor thofe others we named, no more 
than that of Domitian a fecond prodigy of Nature, 
who put to death, through a like animofity, Metiys 
Pompsfianus, becaufe amongft others he delighted 
te 
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to expofe fome Orations of Kings and Generals, 
collected by him out of L;vy's r;iftory. The Te- 
ftimony of Augustus is full of moderation, he de- 
clares that the fame Hiftory inGead of flattering 
the victorious Party, could not condemn that 
of the good and moft honeft men in the Com- 
mon-wealth , who had all lifted themfelves on 
Pompey’s fide, which rather tends to the com- 
mendation of Livy than otherwife But that 
which Pollio finds fault within all his obfervati- 
ons, is a thing which deferves to be a little more 
reflected on. 

The moft common opinion is, that this Roman 
Lord accuftomed to the delicacy of the language 
{poke in rhe Court of Auguftus, could not bear 
with certain Provincial Idioms, which Livy as a 
Paduanufed in divers places of his hiftory. Pigno- 
rius is of another mind, and believes that this 
odious Patavizity had refpect only to the Ortho- 


eraphy of certain Words, wherein L;vy ufed one 


letter for another, according to the cuftome of 
his Country, writing fibe, and guafe, for fibi, and 
guafi; which he proves by divers Ancient in- 
icriptions. | Some think that ic confifted meerly 
in a repetition, or ratheremultiplicity of many 
Synonymous Words in one period , cóntrary to 
what was praétifed ac Rome , where they aid 
not affect fuch a redundancy which denoted a 
Forreigner. Others report that the Padzazs hav- 


ing alwaies been of Pompey’s Party, which was, 


apparently the jufteft as we have obferved, Pollio 
| that 
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that was a Cafarian, derided Livys Patavinitys 
and accufed him of having fího^ n too great an in- 
clination for the unhappy fagétion of the vanauiíh- 
ed s which feems fo much the likelier, by the 
conformity it has with that opinion of Anguftus, 
which we already mentioned. There are thofe 
who likewife affirm , that Liuy’s partiality for 
thofe of Padua, appeared manifetily in thofe books 
which are loft, where he was led by his Subject 
to an immoderate praife of his Country men. 
It is the fame fault which Polybius imputed to 
Philinus as a Carthaginians and Fabius as a Ro- 
wan, And many modern Hiftorians have been 
charged therewith, whereof Guicerardin was one, 
who to oblige the Florestines dwells fo long up- 
on the leaft concerns of their State, and ampli- 
Ges fo much their fmalleft a&tions, that he often 
becomes troublefome, and fometimes ridiculous 
in many mens judgment. The quaint Diffich of 
eA élius Syncerus, againft that of Poggius on the 
like occafion, renders it altogether defpicable, | 

Dam patriam landat damnat dum Pog gina hoftem; 

Nec malus eft civis, nec bonus bifloricus. 

They who rather imagine than prove a like paf- 
fion in Livy, pleafe chemfelves with a belief, chat 
this was that which Pollio found fault with in his 
Hiftory, when he was offended thatit had too 
much Patavinity. lracher build upon that fenfe 
which Qsintilzaz gives the word, who in all pro- 
babiliry knew in his time the crue fignification of 


it. He queresitin the Chapter of rhe virtues 
and 
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and vices of Oration, where he remarks, that Ve- 
tims was reproached of having imployed too ma- 
ny Sabine, Tufcan, end PreneSstine words in his 
writings, fo that, faies he, &wci/i4s thereupon 
laughed at his langusge, as Dolio atd ac che 
Patavinityof Livy. ‘Wherefore after an interpre- 
tation fo exprefs, of fuch a conhderable Author 
in chis refpeé&t as Quintilian, 1 fhould be loath to 
wreft the fignification of that word, which the 
Courtiers of Roe reproved in the Hiftory we 
fpeak of, to any other fenfe than that or Stile and 

Phrafe. 
afin informs us, that Trogus Pompeius cen- 
fured Livy s Orations for being Direét, and toc 
long ; which many attribute to fome jealoufy , 
ther mighr arife between Two Authors of the 
fame time and profetlion, Onintilian obferved 
that Livy begins his Hiftory with an Hexameter 
Verfe: and CMafeardi in the Fitth Treatife of his 
Art of Hiflory, rehearfes many others which he 
found there ; but there is no profe where fome 
do not occur, iflooked after wich too much cu- 
riofity. The fame c¿Mafcardit taxes him in an~ 
other place, of haviñg been defective in many 
important circumítances, which we read in Zp- 
pian, and which he ought not to have omitted. I 
have already fhown in a precedent Sc&tion, how 
Seneca the Rhetorician accufes Livy, of having 
-uffered himfelf to be fwayed by envy, when he 
cave Thucydides the preferenceto Saluft. I here 
add in oppoftion ro Veffius his opinion , that. 
E Q alrhonah 
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although  Sezeca the Philofopher conferred the Ti. 
tle of moft Eloquent upon Livy, he does like- 
wife reprove him inthe fame place, fer having 
attribute@ to arf man ereatnefs of wit without 
coodnefs, believing them to be infeparabre Qua- 
lities. And in another place on the fubje& of 
the Great Litrary of Alexandria, he blames him 
for commending the care of thofe Kings who 
foundedit; and yet pretending, that they did ie 
rather in a vain oftentation of glory, than a true 
affection for books. But fuch Sroa/ Aufterities 
do not much wound the reputation of an Hito- 
rian, who (peaks according to the common fenfe 
of things, and is not obliged to follow ali the 
opinions of Philofophers. But if Axoninus his 
Itinerary, fuch as Annius of Viterbum expoíed was 
true, ic would be a hard matter to excufe Livy of a 
oreat fault which he accufes him of, in fpeaking of 
Fanns Volturna, which was his fuppreffing of the 
moft gallant ations of the Tufcans, whereof he 
envyed them the glory. Butitis of importance 
to know, that the impudent fuppofition of Annus 
in this refpe&, appears manifeftly in the good 
editions of that /t:merary, which we have from 
Simler, and Surita, wherein nothing like that is 
read, becaufe it is a flanderous addition of the 
Imposionr , who foilted in this corrupt relation 
with that Comment, whereof we have fo often 
complained already. Burt I find it a harder task 
ro anfwer che zeal of Gregory the Great, who 
would nor fuffer Livy’s Works in any Chriftian 
Library 
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Yibrary,becaufe of his Pagan Superftition, which I 
remember I read in the Preface of Cafaubor upon 
Polybius, And indeed it cannot be denyed that 
hrs Hiflory is filled with. man. Prodisies, which 
denote a great adherence to Idolatry. Some- 
times an Ox fpoke 3 one while a Mule ingcnder- 
ed; another time Men, Women, and Cocks, and 
Hens changed their Sex. There are often fhowers 
of Flint-ftones, Flefh, Chalk, Blood, and Milk. 
and the Statues of the Gods be mentioned to 
fpeak. fhed tears, and fwer pure blood. How 
many Chofts are made to appear; Armies ready 
to ingagein Heaven; with Lakes and Kivers of 
Blood ; and the like? So that no Hiftorian ever 
reported fo much of the vulgar’s vain belief of that 
time, ashe. But we fhouJd condemn almoft ail 
the books ofthe Gexti/s, it our Religion received 
any prejudice from fuch trifles. One might 
moreover reprefent to Pope Gregory, that Lizy ex- 
pofes ail thofe and feme others of the fame na- 
ture, no otherwife than asfond opinions of the 
vulgar, and uncertain rumours which he derides ; 
often protefting, tbat alrhough he is obliged to 
report them; becaufe they made fuch an impor- 
tant imprefiion upon the minds of moft men of 
that time , and had a mighty influence on the 
greateft affairs, yet there was nothing therein buc 
vanity and impofture. 

Some modern Authors have been found, fuch 
as Bodin, Benius, and others likerhem, who pre- 
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tical in fome places, too prolix in others, and 
often unlike it fel£. But thefe are rath judg- 
ments, and worchrer of pitty than confideration , 
chiefly in refpect to thofe that give them Yet 
the like cannot be faid of Budeus, and Henricus 
Glareanus, that accufe him of injufüce to the 
Gaules inall his narrations, where he treats of 
them and their Wars. I know they who have in- 
deavoured to defenu him from this imputation, 
reply in his behalf, that if the powerful confie 
deration of Augufius his Protector, could not 
hinder him from fpeakine honourobly, not only 
of Pompey, but even of Caffius, and Bratus, as 
Cremutius Cordus vetiibies in / acitus , it 1s impro- 
bable that he fhould refrain from faying the truth 
in what concerned the Gaules, out of a particus 
lar Animofity, to render himfelf more accepta- 
ble to the Romans. But it is certain, he was 
borne away herein with the common tide of opt- 
nion, and that there was no Latin Hiflorian of 
thac cime, who did not as well as he ufe all. Na- 
tions ill, to oblige the /talian, either through 
fiattery or ignorance, taking their relations from 
the reports of the viétorious, who fupprefled all 
che memorjals of others. 

So general a fault neverthelefs, ougbt not to 
hinder us from efteeming “Livy in particular, as 
one of the firk men of his Country. He was of 
+ Padsa, and not of * Aponus, as Sigontus ima- 
coined, becaufe of averfein Martial which purs 
one place for another, by a figure ordinary enough 
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co Poets. His refidence at Rome, and tbe favour 
of e"fugufhius, afforded him the means to have 
all che inttructiens neceflary fer che compiling of 
his Hittory. He compofed oms part of it inthat 
apita: of the Empire, and the other at sVaples 
4ither he retired from time to time to digett 
his matter with defs difturbance. After thac Em- 
perors death he recurned to the place of his Birch, 
where he was received with unparaleli’d ho- 
nours, and applaufes by the Padszaus, and there 
he dyed in che Fourth year of the Reign of Tibe- 
rius, and the very day of the Ca/ezds of January, 
which was alfo Ovrds lat day, according to the 
obfervation of Ezfebius in bis Cbrozicles. His lite 
was larel» delivered unto us by Faéobus Philippus 
‘Thowafinus che Paduan Bifbop, who omitted no- 
thing that a Paduan could fay, to the advantage of 
One whom he confiders as the glory cf his Couns 
try He mingled in all places of his Hittory Ob- 
lique and Dire& Orations, wherein his Eloquence 
principally appears. And he did not refrain from 
Diereffions, though heexcufes himfelf for ic, in 
the Ninth Book of his frq Decade, on the Sub- 
je& of eA lexander, whofe renown, he faies, ob- 
liced him to reflect upon the probable fuccefs he 
might have had againft the Romans, 1€ he had at- 
tacked them. He makes a queítioa of equalling 
Fen ot Twelve Roman Captains ro chat invinci- 
ble Monarch, but manages ic with fo much difad- 
vantage on one (ide, and fo much flactery on the 
other, thac it is the placein his whole Hiftory, 
which 
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which is the leaft agreéable to a judicious Reader 
Is it noi ridiculous to fay upon fo ferious a Sub- 
je&, that the Sezate of Rome was compofed of as 
many Kings, as there were Senators ? And ought 
he not to have confidered , that Alexander led 
Twenty Generals under his command, Pro/ezzens, 
Lyfimaclaus, (a[[/ander, Leonatus Philotas, Anti- 
gonus, Eumenes, Parmenio, Cleander, Potyperchon, 
Perdiccas, Clitus, € pbestion, and others like them, 
more renowned and experienced in military af- 
fairs, if we may judge by their a&uons, chan all 
chofe Roman Chiefs which he pretends to com- 
pare to him ? To fay the truth, that his Digref- 
fion exatnined in all its parts, is more worthy of à 
Geclamer, tian of an Hiftorian of Livy s reputa- 
ticn. 
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HOUGH Velleius Paterculus inthe Two 

Books he compofed, pretended only to write 
an Epitomy of the Roman Hiflory ,. from the 
Foundation of Rome tothe time wherein he liv- 
ed, which as he himfelf reports, wasinthe Reign 
of the Emperour Tiberias. Yet he began his 
Treatife with things more Ancient, for though 
the beginning of his firft Pook is loft, we never- 
thelefs find, in the remains of it, the Antiqui- 
ties of many Cities: more Ancient than ome, 
the Originals whereof he difcovers, before he 
defcribes the Foundation of that great M erropo- 
Es. Wewasof an illuftrious extraction as appears —— 
by thofe of his family, who had fignalifed them- Vide Vof- 
felves in the exercife of many of the greateit [o sie 
inployments of the Roman Empue. And he bes lati. 
bimíelf having gloricuily fucceeded in the mili- ais. 17 

cary 


202 


Velleius fPaterculzs, 


tary prcfeffon, faies that the remembrance of 
the countries he had feen, during the rime he 
commanded in tk. Armies, and in his voyages 
through rhe Previnces of Thrace , Macedonia , 
Achaia, Afa the lefs, and other more Eafterly 
Regions, efpecially thofe upon both the fhores 
of the Ezxi» Sea, £urnifhed his mind with moft 
agreeable diverfions. VW hereby one may judge 
that 1f he had writ this Hittory as intire and 
large, as he fometimes promifed, we fhould have 
found many things very confiderable in it, as re- 
ported by aman who was fo Eminent an Eye- 
witnefs, and had a fhare inthe execution of the 
nobleft part of them. Tn thac liccle which is left; 
wherein he reprefents all compendiou(ly, divers 
particulars are related that are no where elie to 
oe found ; which happens either by rhe filence of 
other Hitiorians in chofíe matters, or the ordinary 
lofs of part of their labours, | | 
~The Stile of Velleius Paterculus is very worthy 
of his Age, which was alfo the time of pure lan- 
guage. His greaceft excellence lies in difcom-~ 
mending or praifing thofe he fpeaks of ; which he 
does in the fofteft terms and moft delicate ex- 
preffions , that are fetn in any other Hiftorian 
or Oracour Butbe is blamed and perhaps with 
reafon , for flattering too much the Party and: 
Houle of Augufius, and making extravagant Elo- 
cies noc only of Tiberius, but even of his Favou- 
rite Sejanus; whofe merit he celebrates as of one 
of the prime aad molt virtuous períons, which 
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the Roman Common-wealth has produced. But 
the like fault may be obíerved in many others 
that have writ the Hiftory of rheir own times, 
with ¢ defign to publifh it wilit they lived. 
However it was , Lipfus imagined thar thole 
his exceffive praifes of Sejanus, were the caufe 
of his fall, and the ruine of the rett of that un- 
happy Favourites friends, who were almoft all 
put to death upon bis account ; but yet this o- 
pinion can país for nothing but a meer conje- 
éture, Cnceit isno here elite to be feen. The 
nature of his Epiramy did rot (it feems ) ad- 
mit of Orations. Yet an Oblique one is feen in 
his Second Book, whi h he introduces the Son 
of Tigranes to {peak betore Pompey, to procure 
his favour. I find bendes a very remarkable thing 
in his Stiie, to wit, chat amoncft all the Figures 
of Oracory wh ch he utes, he imploies the Epi- 
phonen:a (o viacetuliy, that perhaps no One ever 
equalled h:m in thar refpeét. So that in all. or 
Yoft o£ the. evenrs whieh he mentions, there are 
few that he «oe» not conciuce with one of thefe 
fentenricus reflez 165, which Rhetoricians call 
by thac nime. An’ beGdes the beauty of that fi- 
eure when iris judicio ily imployed, as he knew 
how to Coir, there is rrorbind- inflrué£ts a reader 
more ufefully, chen thar fo t or Corollary apply- 
ed to the end of che chief adirons of every narra- 
tion. He fhewed bis grear in. itnation ro Elo- 
quence, in bis inveétive againit ZZarb Anthony, 
on the Subie£ of his prefcription, and the death 
of 
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of Cicero, whom none ever raifed nigher than he 
does in that place, andin another of the fame 
book, where he ^cknowledges that without fuch 
a perfon, Greer? though overcome in Arms, 
might have boafted to have been vié&c.ious in 
wit. And this he did in purfuance of that zeal, 
which made him declare in his firt book, that 
excepting thofe whom this Oratour faw, or by 
whom he was feen and heard, there was none a- 
mong/t che Romans who ought to be admired for 
rheir Eloquence, which was a faculty as to the 


excelling part, as ic were inclofed only in the 


{pace of Cicero's life. 

Befides the Two Books of the abridged Hiftory 
of Velleius *Paierculus, a Fiagment has been feen 
which is afcribed to him, touching rhe defeat of 
fome Roman Legions in the Country of the Grz- 
fons. And of that part amongit others where this 
{mall writing places a City called Cicera , it in- 
forms us, that of a Legion there ingaged, Verres 
alone efcaped, whom the above mentioned Cicero 
caufed afterwards to be condemned with infamy, 
for naving during: his Proconfulfhip in Sicily , 
ufed fuch extortions in fo1mportant a Province, 
chat they had like to have made it defolare. But 
moft learned men, & Velferus with Voffins amongft 
the ret, declaim agiintt this piece, which they. 
affirm to be counterfeit as well by che Stile, 
which feems of an Age much inferiour to that of 
Paterculus, as by the matter wherecf it treats, 
wherein they find great abfurdities. Bur laying 
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afide the doubtful judgment of Criticks, it is evi- 
dentin refpect of the rrue Phrafe of this Author, 
that excepting che faults whrih proceed rather 
from his tranfcribers than himfy f£, and the Co- 
pies than the Original, we have nothing more 
pure in all che Latin Language than his Writings; 


hor more worthy of the times of Augustus and 
Tiberius: 
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LEX ANDER has noreafon to com- 

A plain ( as once he did ) for not having 
like Achilles, a Homer to celebrate his 
praiies, feeing there was found amongít the ia- 
tins, fo eminent an Hiftorien as Quintus Curtius 
to defcribe the actions of his life. Icake bim 
to be one of the greateft Authors they had; and 
the excellency of his Stile would oblige me to 
think him more Ancient than Livy, and Pa- 
terculus, and to make him pafs for him of whom 
Cicero {peaks in one of his Epiflles, if the more 
common opinion of thofe who have laboured 
in the fearch of his Age, did not yeild him Ve/pa- 
fians Contemporary ; and fome to haye livedin 
che P.eien of Trajan, 1 willnot infift upon the 
paflages 
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paflages of his fourth book where he fpeaks of 
4 yre, noron that of the Tenth where he makes a 
Digrefflion upon the felicity efhis Age, becaufe 
many are frbje& to wreft thofe exprefhons to 
their own fenfe. But as he lived ioa great Age, 
he may well be the fame perfon chat’ Suetonius 
mentioned, as agreat Khetorician‘in the time of 
 Viberizs 5; and Tacitus as a Pretor and Proconful 
of Africa under that Emperour, for there is not 
above Two and Thirty years from the laft year of 
Tiberius tothe firt of Vefbafian. And what the 
Younger Pliny reports of a &hanta{m which appear- 
ed in Africa to one Curtius Rufus, can be under- 
{tood of no other than him chat was mentioned 
by Tacitus as aforefaid. 

But it is of little moment to my defign, to re- 
concile the diverfity of opinions on this fubje&, 
which are colle&ted together in Voffius, and Ra- 
derus aCommentatorof Quintus Curtiss, Heis 
perhaps a Son only of thole whom Cicero or Sue- 


tonius mentions, and may have nothing in com-. 


mon with any of the other that we named, efpe- 
cially confidering that neither Oviatilian , nor 
any of the Ancients, have faid the leaft word of 
him or his Hiftory, which is very ftrange: for 
how Qxintilian, who omitted not to mention ail 
the confiderable Hiftorians then extant , in the 
Tenth Book of his Inffitztions, writ. in Domitians 
Réign, could forget him, is not to be anfwered, 
withouc. prefuppofing thatthe works of Osatas 
Gurtius were not at that time publifhed. h 
e 
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The ozdinary impreffions of this Author wi 
nefs, that his Two Firít Books, and the end of 
the Fifth are loft as alfo che beginning of the 
Sixth and tn forríe few places of the raft which is 

.. the Tenth, there manifeftly appears a de£c&. Ic . 
Was not Quintianus Stoa , buc C hriftopher Bruno 
that fupplied the Two firt Bocks, which he did 
out of what Arrianus, Diodorus, Fuftin, and fome 
others left us in writing of the Atchievements of 
Alexander the Great . Quintus Curtius did well 
to abftain from the relations of the counterfeic 
Califihenes ( the true one cited by Plutarch being 
not to be found ) which make One JVetlanebus a 
C agician to be the Father of that Monarch, in- 
{tead of Philip of <ALlacedon; and reprefenr him 
rather asa Roland, or Amadis of Gaule chan a true 
Conqueror. Henry Glarean is not followed by 
any, inhis diftribution of Quintus Curtius his Hi- 
ftory>into Twelve Books, re-eftablifhing the Two 
firt, and dividing the reft into Ten others, in- 
flead of the ordinary Eight. But in what man- 
ner foever his Hiftory is difpofed, it will be al- 
waies found worthy of its Subject ; and to him 
alone can that Elogy be applyed , which one 
Amyntianus infolently and undefervedly arrogated 
to himfel£ ( Viz ) chat he had in fome fort equal- 
led by his Stile the noble actions of Aléxander 
As Cenfurers are every where found, it is not to 
be fuppofed that Cz#rtius will efcape them. The 
fame Garean whom I mentioned before, reproves 
him for having like an ill Geographer , = 
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tne River Garges proceed from the South 5 and 
confounded Monat | anrus with Cazcafz5, and al- 
fo miftook the Jaxaries of Pi gy for the River Ta- 
nats, But one may aníwer in his behalf thee tbefe 
errors ( i£ they are fuch ) are nor his, who asa 
Latin Author did no more than follow the Gre- 
cian Relarors, from whom he borrowed his Hi- 
flory. orrabo obferved in the Fifteenth Look of 
his Geograpby, that the Macedonians called chat, 
Canalis. which was but part ofthe Mount Tan- 
yus 5 becaufe the former furnifhed them wich 
more fabulous matter than rhe latter , as that 
wherewith they delighted to flatter the ambi. 
tion of Alexander, and their own alfo. And as 
for the courfe of the Gzsges, although it is true 
that generally fpeaking it defcends from the 
North to the South, yet Strabo adds that ic finds 
fuch oppofition as obliges ic many times to hold 
different courfes, and that ac length it conyveizhs 
all its waters tothe Ealt. But 47afcardi makes 
other obje&ions, he thinks bim exceffive in the 
ufe of Sentences ; and though he cannor but con- 
fefs chat all his are very elegant aad ingenious, 
yet he accufes him for not having alw.ies, im- 
ploied them judicioufly,making fome perfons fpeak 
ina Phrafe no way proportionable to their cone 
ditions : and he inftances in that Oration of the 
Scythians tQ Alexander inthe  everth Bock. I 
have read it over and over by reafon of rhis im- 
putation, bur with far different Fies from thof> 
ef Mafcardi; and I can fcarce believe thar it isa 
p piece 
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piece comtrived by tle Author, for I find all mar- 
ter and Stile, fo  itly fuited to the perfons of 
the Scythian Ambaffadors that pronounced ir, 
both in re(pect of che Sentences, and all the rett 
ofits parts, that it paffes in my judgment for a 
Copy taken from the true Original of Ptolemeus, 
Ar iffobulus, Callifthexes, Oneficritus, or fome o- 
ther of chofe prefent with Alexander at the time 
it was fpoke, who had the curiofiry to infert it 
in the Hiltory of that Monarch. linfift not on 
that part Which is fo well accommodated to the 
prefent made by thole Barbarians, of a pair of 
Oxen, a Plough, a Cup,and an Arrow. The Greek 
Proverb of the folitary places of their Country 1s 
admirably applyed. And the Scythian defcription 
of Fortune without feet, whofe flight cannot be 
ftopped, aithough you have hold of her hands, 
feems unexpreffiply graceful incheir mouths. But 
though all thefe things do fuit wonderfully well 
with the perfons that utter them, I find the great- 
eft harmony in me manner of imploying tchofe 
Sentences which 47afcard: arraigns; and if ever 
the Decorum of the Latins was confidered , or 
thofe rules obíerved whicn their Rhetorictans 
authorifed , 1 think one may fay that Qantus 
Curtizs has on thrs occafion moft religioufly kept 
them. 

They who know with what liberty the Seythz- 
aas and Tartarians ufe Fables in all their difcour- 
jes , and that they, like the ret of the Eaftern 
People, fcarce fay any thing without intermix- 

ing 
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ing parables therewith, wil admire the judgment 
of Curtius in the molt fenientious part of that 
Oration., which his Cenfurer found fo much 
fault wich. Are you ignorant ( fay thefe Ambaf- 
fadors xo Alexander ) that che talleft Trees which 
are fo long growing, may be beat down and root- 
ed upin an inftert ? Iris not the part of a wife 
man to mind only the fruit they bear, and not to 
confider their height , and their danger of fal- 
ling. Take heed left endeavouring to climbe up 
to the top, their uttermof! branches do not break, 
and make you fall with chem. The lion be ic 
never fo great and fierce, fometimes ferves for 
nourifhment tothe leaft Birds; and fron for alk 
its hardneés is often confumed with ruft. Nor is 
there any thing fo folid or firong in Nature, that 
may not be hurt by the weakett things , and 
which have in appearance che leatt vigour. Cer 
tainly here sre many Elegant expreffions, which 
inftead of being condemned for unfeemlinef , as 
fpoken by Scythians; ought rather tm be efteemed 
in a more than ordinary manner, for the Airthey 
have of their Country, and that unufual w^y of 
expreffion, which almoft totally differs from thar 
of the Greeks or Latins. If I had a mind to cen- 
fure this Hiftory, as well as Others, Iwould noc 
find fault with its Geography, or Rhetorick ; I 
fhould rather accufe Quintus (urtius for his Ime« 
morality, wherein he can be no way juftified. For 
after he had ackno vledged in more than one 
lace, that Alexander made the fame ufe of. the 
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Eunuch Bagoas, as Ularizs did, which made him 
have fogreat a power ever his affections ( not to 
{peak of Epheftion , whofe friendéhip he does nor 
render fo fhameful or criminal as others have 
done ) he had the confidence afterwards to af- 
firm, tnat the pleafures of Alexander were natu- 
ral and lawful. The place I mean, is where he 
firft reprefents the death of that Prince, and 
then examins his virtues and vices, ufing thefe 
very terms, Veneris juxta naturale defiderium ne 
f'ts; nec nlla nifi ex permiffo voluptas, How ! this 
infamous paftion he had for Bageas was not then 
efteemed againft Nature ? I know not, fince long 
before, notwithftanding the darknefs of Pagauifm, 
Phocylides had obferved inone of his verfes, that 
even Brutes naturally abhorred that fort of con. 
junction. And Plate how infamous foever in that 
refpect, acknowledged in the Eighth Book of his 
Laws, that even before the time of ZLazus, that 
Example of Beafts, made mafculine love be ftiled 
a fin againft ature. Certainly Quintus Curtinus 
his fault herein cannor be palliated , what li- 
cence foever may be afcribed to the G esti/s, both 
Greeks and Romans, on this Subject. 

Iwill not repeat in this place what Ifaid im 
the Se&tion of Arrian, of fome fmall errours of 
Quintus Curtius, which are amended by the writ- 
ings of the former, or rather by the mutual af- 
fitance which thefe Two Authors give one to 
the other to be rendered more inrelfigible. But 
Iwill obferve, that notwithílanding the praifé" ^^ 

we 
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we attributed to the Graec: #, of having been onc 
of the moft tender writers n matter of prodi- 


pies, he whom we now examine is much more - 


relerved therein than he, of which ,there needs 
no move proof, than what they both writ of one 
or two extraordinary Springs, which newly fprung 
up from the ground whire Alexander had tn- 
camped, near the River Oxus. Arrian fies that 
one of them was of Oil, and the other of clear 
Water, which he confidently reports, as if he 
would impofe a beltef thereof on his Readers- 
Quintus Curtius on the ether hand, fates nothing 
of the Source of Oil, bur that 1n digging of Wells 
a Spring was found in the Kings Tent, of which 
as foon asit was difcovered, a rumour ran as if 
it had been miraculous 5 and Alexander himfelf fo 
far improved it, as to be pleated that it fhould be 
thought agrace of Heaven, beliowed on him by 
the Gods. But to fbew clearly, wich whaz cir- 
cumfpection this Hiftorian alwaies handled things 
which admitted of dovbt, I wil! inftence the 
terms wherewith he accompanies the narration 
he writes of a Dog inthe Kingdom of Sepira, that 
faftened on a Lyon with fo much courage, thar be 
fuffered his members to be Gut piece-meal; rather 
then lofe the hold he had taken. Eguidem, fales 
he, plara tranferibo, guam credo, Nam ecc affir- 
mare fuftliueo de quibus dubito, nec fubdacere qiie ac. 
cepi. And this macterstion may be applied to that 

laceof the fame book, where on the oceafion of 
Prolemy’s ficknefs, a Serpent Mtewed ro Alexander 

| ]^ * 1n 


* 
"- 


Leh. 9. 
Put tis 
fterecacfs 
fo admired 
and doeubt- 
ed by Care 
Eris. a "8t 
firavce ý 02 
is: that fee 
the like 
CaOnvrasvc in 
Day Mi: 
[ifs on alt 
OCCAÍLO S. 


214. 


Ee. de 
TE) , Zejte 
af (pb. 


Quintus Curtius Rufus. 


in his fleep, an Herb *hich would cure him. Tru- 
ly when an Author is fo modeft in his relation, 
that he appears not to have any defignto invade 
rhe credulity of His Readers, he may write what 
he pleafes, as we have already remonftrated in the 

Chapter of Livy. " 
Amoneft :ll ihe Latin Hi ‘ortans there 1s none 
more generally approved rhon €» tes Curtiss. 
Some are for Livy’s Stile, orhers for that of Taci- 
tus, but all ag ee that Curtis has writ very agree- 
abiy,and well. Lipfizs advifes that no book is more 
worthy the perufal of rinces, than this idiftory 
which he commends co their frequent infpection. 
Some there ace of that dignity, who have not on- 
ly recrestred their minds with this Book, but 
found other advanrages by it We have already 
revorted. fome:vhac like this in whit we writ of 
Livy ; and I remember I obíerved that one Lau- 
ventid: de Medicis, who caufed the Hiftory of the. 
Emperors to be read to him, was fo affected with 
the recital of fome notable A& of Conrard the 
Third of that. name, that he thought he owed his 
health to the content he rec2ived from that rela- 
tron. Antonius Panormitanus, and feveral others 
ob(erve amemor:ble occurrence concerning our 
Author,in refe ence to Alphonfo chat wife King of 
Arragon, who finding himfelf opprefled with an 
indifpohrion, from which all che remedies of his 
Phiüiti:ns could rot deliver him, fought fome 
diverfion in the Hitlory of Quintus Curtins ; which 
was with fo much fotuisfaction and good fuccefs ; 
| tiat 
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that he became cured of his infirmity, and pro- 
cefted to all about him, that neither H ppoccates, 
nor Avicenna, fhould ever be of equal confidera- 
tion to hui with that Treatife. Buc to draw to a 
conclusion, I muk admit that Czrtizs is excellent 
in all his Orations, either Direct or Oblique. I 
have feen but one Letter in all his works, which is 
the anfwer o£ Alexander to Darius. And 1 do noc 
remember chat there is any other Diereffion, than 
chat one of the Tenth Book which I mentioned be- 
fore, where, taking an occafion from the Divifions 
amonett the Macedonians after the death of him 
that had made them Monarchs of the world, he 
celebrates the felicity of the Roman People, re- 
united in the time when he wrote, ‘under a great 
and happy Emperor. We muft not takefor a Di- 
oreflion, the Relation of the manner of living of 
the Zsdians, and the Defcriprion of their Coun- 
try, which 1s found in the Eighth Book, becaufe 
there is nothing therein, that is not effential to 
che Theme which the Author propofed to himfelf ; 
for being to write of the Exploits of Alexander in 
that Country, it was requifite for him togive 
(ome fummary accouht of it, 
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CORNELIUS 
N ali the imprefhons of Corneliae Tacitus, 
T his Annals are printed before his Hiftoryz 
™ whichis underftood to be becaufe they haye 
a farther beginning, treating of the lakt daies of 
Auguftus, and proceeding unto the end of Nero's 
Reign, whofe laft Twelve years are neverthelefs 
wanting ; whereas the books of his Aiiffory feem 
to follow. one another from the Epoche of rhe 
death of that’ Tyrant, tothe happy . overnment 
of Nerva and Trajan, And yet there is no doube 
but Tacitus firt compofed his Hiffory, as being 
nearer ro his own «me ; for he quotes a place in 
the Eleventh of his Annals, to which herefe:s his 
Peader, concerning what he had already writ of 
the actions of Domitian, which were not by him 
mentioned any here, but in the Pooks of his 
Hiffory, O£ this Hiffory there remains to uu 
ive 
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Five Books, and Lipfus ouefses chat there are Ten 
loft. For if chey reached fron Galba, to Nerva, 
and Trajan, which includes at lealt afpace of 
Twenty one years, it is probable the greareft 
part of them are wanting, feceing the Five ve 
have comprehend little more than the occuiren- 
ces of one year. 

Their Stile 1s more large and florid chan that 
of the eA annals, which are comroled 1n a clofe 
contracted l hrafe s buc Tacitus his Eloquence 
appears every where in his grave way of writing, 
which has fomething of thar deavéme or fubmmicy 
in it, from which the Rhetoricians have obferved, 
that Demojihenes never ftrayed. Amongít fo ma- 

ny Cenfurers , who find every ore fomething 
thing toíay againft the works of this Hiiorian , 
none are more excufoble than thofe who only com- 
plain of his obf.urity. For as be ofren leaves 
his Narrations i imperfest, he ts fometimes found 
lefs intelligible. And the fiults of the Copies, 
and depravation thereby of his feníe , in many 
places, contributes much ro render his matter 
difficult to be underítoo« s puc where che Para- 
graphs areintire and uncor"upted , his meaning 
is eafily difcovered. <o focver it be. itis no 
— if Tacitus (hevirg imitated Laeydides, 
3 both follo:ved Orne jenes ) retired fome- 
wire of that rougnn , and a ierity, which IS 
obferved in tbe writings of thole !wo €r«ecianst 5 
and whütchzll cnc An. jents accounted 3« a virtue, 
fofar is it from deíerving to be i — = a 
auit, 
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fault, to him that hould propofe them to him 
felf for Imitatione. And asfome Wines are re- 
commended to our palates by alittle þitternefs 
that is in them ; and many perfons find that a 
dusky and obfcure light in Churches 1s moft fura- 
ble totheir exercife of devotion: fo others con- 
ceive the obfcurity of an Author, mixed with 
alittle roughnefs of Stile, is rather to be efteem- 
ed than otherwife ; becaufe it difpofes the mind 
£O attention, and elevates and traníports 1t to no- 
tions which it would not arrive atin a more ealy 
compolition. ! 

Asfor thofe who were fo confident to pretend 
that Tacitas writ ill Latin, I judge them more 
worthy of compa:lion for that extravagance, than 
any folid anfver. Yet Tivo great Civilians were 
of that opinion, e/f/ciat , who maintained that 
the Phrafe of Paulus Tovius was preferable tothat 
ofthis Ancient Hiftorian, which, he faid, was full 
ef Thornes s and Ferret, who condemn'd his Stile, 
as being in his judgment not Roman enough. If 
ever men were abfurd in cenfures, doubriefs chete 
were: and I do affirm againít fuch unreafonable 
opinions, that apparently Tacitus makes the leat 
Cx:oome or Cook, in narratives, fpeak better La- 
rin than either Ferret, or Alciat: they areindeed 
learned inthe Law, but very bad judges of the 
Roman Eloquence. . For though Tacitus has not 
writ like Cefar, or Cicero, that is no argument 
of his bad performance. Eloquence is not uniform 5 
chere are divers kinds of it: and it is rot un- 

Known 
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known tothe Learned, that Latin foumfhed in 
all o£ them differently till rh» Reign of che Em- 
peror „Adrian, who was not fo Ancient as Taci- 
245, to whom the greateł Orators of his time 
freely yielded the Palm of Hiftory And P/zy 
the younger who was one of the moft confiderable 
amongít them, declared in many of his Epifiles, 
that he efteemed Tacitus one of the molt Eloquent 
of his Age. In the Twentieth Epiftle of the frit 
Book, he makes him judge of adifpure he had, 
about the Eloquence to be ufed in pleading at 
the Bar, againít a learned man chat maintained the 
moft concife to be alwaies the bet. And in ar- 
other place he defcribes to one of his friends the 
Pomp of Firginins Rufushis Funerals, obferving 
his laft and principal happinefs to confifiin the 
praifes of the Conful Cornelius ! acitas, who mace 
his funeral Oration, and who was the mof elo- 
quent of that time ; /audatus ef? a Corxelio Taci- 
to. Nam hic [upremus felicitati ejus cumulus accef- 
Sit laudator eloquentiffimus. When he imparts to 
another called Arrian, the fuccefs of a great couie 
againft a Proconful of ef frica, accufed of rob- 
bing the publique Irërfury, hefaies, thar Cerne 
bins Tacitus made areplicationrothe perfon that 
defended him, wherein his Eloqucnct and grr- 
vity infeparable from his difcourfe were admired ; 
refpondit Cornelius Tacitus eleguentiffime s c quod 
CXIMIUME orationt cpus neff , exuvosg. And when 
the fame Pliny defigned to provide a publick Pre- 
ceptor for the Ciry of Coma in his Native Coun- 
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try, he intreated Tacitus, as one to whom all the 
great Wits of the Age applyed themfelves, to re- 
commend oneto ñim to exercife that charge. I 
mention northe defcriprions he maxes him, in 
two different Letters, of the death of the Elder 
Pty his uncle, and of the burning of Vefuvins, 
which he was fo defirous, that che Hiftory of Ta- 
Lib. 7. ep. CIMS fhould defcribe, that he conjures bim elie- 
33- where not to forget his name in ic, declaring 
his paffion fór it interms, which I think not un- 

fic to rehearfe inthis place: etugurer, nec me 

fallit augurium, Hifterias tuas immortales faturas , 
quoggagis illis, ingenue fatebor, inferi cupio. Nam 

fe ejje nobis cure folet, ut facies noftra ab optimo 

quoque artifice exprimatur , nonne debemus optare, 

ut operibus noflris fimilis tui [criptor pradicatorque 
Contingat, But the place, wherein P/isy fhews 

Ij.ep!z;o. Mott the efteem which he and all Italy nad of 
Tacitus, is that of another Letter, where he dea 

clares that from his youth upwards he had chofen 

him for a pattern of Eloquence, from amongtt 

the great number of excellent Orators , which 

were then in Rome. And becaufe we learn pre- 

cifely from chat place che ave of thofe two men, 

Iwill again very wilEnely infert it in its native 
language: Egu:dem adolefcentalus cim tu jam fa- 

ma gloriaque floreres, te fequi, tibi longo, fed proxi- 

mas intervalio c effe cr haber: Concupifcebans. 

Et erant multa clariffima ingeria, fed tu mibi ( ite 
fivatlitudo natare ferebat \ maxime imitavilis, MAXI- 
meimitandus videbaris, Vhereis no need to feek 

other 
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ccüer proofs Of Tacitus his jeputation in his own 
time, which produced fo tiany excelfent pere 
fons : and few are ignorant how all che follow- 


ing ages have honoured his endeavours, whereof 


we fhal! give fome more Teftimonies pefore we 
finifh this Seétion. Buc in the mean time is ic 
mot {trange, that any fhould be fo barbarous as 
Alciat and Ferret, and contradictory to all che 
Ancient Romans, to maintain thar fo confiderable 
an. Author could not fo much as ípeak his mo. 
ther-congue ? One mult certainly have a brazen 
face, andavery empty head to advance fuch pro- 
pofitions. For my parc fhould I fee a Thoufand 
things that difpleafed me, I fhould rather accufe 
my own weak underftanding, or che faults of the 
Copies, or fome other defect (. which ought not 
to be imputed tohim ) thangive the lye to ail 
Antiquity, by falling into fuch an imaginary im- 
putatlon. | 

There is a third fore of Tacas his accufers, 
who tax him of fpeaking untruths ; Vogfeus is of 
chat number. Burt becaufe he only arraigns nim 
to excufe himfelf in this general propofition , 
that the beft Hifioriaas of che world cannot avoid 


the mixture of kies in their trueft narrations, a4 4- 


feveral perfons took delight to maintain this 
thefis. And I remember Dion Chryfofiome endea- 
vouring tc prove inone of his Orarzexs, that one 
never knows che truth of things, ts met content 
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to fay, that the taking of Trey by the G recien 
is à meer Fable; atid that the Perfians delivered 
a very different account of the wars of Xerxes 
and Darius aganít Greece , than the Grecians 
themfelves ; bur he adds, as ancte of tke fmalt 
certainty there is in biftory, that amonett the 
moít famous of the Greek Hiftorians, fome held 
that the Naval victory of Salamin preceded that 
of Platea, and others aflerted the contrary. Ie 
1s fufhcient then to anfwer, that there are un- 
truths which our humanity bears with, when they 
are related by report, and without lying. But 
when Tertullian reproaches Tacitus with impo- 
fure, and Badens calls him one of the mof vile 
and impious Authors we have, it is evident that 
they mean fomething more than that fort of mif- 
report, which ignorance may excufe ; and which 
one may retort upon errors Authorifed by com- 
mon,belief. For they are offended at what he 
impioufly fpoke of Chri.ttans, & in derifion of ous 

holy religion, wnom he aflaults even in the foun- 
dations of the Old Teffasest, deriding the Mi» 
racles of. Mofes, and reproaching the ens with 
acorine the £ffigres of a Wild Affe. I confefs chat 
one’ cannot too much condemn what he writ on 
tüat fubje&, as he was a Pagan. But nevertheleis 
we muft be forced to acknowledg, thar ifhe muf 


> 
he toral'y renounced for what be writ agat 
the true God,and cur Altars,we fhall be obliged to 
burn with his Books, almott ali thofe of the Gera 
tris, very few of chem having abftainec from the 
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fisecalummies Ifay the fame thing ag 
judgment which Cafaubouin his Preface , paled 
upon Polybius , where he pretends that Princes 
cannot read amore dangerous book than Tacitus, 
becaufe ofthe bad examples which areTeen in it. 
For it is an 111 cuftome that Cefazbos has followed , 
never to write upon an Author without blaming 
all others, to give that the greater Authority ; 
and we know that he has praifed Tacitus elfe- 
where as much as any one can doe Jt is true 
iis Hiftory has reprefented unto us, the actions 
of the moft wicked Princes that ever were ; and 
that by misfortune thofe Books which contained 
the bett Emperors haigns, asof Vefpafian, Titus, 
Nerva, and Trajan, are loft. Yerit is the way 
to cenfure all the Hiftories we haveinthe world, 
even without excepting the Holy Writ, to make 
that of Tacitus refponüble for the bad examples 
It contains, there being none found that have not 
fome very dangerous in them, and where there 
isnoneed of diftinguifhing with judgment, the 
good and thebad of every Narration. But per- 
naps heretofore, as even in Vertulliaws time, the 
Pagans invedtives agaitit us might be apyrebend- 
ed, becaufe the world was not then purged of thefr 
errors, asitis at prefent by the Grace o£ God. I 
cannot imagine that any perfon can be found at 
this day, that would let himfelf be feduced by 
the Calumnies of the €tbzicbs ; or by allthac the 
infidelity they lived in,, could make them write 
againtt our Evangelical truths, 

dae 


223 


22 4. 


Corntlius Tacitus. 


The general efteem the works of Tacitus have 
gained, might fufhee alone again{t the Authorities 
we have examined, though we wanted reafons to 
refute them. If it were needful to weaken them 
by other contrary authorities, 1 can produce Two, 
befides che Univerfal confenz of learned men , 
which are fo weighty thart they. will alwaies tuin 
the Scale on their fide. The firft 1s that of the 





Emperor 7acius, who though invefted in the fu- 


preme dignity of the world, did not forbear near 
two hundred years after the death of our Fito 
rian, to glory inthat name common to them , 
eftee ning it as an honour to have hid fuch an An- 
ceftour, and to be acknowledged one of his Poíte- 
rity. He caüfed his Statue to be placed in ali Li- 
braries, and all his books to be writ over Ten 
times every year, that they might pafs trom hand 
to hand, and from Age to Age, as they have done 
unto ours, Ihe Second Authority fhall be that of 
the Great Duke (ofzzo di Medicis, whofe memory 
will never want veneration, as long as the Science 
of Polity or good government (as his Country- 
men term it) {hall be cultivated. That Pince 
chofe Tacitus amongft all che Hiftorians, as one 
from whom his mind could receive the moft in- 
ftruGtion and folid farisfaction. Add to the Tefti- 
mony of Princés and Emperors, that the cranfla- 
tion ofthis Author inroall Tongues, gives acer- 
tain proof of the valew of bim in all Nations. Be- 
fides his Commentaries & History, he wrote a Trea- 
tife of divers people who inhabited Germany in his 
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ime, and ot their differert manners; with an- 
other Book of the Life of his Father in Law Agri- 
cola. Some moreover afcribe co him, the book En- 
trituled the canfes ef the corruption of Latin Elo- 
quence, which others attribute to Quintilian, and 
which poffibly belongs to neither of them, accorde 
ing to the probable conjecture of Lipfiws. As for 
tbe collection ofthe book of the pleafant fayings 
of Tacitus, which Fulgentius Planciades mentions; 
if is a meer counterfeir,which. never deceived any 
one but that Grammarian. The true compofitions 
of Tacitus are difcernable enough. either.by their 
form, or matter, taking,as Scaliger does, the words 
ot che Hiftory forthe matter, and che things it 
unfolds for the form. He fcatrers here and there 
throughout the whole, Oblique and Direct Orati- 
oms, as che condition of time, place, and perfons 
require. But as concife ashe is in his Stile, he 
flies out into Digreflions in many places, wétnefs 
that of che God Sarapis amongft the reft, in the 
Fourth Book of his Hiftory ; and that other won- 
derful one in rhe Fifth, which we have already in 
fome fort refle&ted on; relating tothe Religion 
of the Je»s , and that. of Mofes their Law-giver. 
He was of the opinion, that, as chere 1s no Travel- 
ler who may not go out of his way fomerimes, to 
fee a memorable place, or fome fingular thing of 
the Countries he pafles through; fo the Laws of 


Hiftory do no more forbid a Writer to make fome 
{mall excurfions, which pleafe and refrefh the 


mind more than they divert it, when they are 
ujed 
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ufed oniy in apt feafony He is no lefs fenrentious 
than Z7 bstCydides or Saluff, but with fuch artifice, 
that all che maxims he laies down, ifue from 
the nature of the fubjeéts he treats of, in the fame 
manner as Stars are made of the proper tubítance 
of the Heavens. There is nothing of Foreign , 
affected, too far fetched, or fuperfluous in what 
he writes ; each thought holds a place which be- 
comes ic fo well, that ic cannot be diíputed. 
Moreover you do not only learn from him the 
events of things paft ; He feldom fails to difcover 
their caufes, and the foregoing councels. One 
may fay the fame thing of Hiftory, as the Poet faid 
of Husbandry. | 
Felix qui potuit rerum cognofcere. canfas. 

And if what many people aver, be true, to wit; 
that the water is fweeter in the bottom of the Sea, 
than in the Superficies ; it is more certain that 
an diflorical relation, which only gives an infight 
into affairs, and the purfuance of events, leaving 
the Antecedent caufes and advices unpenetrated, 
cannot be fo ufeful or pleafanr, as that which re- 
veals all che mifteries thereof. and does nor hide 
the greateít fecrets contained in thofe affairs , 
which relifh according tothe comprehenfion we 
have ofthem But that which heightens the merit 
of 7 aéitus his works, is the obfervation which o- 
thers have made before me, that one often learns 
no lefs from what he left unfaid, than what he exe 
prefled, his filence being as inftructive as his lan. 
guage, and his cyphers ( to fpeakin theterms of 
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zntembers ) as confiderable as his moh important i- 
gures, becaufe all therein deferibed is full of con- 
fideration , proportion , and judgment. Thus as 
the Ancients report, the *Paister Timaathes left 
more in his Pigtures to be imagined, than he ez- 
poífed to the view of Spectators. And it is known 
that Tacitus did not fet himfelf to write, before 
he was very old, after Nerva’s Reign, and unde: 
tchat c£ Trajan, as he himfelf declares. 
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T HEY who make Lacius Floras to live 
under Trajan; are obliged to correct that 
| place of his Preface, where he faies chere 
was little leís than two hundted years, from An- 
g”fins bis cime tohis. The moft probable opini- 
on is that he was of a little later time. And ic 
is beleived that the “Poet Florszes , whofe verfes 
Spartianus quotes in the Lifts of the Emperor Adri- 
an, is the fame of whom we now write, the Au- 
thor of the Epitromy of the Roman Hiftory in four 
books. Ihe veríes are ina very familiar Stile ; 
Ego nolo Cafar elfe, 
Ambulare per Britannos, 
Scythicas pati pruinas. 
Ihe Emperor Adrian was addicted to Poetry, 
as 
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aS may be feen by the pleafine anfwer which he 
returned. | 

Ego nolo Florus effe, 

Ambulare per Tabernaz 

Latitare per popinas, 

Calices pati rotundos. 

And one may ree chat the Phrafe of his Hiftory 
is wholly Poetical, and that the love of Parzaffus 
ceufed him fometimes , like Virgil, to imploy 
7iemiftichs in his Periods, Buc though he feems 
very licentious in it, and his fpeech and expref- 
fions often favour more of a Declamer, than an 
Hiftorian, yet we mutt affirm Sigonins co be very 
unjuft, when he ftiles him az impertinent Writer. 
The manneérin which Forss treats of every War 
apart, did not deferve fo fevere a cenfure. And 
iris apparent, that hewas ever acknowledged co 
be avery fluenc Author, full of Eloquence, and 
very agreeable flowers of Oratory. Heis more- 
over replenifhed with very ingenious fentences , 
thoughts exprefled with force and vehemency. 
And laying afide fome little. places, which may 
be thought cold, in-comparifon of others, many 
refined precepts are contained in what he wrtezs, 
which could nor be expreffed in better terms. 

J. Some doubt whither Florus that made the four 
books above mentioned, wasthe fame that com- 
pofed Arguments to the books of £iwy’s hiítory. 
Neverthelefs it is a great miftake, to beleive thar 
he intended to Epicomize the whole Hiftory o£ 
Livy, in his four books, for ne does net follow: ic 
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in divers places, bur rather purfues his particular 

fancy. Which is fo extravagant in ‘reference to 
Chronology, or the account of time, that it is not 
fate forany thar will be truly informed, to take 
him him for a guide in that matter, becaufe of 
&he many faults he has committed therein, through 
negligence, or otherwife. He is accufed alfo of 
contriving the lofs of L:oy's works, to value his 
own colle&ions ; but 1 judge thofe that are! of 
that opinion, to be in an error, fuch afore f 
fummary Narration being not fufficient fo to fa 

tisfy the mind, as to make it reject a work, where- 
of that Compendium gives bur avery fuperficial 
account. 

Moreover fome make Sezeca to be the Author 
of the Compendious Hiftory of Floras , becaufe 
Latlantins laies down, inthe fifteenth Chapter of 
the Seventh book of his Divize Inftitutions, -a Di~ 
vifion of the Roman Empire into four different 
feafons, afcribing Metaphorically to it, Infancy, 
Youth, Virility and Old Age, which he attri- 
bures to Sexeca’s invention. And becaufe the like 


divifion is feen, 1n the Preface of Florus his books, 


they conclude that Sexecaisthe Author of them ; 
and that the name of Florzsis to be no ocherwife 
confidered, than as a counterfeit. But he chat fhall 
well cbíerve the writings of thefe- two Authors, 
willeafily difcern great - differences in them. Se- 
HECA makes the Youth or | Adolefcency of Rome, as he 
terms ir, reach tothe end ofrhe laft Puxick Was , 


whilft F ndn makes ir continue but to the fart. 
And 
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And Semsa begins its Old Age, when the Civii 
Wars arofe between Fulius («far, and Pompey ; 
whereas Florys accounts it from Auguftus his efta- 
blifhment in the abfolute power of the Empire. 
Is it aot therefore more probable that Florus made 
ufe of Senecas thought, varying it, and rendering 
it in a manner his own, by the alteration he made 
therein ? Tam apter to believe , that Lattantius 
vas miftaken, than to imagine that all the Manu- 
{cripts fhould err, which have put L. Annems t lo- 
rus in rhe Title of the Books we now mention. 
But perhaps Florus and Seneca, being borh of the 
fame family.77z.chat of che Anner: their names may 
have been confounded by adoption, or orherwife ; 
and ‘thar, Florus was therefore foinetimes called 
Seneca, as one cannot deny that he is in fome old 
Copies; and fome have given him alfo the Sur- 
name of 74/ius. Whereupon we muf obferve thar 
the Houfe of the Heraclide, is not more honoured 
in the valour of the many gallant men it hath be. 
ftowed onthe world, than that of the Aaner in 
the number of the excellent perfons it has produ- 
ced in all forts of learning. Sexecathe Philifopher, 
the Tragedian, ana the Rhetoriciaw, ( i£ they are 
three ) prove it fufficiently, as well as the Poer 
Lucan, and our Hiffloriograpber, whofe Stile re~ 
tains fomething of the Geniss of that lat Family, 
born all to be Mafters of Eloquence, and Poetry. 
Tc will. not be amifs to obferve that the praifes 
which Forus gave in many places to Spain, are 
reproached to him by thofe who think, LM 

ove 
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love of his country induced him to exceed a little, 
in the fixth, fevenceenth, and eighteenth Chap- 
ters of che fecond book, befides what he adds in 
che third, treating of the Warlike exploits of Ser- 
gorius in that Cótüntry. 

There was another Faltus Florus, more Ancient 
than the Aifferiographer, who lived in Tiberius 
his ;.eign. Sexeca, in his Controverfies, faies thax 
.  . hewas inttruéted in the art of fpeaking well, by 
Lib. x. 14^ che Oratour Portius Latro. And Quintilian, fpeak- 
Bit. c. 3. ing of chat Floras, fares he was the Prince of Elo- 

guence, and was a publick Profeffor of ic in Gal- 
lia. They who build upon the Surname of Fulsus 
(which fome Manufcripts attribute, as we have 
already faid, ro him whofe Hiftory we. examin ) 
imagin he may be defcended from that other Flo- 
rus, whereof Seneca and Qmiztiltan have made fuch 
honourable mention. But it is a meer conje- 
cture, and fo light, thar it deferves not to be fur. 
ther reflected on: 

I will only add, that amoneft the Licences Fla- 
rus has afíumed, as we have already obferved, chere 
is one fo Poetical, and ítrangely Hyperbolical, 

EL that Scaliger with rea(on blamtes him, in his Com- 
VUE. 134° mentariės upon Exufebius, for having in a miftaken 
zeal, fuffered himfelf to be led away, by a mean 
and childifh appetite of relating wonderful things 
,  tothe prejudice oftruth. It 1s where he relates 
"t P9 the expedition of Decimus Brutus, alonz the Cel- 
| tique, Galician, and Portuguefe Coaíts. Where he 
alledoes that Bratus never {topped his ti€torious 

i courfe, 
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courfe, tifl he beheld the Sun fall into che Oce- 
an, and heard wich horrour its fire exctinguifh in 
the waters 5 which gave him a certain apprehen- 
fion of being Sacrilegious, and to have done more 
than his religion permitted. — Purida 5 xaxóGnAa 
(unt bec , faves Scaliger, after he had ufed thefe 
verms, Florus TovaTqaocyia Poetica drama amplifi- 
cat. The (ame delire of writing fome frange thing 
ought to be cenfured in him, where he fpeaks of 
che defeat of che Cimbri by (Marius. He pretends 
that two Young Men were feen in Rome near che 
Temple of Caffor and Polux, prefenting to the 
Praetor Letters accompanied with Laurel, to Wite 
nefs a victory obtained. Butr I fhali on this occa- 
fion repeata Maxim, which I have elfewhere efta- 
blifhed, wiz char if an Hiftorian fometimes inferrs 
any thing inhis Narration, of fo excraordinaty a 
nature, he ought at che fame time to fignify the 
{mall faith he has therein, and proteít thac he 
meerly reports it aS a popular rumor. 
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SUETONIUS. 
Have hinted in the Preface of this Book, 
I that I would not have ranked Szetouius with 
the other Hiftorians, if what he writ of che 
twelve firt Cefars, had not contained as well as 
their- Lives, an Hiflorical feries of what happen- 
ed, during fo confiderable a time as an Age and 
more. Moreover I obferve that no body mentions 
the Roman Hiftory, without fpeaking very ad- 
vantagioufly of Saetonius; and Lodovicus Vives 
has not {tuck to prefer him ror diligence, and fi- 
delity, to all the Greek and Latin Writers ex- 
tant. Bodia likewife affirms, thar none of them 
has compofed any thing exacter, or better accom- 
plifhed, than what we have of this Hiflorian. But 
though he is very deferving , I fhould be loath 
to afcribe fo much to him, as to ceiebrate bis 
praife to the prejudice of thófe whoni we have 
hitherto 
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fatherto treated of. I allow him to be one of 
the Principal of the Latin Writers. He was Se- 
cretary of Srace to tL. e Emperor e4drian, which 
is an evidence that he pofleffed, beides the know- 
ledge of Great Affairs, a competent capacity to 
deliver them in proper and apr expreffions. Ie 
is faid, hisimployment was taken from him, be- 
caufe of {ome private familiarity he had wich the 
Emprefs Sabina, which was difliked , as if the 
refpe& and reverence due to her fupreme digni- 
ty, had been thereby violated- But ic happens 
fometimes that particular difgraces are ufeful to 
t  publick, as was evidenced in his perfon , 

£ his fall, and che leifure he had by it, reduced 
him toa ftudious contemplation, which has proe 
cured us amongít other works, that which gives 
hirn a place amongft the beft Hiftorians. 

Befides his Hiftorical Labour, we have part of 
his Treatife of the Z//s3zrious Grammarians, and 
that of the Rhetoricians, and fome remains of an~ 
other which contained the Lives of the Poets. 
For that of Terence is almoft all of Suetomus his 
writing, as Donatus himfelf confefies, who adds 
fomething toit, And the Lives of Horace. Ju- 
venal, Lucan, and Perfeus, are probably of the 
fame-compofition. However. it be, fome write 
chat St Hierome took him for his Pattern, when 
he made his Catalogue of the Ecclefiastical Writers. 
But we ought nor to believe, that which is ex- 
vant of the Elder P/izy's Life, under the name cf 
Suetonins, to be of his writing ; and 1f the Stile. 

were 
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were not an obftacle, che Phrafe is enough to dif 
cover it to be of a more modern contexture. Seta- 
ni#s Was too much a friend to the Younger P/izy; 
( as it is apparent in his £pisZ/es ) to {peak fo cold- 
ly, and fay fo Iltcle of his Uncle, chat was a mofif 
worthy perfon. There are many of che Epiftles of 
the Nephew addreffed to Szetozis, in one where- 
E of Pliny takes notice, that he defired him to de~ 
Lib.:.t9. fer for fame daies, the pleading of his caufe, on 
E the occafion of an ominous dream, which made 
him apprehend at chat time, che event of his bu- 
finefs. This fhews on the one fide that Suetonins 
was fuperfüitious ; and the anfwer P/izy makes 
him, importing that dreams are often to be taken 
in the contrary feníe wicneffes thae he yeilded 
no lefs than his friend, to that fort of vanity 
And in another Epistle Pliny merrily menaces 
Suetonius, that if he delayed co publifh his writ- 
ings, he would change the Hendecafyllables, which 
Lib.s.ep, he had made in their praiíe, into Scazons of defa. 
Et. mation, adding withal, to incourage their pub- 
lication, that his work was arrived to fuch a ftate 
of perfection, that the file inftead of making 1c 
brighter, did now diminifh lts value, and weaken 
it. DPerfetiam opus a^f[olutumaue eft, nec jam fplene 
defcit lima, fed atteritur. 

One may readin Aulus Gellius, Servins, Txet- 
zez, and in Suidas, che Titles of feveral Compo- 
ficions of Sgetoziss, which we have loft; As that 
of the Games and S petlacles or Sbewes reprefented 

by the Romans; The Republick of Cicero ; An Ac- 
| count 
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ccunt of che Plaffrions Famelizs of Rome ; and many 
others. Suidas gives him barely the character of 
Romar Grammarian, a Quality much more confi- 
dered in that cime, chan it has been (ince. Aufo- 
arus mentions a Trearife of Kings, writ by Sweto- 
nius in three books, whereof Pontius Paulinus con- 
tracting them made a Poem. Moreover the Su?- 
name of Traxguillus, whichis given to Syetonins, 
is in effect the fame in ffenification, as that of his 
Father, whom he himfelf calls, in the Life of Otho, 
Suetonium Lenem, reporting that his charge of Tri- 
bune of the thirteenth Legion, obliged him to be 
prefent, when that kmperors Troops engaged a- 
gainft chofe of Virelius. They therefore were de- 
ceived whobeleived, that chis Suetonius of whom 
we write, was Son of that Suetonius Paulinus , 
whereof Tacitus, Plixy, and Dion make mention. 
Sicco Polentonus, and cALlsrer committed this er- 
ror,which Ltp/izs, and Some Others judicioufly re- 
pair, there being no reafon in what they affirm, 
to confound a Military Tribune with a Conful. 
Gerardus Voffius fhews alfo the miftake of chofe 
who read, in the tenth Chapter of the firlt book of 
the Divine Inflitutiogs of Latlastius, Tranquillus. 
in(lead of 7 arquitius, who was another Authe: ve- 
ry learned in the Pagan Religion, and whom pro- 
bably in chat refpe&, Lallantius fpeaking of et- 
{culapius, rather intends than our Sseto»ins. 

But to return to his particular Hiflory of the 
Twelve fy(t Emperors, There are fome Criticks 
which affitm, cthayche beginning of the firft book 
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is wanting , and the ground of there opinioti 19 
founced sn the improbability , that Suetonius 
fhould have writ nothing of the birch and firit 
years of Fulizs Cefar, when he took the pains to 
fearch into che Original, and Education, of cleven 
other Emperors that fucceeded, whofe lives he 
has defcribed. He laboured init, according to 
the judgment of St Hrerome, (with the fame li- 
berry as Soveraigns fo abfolute affumed ) in a 
condition exempt from all fort of fear. Mauret in- 
deed, in his Oration upon Tacitus, converts this 
to his difadvantage, and maintains that St Hrerome 
rather blamed, than praifed him in that faying. 
For, faies CA uret, it were to be wifhed, that we 
had not learned fo many Riots, and fhameful V1- 
ces, as he declares to have been practifed by the 
Tiberii, Nerones, and Catigule, They are, faies he, 
fo filthy, that they almott make the Paper blufh, 
upon which they are reprefented. And 1f what 
one of the Ancients faies, be true, namely that 
there is buc little difference, between him who 
defcribes fuch infamy with care, and he who 
teaches it; we fhall have much ado to excufe Sue- 
tonius , for having acted fuch apart as he did. 
And .o augment his charge, heisaccufed of hav- 
ing ufed the Chriftians ill, calling them a fort. of 
men, whoimbraced a new, and mifchievous fu- 
perfüition , which made them be perfecuted in 
ANero's time. But, as we have already anfwered 
to the like objections in other Sections, 1s 


there any of all che Hiftorians 5f srepute, who is 
OL 
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wot euilty, i£ it be acrimein him, to nave re- 
orefented the wicked actions of thole thay write 
of, which makes the greateft, and often the moft 
confiderable part of the narration ? Does not the 
Sacred Hiftory it fel£, fhew us Par=<idcs, Incefts, 


Idolatry, and many other Profanations, amongft 


the beft examples, and holieft infiructions ? And 
ought we not to caft intothe fireall the books of 
thofe Pagans, who have writ fince the beginning 
of Chrftanity , 1f what they expofed againft our 
Religion, fhould make us abíolutely condemn 1t. 
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OME think they are to blame thar com- 
S plain of Abreviators, becaufe without con- 

tributing to the lofs of the writings they 
epicomifed, they have nor left usdeftitute of the 
moht remarkable memorials of many Auchors, of 
whofe works nothing now remains. But chofe 
which are of this opinion, ought to confefs chem- 
felves obliged to 7x5», by whofe Induftry, che 
Great Labour of Trogus Pompeis is fo happily 
reduced into little, chat we have few Latin com- 
pofitions more confiderable than his Epitome, ei- 
ther for the Stile, or matter thereof. Yet me- 
chinks, thefe fort of writers are nor fufficiencly 
difcbareed , in afferting that they have left bee 
hind them valuable works, unlefs ic be made co 
appear, thar chey have not been acceffory to che 
lofs of the Originals, which 3* tbe crime imputed 
te. 
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ö thèm By many Leerned Men, às we. nore ui^ 
téad? obferved inthe Chapters of Heradersun s 
Dien C iffixs, and Livy. The Exzracts or Coilc- 
&ions of that Underllandisg Empercr SPorphyro- 
venetus are inftanced cn this occafion. And sree 
sierp Mecs with the like entertainment , ter 
having Mada a defeStive compilation, 1n bis Pan- 
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Fmperor vho bore taat nome, rather chon for C^. 
liguia ) had the honour co be his Secret :-ys... ad 
joinacly to keep his $21. Iris chetetore hoszht, 
that ‘ropa  Paspetas Wore bts Pinoy uncer Am- 
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gustus ind Éve ns, bovine dowxen of- bs former 
ac the enl of ine vboze work. Te was d1viccd in- 
to forny tov. books, "not: nuafesr Jf; hias not 
changed, no more than their ficic, which was 
the Chilipp:ck, Hiftory, becaufe (as 1t appears from 
the feventh untotneone and forcicth book, ) it 
was a continued narration of che Macedoman Em- 
pue, which owed its rife to Philip Farber of 4- 
lexander the Gireate Theopompus had written be- 
fore, fifcy eight books called Phi/sppicks, which 
are quoted by eAthenens and Diodevus, and by 
Some held to be the Model which Trogus Pom- 
peius followed 5 as Cicero , imitating Demofihe~ | 
ves, named his Or»tions P hil: ppieks, with much 
lefs reafon. The feven firft books of that Hiftoe 
ry, inpurfuance ofthe Title we mention, com- 
piifed rhe firt beginnings of che world, or of the 
Inhabitants thereof, together with defcriptions of 
Places and Countries, which Fuffiz has apparent- 
ly :tof, asic miy be collected from the Anci- 
ent Preambles before each book of Trogus Pom- 
peius publi(bed by Bexgars, But we had been 
more fully farisfied herein, ifthat Freind of Al- 
dus, who brageed he hed in his hancsall the 
works of chat Hiftorian, and would even in a {horr 
sim, hes rhem che light, bad faid atruch. 
what relates particularly to Jafra, rad 
lade 
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Fu ftin, 


in Salnft and Livy, as we have alread elfewher 
mentioned. Which appears in the eigiatcana thir- 
tieth book , where he rehearíes in an Oblique 
form, that long Oration of Mithridates ro his 
Souldiers, to animate them againft the Romans 
And that of Agathocles in the twenty fecond Wook, 
pronounced as foonashe arrived at &A4frwga, to 
incourage his Tioops then terrified by the obfcue 
rity of an Eclipfecfche Sun, is no lefs confi- 
derable than that of Mithridates , thoughit be 
fhorter. Burt he is cenfured by Some, for intro- 
ducing a few Digreílions in a work fo clofe ane. 
fhort, as the Hiflory he writes. ‘i he firft is found 
in the beginning of his fecond book, where the 
Scythiansand the Egyptians have a debate on the 
point of honour, in what relates to their Anti- 
quity, both of them pretending to have fuffici- 
entreafonsto call themfelves, the moft Ancient 
People of the Earth. The fecond ts in the twen- 
tieth bock, on the fub:e& of Pythagoras, whofe 
birth, voyages, learning, virtues, and death, he 
defcribes , »ithout forgert*zg the misfortune 
which happened to his Dife ples, whereof three- 
fcore were burnt in Crorex, and the ret exiled. 
Whence one may conclude, chat all fort of D1- 
oreffions are nor to be condemned ; when fo emt- 
nent an Author as Jaftin, who contracted into fo 
little a fpace, the Hiftorv of rhe Traní»&uons of 
two thoufand years ( which are reckonea from 
Nizas the Founder of the &A[fyzian. ivionarchy, 


to the Emperer sdugufius ) made no m7. 
omg- 


*emer'mes to diverztimfelt this way upon an da~- 


grez e^: Me fvbject, 


But thouch Juftiw's manuer of wriring is fo 
excelicnt, chat ic was dius the wort hy of ot s- 


gufi»; his. Ace, rather chan or coat of che Si Be 


tonbngs di ciega 3cy of Stile cannot atore fc: 
his adds i rela.ion. © Pererin: bas convi nced 
him of many errors in reference to the fems, 


in bis Commentaries upon Daniel, And Vivir: 
places him inthe rank of H iftoriaas whe could 
not avoid fying : but one may fay, that his afio- 
‘dating him with Livy, Salaf , and 3 T AETEHS , 

renders that accufation very lighr. Thar which 
he cannot be excufed inr, is Chron onlogy, where 
he was fo muih miake n, chiar one ought. not tà 
follow him alwyaies,. And rhatwhich makes his 
fault che greazer, is chat the reputacion Of Tro 
gus Pompesses, and the eflcem which ali: v An- 


cients - for him, obliges men to thir:;.thaz 


thofe mifreckonings inthe fequel of times, are 
EAE oi of the Copy, chan ihe Oretnal, or of che 
Abreviator 5 racher’ han rhe Dionisio Aurpor, 
Which 15 the ordin ry Jadgment ot rhote who 
have laboured moft im the belt Editions ot Fa. 
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intention. not finding after faftin and the 
time of che Axtouines, any Latin Hiítori n a- 
mongit che Ancients, whence one might d wany 
profitable inftrucion to compofe a Hiltory , or 
whofe works might meric a ferious reflection, un- 
lefs it fhould be abfolurely to condemn the expo- 
fition, and ill conduét of them. They who are 
ufually called the Writers ot the Auguft Hiffory. 
Spartt aas, Wicatius Gallicanus, Trebellins Pollio, 
Fulius Capitolinus, Lampridius, and Vopi(cus, huve 
nothing in chem contrary to this propofition, or 
otherwife confiderable , except it be at they 
teach us things of many Emperors , w .ereof we 
hardly learn any ching elfewheie , though indeed 
Vopifeus is the leah faulty of them. Trebeilins 
Polio miy be put in the fecond order. Spartianus, 
Lampridius, and Wleatius are incomparably more 
faulcy and more negligent than the others; and 
nlizs Cap‘tolinus is the worl’ of all, by the advice 
of chofe who hive taken the pains ro examin them. 
But icis very firange chat a whole Age and more 
fhould pafs away, from that of the AÆntonines tO 
Diocletian ( under whom all thofe before menti- 
oned did write ) without the appearance of one 
cood Hiftorian in the Roman Empire, who might 
deferve to have his works defcend tous. Neither 
will Sextus Aurelius Vitor ( who came a little 
after ) merit a better e(teem, wrote abridged Hi» 


{tory 


à Should have ended here, according tomy nrft 
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ki, as having” not hino com parsole.n ots wis 
DOE ty to thole of ihe celeis ted Atha ^ hofe 
aurke we have examined, ‘Phere remains only 
M I o BABS Alert cilre , W hor, i cannor with « 
aa éconfcienc? decline , he h: ving compiled & 
zeñ body of Hiftor Vac m by whom J will f finifi 

s is dreatife: for we canner extend it coche Ase 

Of Fauffiniam, as We have cone that ^i rhe reci ix 


e 
LAE 


Fiüornanss; unlefs we fhould introduce Farivant.s, 
and Caffiedorus, inaifcteerly mingling the baibi- 
fry of the Goths, wich the puriry and acGrefs ok 
x 

the beft Auchors of rhe Latin Language. 
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AMMIANUS MARCELLINUS. 
T muf be confefled, that Ammianus Marcel. 
T linus is not confiderable in refpë& of the 
beauty of his ianguage For he was a Greek, 
by Nation, ashe himfelf declares at tbe end of 
his lait book. And from an Epi///e of Libanius to 
him, icisinferred, that he wasa Citizen of Anti- 
oth; hefpeaks of him with Elosies, as often as 
occafion does occur, excufing him in his two and 
tvvenciech Book, on the fubjeét of che Inve&ives of 
rhe Z2 4ifopogon of Fulian, whici. he affirms to have ` 
been excelfive, and contrary co what might be ju- 
fufied irch cruth.. After the death of the Emperor 
Valens, he retired to Rome, where itr is beleived 
by very probible conje&tures, that he compiled 
his Hifto-y afrer he had paffed through the moft 
honou able Offices of the Militia, which he exer- 
«ifed under divers Emperors, having been in his 
youch, 
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South , ef che má. ber of thofe who were ches 
-oened TA frbdores Dems fici s Which wie a Qaali~ 
TY anant demies that of the Carder cu Corp? in 
Poste, un ordinary flep tothe hiehet Iii 
p? AES el ‘the | ^re. te Aourntthed imer tne p 1317 
CES d EF CAT DANAI ond Vajentin an, and wrote bis lou 
San cag anc chirtey bocks, which he began AC 
qe enc of Domitians Reign, or the beginning ot 
erya, and continued to the death "EC Valens š 
the firi? iitrecs of them are loft and tbe eighteen 
inst remain, ar? full of- n perfection, which che 
Anjury of cime, apd chic tziolent cen zcicy of Cri- 
; cks hove: Intro cs das them, gs che learned 
Auchor of che ji. : Eton of chee Fork, nas veiy 
prodenr! y obfery sd. 
lr ie cafy to judge char tin. Qaoke of Amm: darsi 
big Fihorys, which cre wan. ng. Vere writ much 
more compendionfly , than thessa have: for 
t comptites smtherchirrcen : at, da Re «tns of 
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Amnuianus Marcell nws 


not very much excell, 1r 1s d. Well recompenfed 
by the merit of the thoughts, and all he reit of 
hrs work, that an advantagious place, arnor (tche 
Prime and Principal Hinto” ians, cannot be re níed 
him. He is ot the number of thofe «ho writ. he 
thisgs they faw, in which they . often had ag eat 
part ; Whe:efore hehas fomething common "vith 
Cefar and Xexophon. T Neverthelefs. I do not think 
( as others have done } that he is that Free Prince 
of Dalmatia and Illyria, of whom Suidas fpeaks, 
though he bore the fame name, and was a great 
fricnd of Saluftius the Philofopher , who ought 
not to be confounded with another of that name 
a Principal commander of the Praetorian Militia, 
under Valeninian. But e4mmianus Alarce!linus 
1s very much to be valved ; becaufe, though he 
was a Pagan, he had the difcretion to publifh Feo 
thing direétly contrary to Chriftianicy 5 and ab. 
ftained from many Inve&ives, which his equals 
often in rhat time ufed ag ainft our E elieion, He 
gives indeed ex«ceflhive 5raifes to Julian : and 
though « chat Apoffate cannot b- coo much derefted, 
for nis infidelity and revolt, yet it cannot be de- 
nied but he was indued, according to the ordi- 
nary definirions of the Schools, with the Moral 
and intellectual victcues of Ch ftir s Magnmimiry, 
Lening, inc Temperance, unlefs the faith of all 
Hiftories : -hor have writ of him be di fured; which 
is needlefs in the Age in which we live, where- 
inthe grace of Gol has left us nothing more to 


fear from the Ic olatry of the Ancients. df the opi- 
nioi 
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ration. |. hie Aur hor Gi iat o/s .oannends f baa 
eydides for nortüing f^ "much, aythat ne had ahe 
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monty, againtt C beam, c ID TT € who bad c.uf- 


ed him ro be by auod 7 never ic vins any where 
iis reientment or fo crear an Injury ; chough, to 
freak tne truth, he did not wholly refrain from 
reprefenting the bad conditionsci Cleon. Icis no 
marvel chen, thar ZEarcel/insms.priaciited. bimfelf 
what he efteemed fo much in others, or that he 
made ufe of chat virrue in ‘us Giicoucfes, which 
he commended in thot) of a sé yis des. 
. One ofthe confiderations whia ongbtco ob- 
be us.co a greeter efieem or ine ite. y of dm- 
3014545, 15, that we hove none Use that, whien 
DIVES us che kno ledge Of mony Anciquities Q" 
the Gases, or fo vvell expl ans chez C Be cinals ot che 
fic Frosch. Gerrta:s, avi Bwergsedtass, of whom 
it makes frequent iienticn.  Mo:ovcr iz contains 
rüasny things Sebdes, wWhicha:c fourd re where 
elfe, and has hy i the approbation aofall Ages fiace 
ir was writ, be?aufe of che fine. .ty anc veracity cf 
ihe Author. And for Gis vepurccion, we may add 
to wba has been already fad £ hire, and his. me 
ployments, chat he patted his lalt years with great 
ren: tation, under the Emperors. Gratan, Valen 
SAM, ond The oios, 67773 r che (Great. — 
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Ainmianus Marcellmu 


But all chefe Encomiums no prorect him, 
from being accufed of having too o n aéted the 
partof a hilofopher in his writin s, eine ro 
appear learned beyond whit the Laws of Hittory 


permit, whick do not admit of ; nrertainments of 


10 great Oo; ieatacic3,as many of rhofe he relates. 

lt is the ordinary faulc of chote chat are ditin- 
ceuifhed by their profeffion, from men of letters, 
and has great refemblance to that vice, which ce 
Greeks named atiuebie, which fignifies a learre 
in old age ; becaufe they which ttudy when chey 
are advanced in age, and again(t the Rules of the 
ufual courfe of ftudy, are much more fubject to ir 
than others. And indeed, Ammianns Marcellinus 
cannot be juftified in many places of hic Hiftory, 
where he indecently quits the profecutrion of his 
narration, to enter upon difcourfes of Philofophy, 
and other Sciences, which have hardly any relatia 
tothe matters whereof he treats. But to make che 
thing clearer, and confequently morte inftrudtive, 

will produce two or three examples of his pra- 
tice herein, 

In the feventeenth book, freaking of terrible 
Ea:thquakes, which happened under the Reign of 
Conftantinus in Macedonia, inthe Province which 
at chat rime bore the name of Postu , and in many 
parts of Afia Minor, he makes an excellent defcri- 
ption, and not improperly, of the ftrange Kuines 
which Nreomedia che Capital Ci. 7 of Bithynia fuf- 
fered by this acecidenr. And if he oad ftopped there, © 
he had done enou ‘h, but he tikes occafian on that 
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words hbe u's and not content tO carota 
fes, he mawut into che coufe e£ the seria, W 
we think we tee more th.n one Sw» the E 
vens; iothat one would abink pa. thasplace, 
quite abandons .he profecutiop of his Hittory 
;eliver to hi; reac rs, a Lectr:.e of Aftronomy. 
verthelefs ac la he refumes his difcourfe, recou 
ing the preparations of CozfZeztizs againit the — 
fians, and his jeaiovfy of rhe brave actions of. 
lian, after a tirefome and intolerable excurfion. 
The third and laft example of che vicious — 
ereflions of Ammianus, is in his thirtieth Book , 
where he obferves with curiofity and profit; how. 
the Emperor Valens was diverted by his Courtiers 
from hearing caufes pleaded, and affifiing at judg- 
ments, that they might thereby purfue their un. 
juft Afoxepolies ; and becaufe they feared, confider- 
ing his rigid and fevere nature, he would caufe ju- 
{tice to be exercifed as legally and juftly, asit was 
a little before, under the government of Fulian, 
Thence he takes occafion to inveigh again{t the 
profeffion of Advocates, which he fays, Epicurss 
named the Art f Knavery Kesxore ría. And rhe 
better to reprelent the infan:ous proceedings of 
thofe of his cime, ne exaggerates the meris of one 
Demofthenes, thac made all Greece. come to eA- 
thens, when he was to fpeak in pubrick ; and of one 
Caliifiratus, who made even Dem:fthenes leave 
Plato in his Acacemy to go and bcar biin s And 
then he mentions Hyperides, ¢ — fcbines, Androci.. 
des, Dinarchus,aid one Antigen, who was the firft 


>. 
5 = \ "t 
EX CI =: ae ts a bis 
Ja R er * 
AUN i Pi i = ~ ~ 
$5 - * ' i5 
: = z wo i 
sen estan ewe segs: OT} is 
f x jé - k. - Ne eer s s > 
i -- x 
QU A B 
' 4 Ax a . + - v d e a 
a o ^- xj , ; ui «^g: - “4 *. È oat be 
t- QUA - -> ] = 
* E «t o 7 X^? T £z 4: *. E E ra js ` > E 3 it? -'. 
MA. a Ao e nA pa x _« ¥ i 4^ 6» pS ~ "il - “eee 
3 ^ E 
pom po. te NU Rm 3 ey 3 "T ve ha ^M e 
x i 3t v a > E <| d A £ T wp Zt . “A, -— t , ^ " 
: S 
I H e *. 3 p & rœ : 
Vi sod Pee AF ANY XN erg Cos E QUASI 
M AME n anis det zn E e. ne & "ou Fia EF :* 54.7. "aec e SERAM ST ts 
= [s è 






is. tm, go. acd S regto6ed, didi nec 
S ke a place ar the Vase sand add to the 
gy of mir piced. "caelions. a s Corboliztysy 
i tbr | had the ape. naule coi a whole Audi. 
ix. presdinge. And after baying ji — jo fines 
‘ene, e draws the Curr Uu. io ext fe 20 ali e122 
the ihany ful and enamin: pfoticur ton of che Ade 
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icks he dues fò varticuiarly dif ; lay, chat one bas 
much ado to get ‘our of ube Lo sointi, to recover 
the narratzto::; "and retuin to £"«/eutinina in Wr veo 8y 
where he had lefe mire. Thou L bis Beclamecie a 
is very moral and elegant teme feparaceti" zem ES 
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Ani wats “Varcellinus 


Befides m vicious oftentation, which oner 
eahly perceive in thofe three paflag I infani 
Ammianus Marcetlinasis blamed tar ving n 
certain defcriptions fo Poerical tnat they are h. 
ly fufferabl Amd though ` we have elfewh 
obferved, tiftory and Poctry are good freinds 
enough, and agree in many things; gx*ffinw.-t 
Fejuite, in his Txeatife of Eloquence, gives vèrs 
examples of this derect, which appear fo fre usm 
fy ın che writings of Ammianus, that itish rd 
not to find fome in every opening of the bog But 
all chefe cenfures cannot deprive him of the praife 
we have given him. Fasre are generally fpeakir g 
certain things in books that are difpleafing, which 
neverthelefs are nor to be reje&ted, becaufe they 
ferve for a Bafis to others which are better , and 
are like thé Lees , which preferve the Wine, in 
Its {pirics. | 

— But after all chat has been faid,che imperfections 
of this Hiftorian feem ro me fo much the Iefs con- 
fiderable, as the virtues of his Age were rare. And 
it is that which induces me to put anend here to 
my labour, hardty finding after him, any thing but 
erofs errors, inche writings of thofe Authors of 
the next fucceediag age, which bufied themfelves 
in writing Latin Mory. To writ ofthe Modern 
Hiftori.ns is not my-defign, and rhe Interval of 
time which divides chem trom the rít of that or- 
der, is a juft occationfor me r make adtop heres 


FIN I1. §& 


